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National Teams decided

What are the odds?

he Hakoah Club in Sydney hosted both the Open
and Women'’s Playoffs and the Seniors’ Playoffs.

The Open and Women’s Playoffs were held from
March 22 — 26. The Open Final was between
CHADWICK, NPC Ted Chadwick, Andrew Peake,
Murray Green, Pauline Gumby, Warren Lazer, Bruce
Neill, Richard Jedrychowski and NAGY, Zolly Nagy,
Bob Richman, Tony Nunn, Sartaj Hans, Peter Gill and
Paul Gosney. This resulted in the narrowest of wins
for CHADWICK, 121 — 120 IMPs in a match that was
tight until the end.

The Women’s Final pitted WILLCOX, NPC Martin
Willcox, Paula Schroor, Rena Kaplan, Candice
Feitelson, Cathy Mill, Elizabeth Havas, Barbara
Travis against BOURKE, Margaret Bourke, Dagmar
Neumann, Felicity Beale, Diana Smart, Therese Tully
and Sue Lusk. At the halfway mark, with BOURKE
leading by 67 — 27 IMPs, pundits would have predicted
an easy win for BOURKE. But WILLCOX rallied, and
went on to record a 68 — 4 scoreline in the third stanza,
and eventually run out winners by 125 — 103 IMPs.

The Seniors’ Playoff was held from April 19 — 23, and
resulted in a final between HAUGHIE, Bill Haughie,
David Lilley, John Lester, Gabi Lorentz, Ron Klinger,
Zolly Nagy and CHADWICK, Ted Chadwick, Martin
Bloom, Ted Griffin, Mike Hughes, Barbara McDonald
and Alan Walsh. HAUGHIE started slowly, but by the
second stanza had built up a sizeable lead, and went
on to win by 176.1 to 114 IMPs.

A combination of trips for the first- and second-
placed teams include the Zone 7 Championships
in Christchurch, from May 9 — 12, the World
Championships in Shanghai, China from 29 September
— 13 October, and the PABF Championships in
Bandung, Indonesia, from 4 — 13 June.

There will also an Under-26 Youth Team at the PABF,
comprised of Griff Ware, Nye Griffiths, Adam & Nabil
Edgtton, Peter Hollands and Andy Hung.

A schedule of Vugraph matches held during the Z7C
will be available on Bridge Base.

he following story evolves in three stages: Stage

| - 1978. The Australia-Wide Pairs is played
throughout Australia. NS winners are Paul Sherman
- Don Clilverd of Randwick, with EW winners Jesse
Fiegert - Neil McDonald of Coonabarabran. Neither
pair has heard of the other.

Stage Il - mid-2006. After a serious accident, Paul Sher-
man, unable to work, leaves Sydney to move to a small
country property near Coonabarabran. At great odds, he
happens to buy the house owned by Jesse’s parents at
the time of the 1978 Australia-Wide Pairs, just before
Jesse’s mother sold it to her brother. Her nephew was
the vendor who eventually sold it to Paul.

Stage I11. A very special birthday party was arranged
for Jesse, who turned 90 on March 20. Coonabarabran
Bridge Club invited her to attend a formal luncheon,
and she and | finally met, 29 years after the 1978 Aus-
tralia-Wide Pairs, with me now the new owner of her
family home. The photograph shows me presenting
Jesse with a complimentary copy of Australian Bridge,
which carried an article about this coincidence.

For the record, Jesse drove herself to the club (although
she was surrendering her driver’s licence the next day)
and is as fit as a fiddle, with a razor-sharp mind. She
has been a tower of strength for the local club for dec-
ades, and is held in the highest esteem by every member
of the club. We all hope we can repeat the luncheon to
celebrate her turning 100 in 10 years’ time!

Paul Sherman



Two part story: the path to representation in Women'’s bridge

This is a continuation of Tim Bourke’s account of the
2007 National Women’s Teams Final in Canberra, one
of the major vehicles for PQP allocation. The goal for
many of the contending teams is participation - and
success - in the Women’s playoffs.

I n the second set, while 73 IMPs changed hands, the
net result was to increase BOURKE’S lead by a soli-
tary IMP to 12. The high turnover of IMPs continued
in the third stanza, with the score on the first 13 boards
32 IMPs each. The next two deals were crucial:

East deals, all vulnerable

aK7
vQs8
¢AJ963
$QJ93
#A108 #9653
YK106 YAJ52
875 ¢ 104
S10765 SdA84
4QJ42
¥9743
¢+KQ2
S»K?2
Closed Room
West North East South
Creet Tully Bird Lusk
INT Pass
Pass Dbl Pass Pass
Rdbl Pass 29 Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass
Open Room
West North East South
Neumann M’ray-White Bourke  Snashall
Pass INT
Pass 3NT All Pass

In both rooms, the CREET pairs were at the lower end
of their respective INT ranges; 9 - 12 in the Closed
Room and 12 - 14 in the Open Room. The upshot,
even after the mini-notrump opener was able to show
4-4 in the majors, was two poor contracts made worse
when Bird, understandably, failed to find the double
dummy play for six tricks and finished up conceding
a 500-point penalty.

This would have mattered little if 3NT had succeeded
in the other room. However, after the passive dia-
mond lead was won in hand, Snashall led a low club
to the queen, which Bourke ducked. Next, Snashall
turned her attention to spades but, unfortunately for
her, when Neumann took #A she shifted to YK and
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BOURKE soon scored up +50 for a total of 11 IMPs.
Then came:

South deals, NS vulnerable

Q _—
YAKIJ3
874
SKJ10962
4875 # Q109642
vQ5 v10864
¢J1062 ¢ A
#0853 S A4
& AKJ3
v972
¢KQ953
»7
Closed Room
West North East South
Creet Tully Bird Lusk
1¢
Pass 2% 26 Pass
Pass 3v Pass 3NT
All Pass
Open Room
West North East South
Neumann M-White  Bourke  Snashall
1¢
Pass 2% 26 Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass

In the Closed Room, Tully bid a sensible 3%, not
wanting to risk defending a two-level contract when
the opponents were almost certain to have a nine-card
fit. When a spade was led against the inevitable 3NT,
Lusk took #Q with the ace and led a club to the jack
and ace. The spade return was won with the king and
dummy entered with YK to lead a diamond. As ¢A
appeared and ¥YQ was doubleton, declarer had nine
tricks for a useful +600.

In the Open Room, although a two-trick set seemed
inevitable, this would still have been an 8 IMP drop
for the defending side. Alas for CREET, the defence
lost atrick to emerge with only +100 and a loss of 11
IMPs. The score at the end of the quarter was BOURKE
128, CREET 95.

While it is difficult to pick up a deficit of 33 IMPs in
any match, the fact that CREET was trailing the most
capped women’s team in the country made it all the
harder. In the end it proved too difficult and the final
scoreline was BOURKE 157, CREET 104.

Tim Bourke



The second part of the story unfolds at the scene of
the womens’ playoffs in Sydney, as told by Barbara
Travis.

As we commenced the Women’s Playoffs, our
non-playing captain, Martin Willcox, had one
instruction for the team — finish first in the qualifying
rounds so we would have choice of opponent in the
semi finals. Clearly the bridge gods did not know of our
intention and had in mind a totally different scenario,
since we eventually qualified in fourth place:

1. BOURKE: Margaret Bourke — Dagmar Neumann,
Sue Lusk — Therese Tully,
Felicity Beale — Diana Smart

2. MOSES: Kinga Moses — Nafi Bashar,

Inez Glanger — Marcia Scudder,
Linda King - Kim Neale
3. CREET: Karen Creet — Sheila Bird,
Julia Hoffman — Jenny Thompson,
Sally Murray-White — Helen Snashall
4. WILLCOX: Rena Kaplan — Paula Schroor,
Candice Feitelson — Cathy Mill,
Elizabeth Havas — Barbara Travis

The regulations gave first-placed BOURKE choice
of opponent from the third- and fourth-placed teams
only. They chose to play CREET, leaving MOSES and
WILLCOX to play for the other place in the final.

From the Qualifying:

410
YA10873
+Q63
#9053
aK2 # AQ986
YKQ6 v4
¢K1072 ¢+J9
Q1064 dAKIT2
47543
¥vJ952
¢ A854
L X}
West North East South
Havas Travis
Pass 1le Pass
2 Pass 49 Pass
ANT Pass 5¢ Pass
6y Pass IC J All Pass

The opponents had a wheel fall off during the auction
when West mistook East’s 4% splinter bid (agreeing
clubs with heart shortage) for a natural bid. [Things
like that occasionally occur when playing with screens
because the pushing of the tray can distract you slightly
from the auction.] Not having doubled 54 for the
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lead, | couldn’t double 7# as that would ask for a
spade lead. However, we cashed both aces to take the
contract down two.

I wasn’t playing well during the qualifying: here is an
example:

& AK52
vJ63
¢J95
$1085
4743 Q98
¥Q10752 v984
¢ 7 ¢ K1083
S$#KQJ9 $762
4J106
YAK
¢AQ642
SdA43
West North East South
Havas Travis
Pass Pass Pass 14
Pass 1le Pass 3NT
All Pass

West led #K, followed by #Q, and #J was won by my
ace. | needed to play the diamond suit for four tricks so
started with a small diamond to the jack, thinking I was
allowing for a singleton K offside. However, this is
definitely an anti-percentage play. If you are allowing
for diamonds to be 4-1, then it is far more likely that
4K will be in the long suit — you need to allow for
the singleton to be the 10, 8 or 7 — three times more
likely than a singleton K. The best play is to cross to
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dummy in spades to lead #J. When it is covered, you
win, noting the fall of 7 from West. You next lead a
small diamond towards dummy’s 49, and can later lead
from dummy in order to finesse East’s 83.

After the first quarter of 16 boards, including carry-
forward, the score was WILLCOX 15 — MOSES 34.
At the halfway mark the scoreline was WILLCOX
56 — MOSES 62. In the third quarter we hit the lead:
WILLCOX 114 — MOSES 95.

This hand, from the third quarter, illustrates a tidy
elimination play:

4KQ102
YAJ?2
4+0Q985
»76
4653 &4
v104 ¥98753
¢ A1042 ¢J3
SAQ53 SdKJIB42
& AJI987
YKQ6
¢K76
109
West North East South
Neale Havas King Travis
Pass 14
Pass 2NT! Pass 34
Pass 44 All Pass

1. Forcing raise

When West led 10 the defence was in some trouble.
Trumps were drawn and hearts were cashed, before a
club exit. East won the second club and had to open up
the diamond suit. 4J is the correct exit card — giving
declarer a guess in the suit when West has ¢A10.
However, the actual lead of 43 gave no problem,
picking up West’s holding in the suit. This was a
flat board, being a common elimination and endplay
problem, after a non-club opening lead.

The next hand demonstrates the power of cashing a
your long suit in 3NT:

46

v984

¢K8764

*KJI87
4Q874 411032
YAQS5 ¥vJ110732
4153 * -
SAQ6 ®9542

A AKO5

YK6

¢AQ1092

*103

West’s lead to defeat 3NT is either high heart.
However, on the more realistic lead of #4 | won in
hand and cashed five diamond tricks. East indicated
a liking for hearts (throwing four hearts and a spade),
while West finally discarded a club and a heart. Now
it was easy — lead a club towards dummy (I planned
to play West for #Ax remaining). When West had to
win A she was endplayed. She tried a valiant #Q
which | ducked, and the spade continuation gave me
two spade tricks. As it happened the next club towards
dummy picked up #Q for an overtrick. Never give up
on your contract — the cards just may lie exactly how
you need them to.

DEALER 4

New state of the art dealing machine
from Martin Willcox

* Much cheaper at $3995 plus delivery

» Uses non-barcoded cards at $2.50
per pack postfree

* Faster, lighter, more compact

e Support, supplies and back-up from
Postfree Bridge Books

Contact: Postfree Bridge Books
postfree@bigpond.net.au
or 02-9388-8861
Visit Bridge Museum
www.postfree.cc

It felt good to start the final quarter 19 IMPs up rather
than being behind, but it was not a significant margin.
We gained another 9 IMPs, leaving the final score
WILLCOX 144 — MOSES 116.

Meantime, CREET had had a big third session
to lead BOURKE going into their last 16 boards.
Unfortunately for them, BOURKE came back well to
win; comfortably...

So the final would be between BOURKE and
WILLCOX. The winners would win the right to
represent Australia at the Venice Cup in Shanghai (and



the Zonal Championships in Christchurch). The losers
would represent Australia at the Pacific-Asia Bridge
Federation Championships (PABFC) in Bandung,
Indonesia. There was no carry-forward.

| was extremely cross with myself for my opening lead
on one hand from the first quarter. | held:
#A63, YAQS, 410543, %842

and saw the following auction:

West North East South

Travis  Neumann Havas Bourke
1 36

Pass 44 Dbl All Pass

We are constantly told to lead trumps when the
opponents have freely bid to game with minimal
values. | should lead #A and another immediately.
Unwisely, | led #4 and dummy was

#Q7, 931096542, ¢---, $KQJ3

Declarer held singleton %10, so partner had to win
%A. She tried a heart return, but that was ruffed. A
diamond was ruffed to dummy, and two diamonds
were discarded on dummy’s good clubs. Now Bourke
just lost two spade tricks. The full hand:

Rena Kaplan and Paula Schroor judged the bidding
extremely well to play 4% on the NS cards:

464
YAK10
+Q8
S#KQ10642
AA97 4 KQ8532
v7652 vJ3
€973 ¢64
SJ85 S A93
4J10
vQ984
¢ AKJ1052
»7
At our table:
West North East South
Travis Tully Havas Lusk
1 14 2¢
Pass 3% Pass 3y
Pass 34 Pass 44
Pass 49 Pass 5¢
All Pass

Sue Lusk worried about the quality of Therese Tully’s
hearts (or the lack of quality of her own heart suit) so
tried 54, where we could cash the first three tricks. In
49, the opponents cannot hurt you with spade leads,
because you can take the ‘tap’ in dummy and with ¥J
short, the contract is cold.

The following hand involved total faith in partner’s
defensive signalling.

4Q7

¥J1096542

L —

SKQJ3
AAG63 & K
YAQS YK73
410543 ¢QJ98
»842 &A9765

411098542

VY-

¢ AK762

& 10

Despite #A bringing down partner’s #K, the second
round of spades makes dummy’s hand useless. Declarer
will lose two diamonds, a club and #A. Interestingly,
a small spade lead does not defeat the contract, since
partner cannot remove the second spade in dummy.

I wish all my bad hands had such happy outcomes
at scoreup: Rena Kaplan showed a two-suiter and
managed to play 3#x, which is always cold. When
she didn’t get the trump lead, she also made 10 tricks
for +930 (against our -790).

After the first quarter the score was WILLCOX 22
— BOURKE 26. After the second set, we trailed by
40 IMPs: WILLCOX 27 - BOURKE 67. In the third
16 boards, WILLCOX came back with a vengeance,
winning 68 — 4, leaving the scoreline WILLCOX 95
- BOURKE 71.

AK96

¥Q1063

4854

SAQ4
41842 a3
YAKO v8742
4972 ¢ KQJ3
*986 ®1752

AAQ1075

vJ5

¢A106

&K 103

As West, you lead YA against South’s 44 contract.
Partner gives an extremely discouraging ¥8, so you
switch to 47 at trick two. Now declarer has no way
home, eventually losing five tricks — two hearts, two
diamonds, and one spade. With count signals at the
other table, West must have tried to give partner a heart
ruff and the contract made — declarer could discard
both diamond losers on dummy’s hearts.

+24 IMPs going into the final session was not
an insurmountable lead, but WILLCOX had the

5



psychological momentum, having gained 64 IMPs in
the previous quarter.

This set highlighted how different systems can lead to
vastly different results. Three times the different INT
ranges resulted in gains for WILLCOX:

AA107

YK74

+1096

SAKS7
4KQ8?2 4965
¥v10852 ¥YQ96
¢72 ¢ AQ84
&QJ4 ®932

4143

YAJ3

¢ KJI53

#1065

Candice Feitelson’s INT opening with the North hand
showed 14-17 HCP, so she and Cathy Mill finished
in 3NT, making 10 tricks with everything lying so
nicely.

At the other table, Dagmar Neumann’s INT showed
12-14 HCP, so Margaret Bourke correctly passed. This

was a vulnerable game swing, obvious to the players
at our table.

The next deal was:

AK53

v54

¢AJ94

®#K543
4Q764 4 AJ109
vQ108 ¥ AKJ3
¢Q102 4653
102 *97

482

¥9762

*K87

&#AQ86

Against Feitelson and Mill, East opened 1NT, showing
12-14 HCP. Candice Feitelson cashed four club tricks
and watched Cathy Mill signalling with small clubs,
indicating that she liked diamonds. When Candice
switched to the diamond suit they wrapped up the first

Copy Deadline
for Issue No 126, July 2007
June 25, 2007

Late submissions will be held over until Issue 127,
June 2007 at the discretion of the Editor

editor@abf.com.au

eight tricks for +200.

Given that our INT opening shows 14-17 HCP,
Elizabeth Havas opened 1¥. My 14 response led to a
2# contract, which relied on the spade finesse. With
a small defensive slip, | was able to take nine tricks,
+140, and 8 IMPs.

And finally:
687
¥1065
410987653
L !
MAJ1054 49032
¥vJ943 YAK72
¢KQJ ¢ -
&3 »AQ9852
AaKQ6
vQ8
®A42
SdKJI076
Our auction:
West North East South
Travis Neumann Havas Bourke
1
le Pass 44 All Pass

This contract made 11 tricks in comfort. At scoreup
we did have to ask our teammates how they had scored
-90 on the hand...

Their auction:

West North East South
Tully Mill Lusk Feitelson

INT
2 All Pass

AINT was 14-17 HCP. The 2¢ overcall shows one of
four hand types: a single-suited diamond hand, or four
diamonds with a longer suit, or both majors, or both
minors. | have a lot of sympathy for East, Sue Lusk on
this hand. If she bids 24, partner may pass. However, if
she bids a major suit she shows tolerance for diamonds.
2NT may be an option, and | certainly don’t know
what 3% would mean. In the end she decided to pass
the 2¢ bid. | guess you can only describe this as “the
operation was successful, but the patient died”.

After these hands there were several gains for BOURKE
so the final session was +2 IMPs to BOURKE, leaving
the outcome WILLCOX 125 - BOURKE 103.

We are all looking forward to playing for Australia in
the Venice Cup in Shanghai and wish BOURKE the
best of luck at the PABFC in Bandung.

Barbara Travis



¢+ &0Z Bl’ldge Travel 6 V presents yet another exc1t1ng Brldge hollday

Extension
Tour to
Lake

Como!

Cruise the Mediterranean

rce[ona, to Venice

from only.. .$7,895

Airfare, Cruise, Hotels & all taxes included!

Fully Escorted by Gary Brown and Oz Bridge Travel Escorts

...Barcelona, Nice, Florence, Rome, Naples/Capri, Santorini, Athens, Dubrovnik, Venice...

The Celebrity Millennium

The Millennium is the first of the Millennium
Class ships in the Celebrity fleet. Premium in
every sense, Millennium has been designed with
refined elegance in mind, from the finest marble,
wood, leather and fabrics to the specially crafted
furniture and original works of art. Glass lifts
present panoramic ocean views as you glide from
deck to deck. Even the beauty salon and saunas
have sea views. Another feature included on this
floating palace is the largest Aqua Spa afloat,
complete with an Aqua Dome - an entire deck
devoted fo health and fitness. Millennium is a
truly luxurious 5-star cruise experience.

Bridge Program
A comprehensive program is available, with bridge
everyday, even on port days for those who cannot get
enough bridge. There is never any pressure to play. Play
only when you want to play. This is your holiday. Plenty
of clinics, duplicates and team games. Master points
awarded with 2 Red Point Events!

Need a Partner? Traveling Alone?
For those of you who are single we guarantee a bridge
partner. For those of you travelling alone you will find
companionship within the safety of the group, dinner
mates and a guiding hand watching out for you.

All Bridge Queries: contact Gary: email - brownbridge@ozemail.com.au

General Information and Booking
Bookings can be made by completing a booking form and sending it, with a deposit of $350 per person to:

Travelrite International Pty Ltd. 298 whitehorse Road Balwyn, Victoria 3103
For a daily itinerary and booking forms, contact Alex: alex@travelrite.comau @ - 03 9836 2522

T - 03 9686 6288

Due to the popularity of cruising and OZ Bridge Travel Holidays which have recently been heavily
over-subscribed it is recommended you book early to avoid disappointment.




A plague of bidding boxes

For the first time this year, bidding boxes were
used in the South West Pacific Teams during the
Summer Festival of Bridge in Canberra. While some
players would have been familiar with bidding boxes,
as they are used in a number of clubs around the
country, for many it would have been a new experience.
Some clubs enter into the discussion about whether to
purchase bidding boxes for their sessions, and I am
often asked for my advice. | strongly discourage them
from going down this path. I firmly believe that written
bidding is superior to the use of bidding boxes. While
this is particularly true from a director’s viewpoint,
we may also be unwittingly doing a disservice to a
significant proportion of bridge players by giving up
on traditional written bidding.

One of the main arguments put forward for bidding
boxes is that it is what the rest of the world is doing
and so we should “move forward”.

We should recall than until very recently, the rest of the
world was still using spoken bidding. There was never
any suggestion that we should follow suit just because
everyone else was doing it. Australia and New Zealand
had developed the far superior method of written
bidding and we all enjoyed its benefits. Bidding boxes
are a definite improvement on spoken bidding, but

still fall well short of written bidding.
Maybe one day the rest of the world
will catch up!

As a director, there really is no
comparison between the two methods.
With written bidding the director has
an immediate record of the auction. If it needs to be
considered in more detail, it is a very simple matter to
take the bidding sheet away.

With bidding boxes, the director has to write down
his own copy of the auction after hearing from the
players....and, particularly if the bidding has been
long or complex, just getting the players to agree on
what the auction was can take quite a while. There
are frequent disagreements about how the bidding
went, whether there had been an alert of this call or of
that one, whether this hand passed or doubled on this
round, and so on.

Just two examples from January may help to give
weight to my argument.

Over the course of over 600 boards played in the 2007
Australian Youth Championships, there was only one
director call which involved anything more than a
technical ruling (ie, a lead out of turn, insufficient bid,
etc.). It occurred in the one event when bidding boxes
rather than written bidding were employed. There was

Another fantastic great value Bridge Travel holiday !

Your holiday includes a full bridge programme while at sea hosted by Sally Murray-White.
Special games days for non bridge playing friends and spouses. Overnight and tour in
Venice at the Hotel Carlton on the Grand Canal. The opportunity to stay on in Europe and
return at your leisure after disembarking in Genoa... plus this wonderful 11 night cruise:-

Venice - Split - Athens - Rhodes - Crete - Tunis
Palma - Barcelona - Marseille - Genoa

For bookings and enquiries phone Peter at MSC Cruises on 1300 028 502.
For bridge enquiries call John Newman (02) 9888 3903.

~ Why not join us in Venice on
5 the brand new MSC super

| cruise ship Orchestra for this

15 night fly/ cruise holiday!

B Jewels of the
Mediterranean

Departing from Australia on
1 November 2007

Return flight with Emirates,
overnight in Venice and 11
night cruise all for only

$4695




a dispute as to whether or not a call had been alerted. In
this situation, the director needs to (maybe reluctantly)
proceed on the basis that there has not been an alert
as the responsibility to make the opponents aware
lies with the alerter. With written bidding, there either
would or would not have been a circle around the bid
—no room for dispute.

Later in the week, | ventured over to the Hellenic
Club to check out the new venue. | had hardly made
it through the door, when | was accosted by a phalanx
of directors asking, “What do you do if one side
says that the contract is 4% and the other says it’s 4%
doubled?” There really is no satisfactory answer to
this question. Both sides think that they are right and
whatever decision is made, one (or even both sides)
will be aggrieved.

A further observation is that there seems to be
significantly more insufficient bids using bidding
boxes compared with written bidding. One of the
reasons could be that it is not uncommon for players
to accidentally pull out the wrong card. (For instance,
you go to take out the 3¥ card, and you miss, or it gets
stuck and only the 2% card appears on the table.)

Now the laws of Bridge allow this to be corrected
without penalty — Law 25A, Inadvertent Call. However,
| have noticed that less experienced players are
reluctant to admit that the wrong card has been placed
on the table accidentally.

As has been said to me on more than one occasion,
“l thought that once | put the wrong bid down, I was
stuck with it.”

The other situation where | believe that the less
experienced player is disadvantaged by the use of
bidding boxes is in the procedures at the end of the
auction. Those clubs who have used bidding boxes
for a while usually have a regulation that the bidding
cards should remain on the table until after the opening
lead is made. This enables the defenders to take in and
make any enquiries about the auction while it is still
in view.

In practice, however, despite all encouragements,
inducements, and threats from directors and
administrators, the cards are scooped up as soon as the
final pass is made — and sometimes even before that.

For the seasoned player, this usually does not present a
problem. Either they have developed the skills to recall
or reconstruct the auction or they have no qualms about
asking for a review of the bidding. The less experienced
player can be intimidated by the abruptness of the
process and may be reluctant to request a review for
fear of being thought of as a troublemaker — after all,

Bridge Holidays with
Ron and Suzie Klinger

in 2007
Lord Howe Island
June 23-30
Booked out -
waitlist only

Kangaroo Island
July 29-August 5
Booked out -
waitlist only

Murray River
Bridge Cruise
August 5-10
Booked out -
waitlist only

Salamander Shores
November 4-9

Norfolk Island
November 25-
December 5
This is our 22nd
annual bridge
holiday on the island,
always our most popular destination

Details for any of the above from:
Holiday Bridge
P.0. Box 140
Northbridge NSW 1560
Tel: (02) 9958-5589
email: suzie@ron-klinger.com.au




no one else seems to need to be told what the auction
Was.

In arecent edition of the Newsletter, the Editor spoke of
the negative experiences that new players encountered
when first venturing onto the Congress scene. Why
should we make it worse by imposing something
unfamiliar and potentially very user-unfriendly? If we
want to make the transition from club bridge to higher
levels as easy as possible, we should stick to the written
bidding that they are used to.

I will not dispute that there are benefits with bidding
boxes, but on comparison, if we consider the needs of
all concerned, | think that they fall well short of written
bidding. We have a successful, tried and tested process
at the moment. Let’s not throw it all away.

Matthew McManus

AUSTRALIAN
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

:/' + &
Do you teach bridge, or would you

like to become a bridge teacher?

The ABTA is here to help you with a newsletter,
starter kit, seminars and a web page.
To join, you need to complete a simple
exam, which can be downloaded from:

http://www.abf.com.au/teachers/index.htmi

or contact Nick Hughes on
(02) 9387 6175 or (preferably)
nhughes@bigpond.net.au

Likewise, if you are a lapsed member who would
like to rejoin, please get in touch.

SURFERS PARADISE - 4 % STAR — MORROCCAN APTS September 3-10
With Greg Eustace and Gaye Allen of the Finesse Bridge Club
Luxury at Surfers (8 DAYS — 7 NIGHTS) from $ 1085 Twin Share or Double $ 285 Single Supp

The Moroccan Apartments is a Mediterranean style complex, located right in the heart of
Surfers Paradise. Each Apartment is beautifully decorated and the resort is set within tropical
gardens. It is close to the exciting shops and boutiques on Cavill Avenue and there are a vast
number of restaurants and cafes within walking distance from the apartments.

. LE Included in this price is 7 nights
luxury  accommodation, 7
dinners, a brunch The Sheraton
Mirage, a lunch at Georges
and

breakfast on the final day.

Seafood, Sanctuary Cove

Includes 9 sessions of bridge & 3

workshops. All bridge sessions

Resort & Apartment Features:

are played at the famous Gold
Bridge Club.

champagne reception. For your

Coast and

*TV’s with Austar

* Fully equipped kitchen

*1Q, 2S or 2Q beds

N * Laundry (washer) dryer + iron
* Indoor & Outdoor Pool

* Security Intercom

convenience a bus has been

supplied to ferry everyone.

Optional extras are day trip to
Seaworld and Cabaret show at
Jupiters Casino.

| * Large Balconies
' * Ocean views

* Heated Spa & Sauna

FINESSE BRIDGE CLUB Beginner Lessons: Let your friends be taught by competent tutors in
Gaye & Greg. Don’t let them be taught bad habits. They will learn the game we love in a
very friendly atmosphere, commencing July in Sydney’s South. These lessons have months
of follow up lessons and Supervised play up to 3 times per week.

Details: http://users.bigpond.net.au/FinesseBridgeClub/ gayeallen@optusnet.com.au Ph: 9547 2383 or 0410 127 326
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A nightingale sings for you in Berkeley Square

he entire bridge

world will be
saddened by the death
of Carole Rothfield,
who passed away on
23 April. Carole was
born in Philadelphia,
USA on 21 January,
1933.

Universally admired
and loved, Carole
has been a force in
Australian bridge
for many years,
representing her
adopted country in 1997
and 1999 at the Bermuda Bowl with husband and
partner Jessel.

Carole was an amazing person in her own right, talented,
charming, strong and full of the joys of life. Her story
is essentially a love story — she came to Australia as
a result of being smitten with Jessel Rothfield, some
30-odd years ago, after being introduced by a friend
at an American bridge tournament. Carole at that time
was a businesswoman struggling to raise her family
alone (she designed and manufactured exquisite
jewellery).

After Jessel and Carole’s marriage in 1973, their
respective families embraced one another, and the
bonds of family remain strong. Like the Brady Bunch,
Carole and Jessel’s two sets of siblings combined to
live under the Rothfield roof.

Those of us who have been privileged enough to be
part of a Rothfield clan gathering (Jessel’s amazing
85th birthday party at Coolum, Queensland, where
the family ‘troops’ combined to produce and perform
a military musical for the pair, for example), can only
marvel at the joyfulness of all at each gathering.

Over the years Carole and Jessel have hosted some
marvellous parties and entertained their many bridge
friends as well as family, always with great style.
Carole was a great songbird, with a love of showtunes
and ballads. Hence the title of this obituary, with an
adaptation of the title line of one of her favourite songs
- and one | loved to play on piano for her, with her
sweet voice joining in.

| first met Carole and Jessel in the semi finals of the
National Open Teams in 1992, when the other pair in
their team was Jim & Norma Borin. Carole and Jessel

have both done much
over the years for the
game in Australia, and
have helped sponsor
many up-and-coming
younger players,
including Ishmael
Del’Monte, Kieran
Dyke, Khokan Bagchi
and Seamus Browne.

For a few years, Jan

Cormack and | were

privileged to be a part

of the Rothfield team

for Surfers, staying
with Carole and Jessel
in their apartment. What fun it always was. We would
start each morning with a sumptuous breakfast of fruit
and pastries to discuss the bridge de jour.

While the Rothfields (a term used with affection)
had many successes in major Australian tournaments,
including the NOT, 2005, Spring Nationals Open
Teams, 1998, the VCC, 1996 and 2003, 1st and 2nd
in the New Zealand National Open Teams in 2001 and
2001, The Maccabi International Bridge Tournament
in 1997, the Autumn Nationals, 2001, the Surfers
Teams, 1997, Carole also enjoyed success with other
players. She represented Australia in the Women’s
arena with Jan Cormack in 2003 (3rd in the PABF
Women’s Championships), and won the prestigious
NZ National Open Pairs in 2001 with Seamus Browne.
Carole’s approach to the game was very modern, and
the highly complex system she helped develop with
Jessel worked well for her.

Carole became very ill during a bridge tournament in
2004, and the subsequent diagnosis of renal failure
meant that the last three years of her life involved
dialysis three times weekly. Carole took this in her
stride, never complaining, and carrying on her many
and varied interests via the telephone while hooked
up to a dialysis machine. She always retained her
wonderful smile and positive attitude to life. When
asked how she was feeling, she would invariably reply
along the lines of: “Every day is a blessing”. Carole
played bridge the day before her death at the VBA,
which in itself is a testament to her love for the game.
Carole, I love you and miss you, and I will never forget
your kindness, generosity and beauty. The world is a
smaller place without you in it.

Stephen Lester
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Coaching Cathy at Contract

OFF orR ON?

Dear Venerable and Ancient One,
The other day I held:

AKJ3
¥Q107
¢ AK54
*KJ5

My right hand opponent opened a Multi 24 (weak
in either major or maybe some kind of 20+ balanced
hand sort-of-thing) and | bid 2NT to show a strong
balanced hand.

My left hand opponent passed and Glenda bid 34.
My big problem was whether 3¢ showed hearts or
diamonds. As far as | remember, we hadn’t discussed
this and | always thought that transfers were OK over
real notrump openings but not after overcalls.

Actually I bid 3NT and that was all right but, before

anyone led, my partner explained that she meant 3 ¢

as a transfer. Was that right? What methods should
we be using?

Luv,

Cathy

Dear Young and Foolish One,

What a time to start considering your bidding agree-
ments! | can’t tell you what you were supposed to
understand, but I would have thought that it might
have been discussed already in a partnership that has
been functioning for quite a while.

The notion of ‘System on’ is pertinent to auctions
where Stayman and transfers normally apply.

The shift in modern times has been very much towards
‘system on’ whenever a player makes what is effec-
tively a natural opening call showing a strong balanced
hand. The uniformity gained as a result places much
less strain on the memory. In addition, the strong hand
becomes declarer, protecting its tenaces. So there are
quite a lot of auctions where we need to be clear on
what’s going on:

* Rebids of 2NT after strong openings such as 2¢
or 2¢.

o Overcalls of INT after ordinary openings.

* Overcalls of 2NT after weak or Multi opening
bids.

» Areopening bid of INT (1<suit>: Pass: Pass: INT).
This may also apply if you have a natural (20-22)
call of 2NT in the same position.
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Some situations provide greater benefits for using
Stayman and Transfers than others. For example, over
a Multi 24, there are distinct advantages to having
system on, so we might as well use it whenever there
isa 2NT overcall over a weak opening bid.

There is a gap here. If your RHO opens 2a, essen-
tially showing spades, what does a call of 3¥ mean in
response to your 2NT overcall? There are a number
of possible uses including stopper check, Baron and
minor suit Stayman. Any of those could apply, or find
a new use and make a name for yourself! | have no
particular recommendation - but I do recommend you
discuss many more situations with Glenda!

Regards,
David

JACK 4

$114.95 (includes postage and GST)

The world's best bridge program (latest version 4), winner
of the World Computer Bridge Championship in 2001,
2002, 2003, 2004 and 2006. Jack has exceptional bidding
and play capabilities, further enhanced in the latest ver-
sion. It has a user friendly interface, and many features
not found in other bridge programs.

Runs in all versions of Windows, and plays better if your
computer is fast.

Also available is a CD of 1,749 hands from various World
Championship Tournaments you can play with Jack.

Priced at $39.95 including postage and GST.

BRIDGE TIMERS, DEALING
MACHINES FOR SALE

Does your club need a bridge timer?

EBA can supply you with an attractive remotely controlled
timer where you can set the round time (there is an au-
dible warning with 2 minutes to go), round number, and
adjust the sound level. A large, bright display of elapsed
time and round number can be seen from the back of
the largest bridge playing area. Priced at $595 including
GST, plus $10 postage to anywhere in Australia.

We also have second hand dealing machines in excellent
condition (from $3000) that can enhance enjoyment of
the game for your club’s players by providing them with
pre-dealt hands and hand records.

Available from:
Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd

PO Box 70 Ph: (08) 9420 2458
Leederville Fax: (08) 9341 4547
WA 6902 Email: dyovich@iinet.net.au




Let us show you the world in comfort and luxury while enjoying the company of the most
delightful fellow travellers on any of the following cruise holidays. Non bridge playing friends
and spouses will enjoy being part of our group and will have lots to do while we provide you
with a full bridge programme of clinics and red and green point play sessions while at sea.
We have conducted hundreds of bridge holidays over the past 25 years. We know how to
put great value for money holidays together with just the right inclusions. Just ask any one
of the thousands of bridge players who have joined us and they will confirm this.

Bridge Travel. Phone (02) 9888 3903.

Email: bridgetravel@ bigpond.com. Website: www.bridgetravel.com.au

Marco Polo Pacific Star

3 A

= iz = Hy to Singapore/ cruise back
Transatlantic/ Caribbean South Americal Antarctica to Brisbane via the Orient
23 Oct - 12 Nov 2007 19 Jan - 9 Feb 2008 25 Oct - 13 Nov 2008

Fly with Singapore Airlines. Fly Lan Airlines for 2 nights in Fly to Singapore for your
Leave any time from Oct 17 Buenos Aires, then fly to overnight stay. Then embark
onwards. 1 night in London Argentina for the 16 night cruise:- on your 19 night P&O cruise.

then coach to Southampton . ) ] o -
for your 17 night cruise:- Ushuaia- PortLockroy Singapore - Ho ChiMinh City

Southampton-NewYork ~ Paradise Harbour- Half Moon Is NhaTrang - Bomeo - Brunei -

Totola- St Kitts Ushuaia - Punta Arenas Darwin - Caims -Brisbane
Stlucia- Barbados Pre-dealt hands and full daily
Puerto Montt - Santi )

StThomas-New York a0 bridge program of clinics and
Return to Australia at your Return after 2 nights in play sessions on this cruise.
leisure. Priced from:- Santiago. Singles going fast!

$7748 $10865 $5091

For detailed itineraries and bookings for any of these cruise holidays contact Veronica at:-

Albury Kent Travel. Phone: (02) 9569 1197.

Email: info@alburykenttravel.com.au. Website www.alburykenttravel.com.au

If you wish to be on our mailing lists for future bridge cruises and fly holidays or to receive advanced
details of our extensive programme of Australian bridge holidays and breaks contact us at Bridge
Travel. Forthcoming bridge breaks include:

Clan Lakeside, Terrigal, Bridge Long Weekend, June 8-11
Dormie House, Moss Vale Bridge Week, August 12-16

Leura Gardens, Blue Mts Bridge Break, November 27-30

Contact Derrick Browne - Phone: (02) 9969 5959 - Email: trumps@trumps.net.au
for detailed itineraries and bookings for the above bridge breaks.

13



Bridge into the 21st Century

TEST YOUR BIDDING IN LOW LEVEL
COMPETITIVE SEQUENCES

Taken from the new book “3NT in Depth” by Augie
Boehm (see book review on page 16).

Match each of these bidding sequences with one of
the hands below:

1. 1v L J 2.19 1a
29 3% 2% 3%
3¢ 3¢
3. 1 1¢ 4,19 INT
2% 26 2% 26
3¢ 3y
3NT
5. 14 24
246 3%
) 4 3NT
6. West North East South
RHO You LHO Partner
1¢ 1e Pass 24
Pass 26 Pass 3NT
Pass 4%
7. West North East South
You LHO Partner RHO
146 2% Dbl Pass
3NT
8. West North East South
You LHO Partner RHO
INT 26 3¢ Pass
3NT Pass 4 Pass
ANT
9. West North East South
You LHO Partner RHO
1¢ 1le 2 VA 4
3% Pass 34

A) AA97653,98 462 #KJI85

B) 4KQ92, YAQJ4 )6 #Q104
C) A YKQ764,4982 &#AQ103
D) 462, YK5 ¢A93, #Q109542

E) aAKQJ842,¥Q6,6J7 #K3

F) 494, YAQ9742,4K83, &AQ
G)4Q105 Y43 ¢A97, S8AKIT6

H) 48 Y754 ¢AQ3 #AQ9742

) 4 ¥YQ8 ¢AKQ10832,#Q864
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1. F. When there are two unbid suits the partnership
shows stoppers. Now if partner bids 34 that shows a
half-stopper, and with K singleton, #Qx, or #Jxxx you
would venture 3NT.

2. C. When there is only one unbid suit the bid of that
suit asks for a stopper (if you had a stopper in the only
unbid suit you would obviously bid 3NT).

3. H.This looks wrong, as you don’t have a half-stop-
per. The point is that you denied a stopper when you bid
34, so now 3¥ asks for some length in hearts. Partner
holds & AJ5, ¥ 862, ¢ KJ752, % KJ, so though neither
hand has a stopper, your length in the suit makes you
a favourite to bring 3NT home.

4. D. As 2% is not forcing it seems that a simple 3
would describe your hand. In fact you have virtually
the best hand possible and are much too strong for 3¢,
with doubleton king in partner’s first suit, an outside
ace, and six card support for partner’s second suit.

You could bid 4#, but that would take you beyond
3NT. The compromise is 24, which is simply “forc-
ing”. If you really had spades you would have bid 14
over 1% at your first turn.

5. 1. Thisauction was produced by the brilliant Polish
pair, Balicki and Smudzinski. Looking at a misfit and
only one heart stopper, #4KQ1073, Y A74, ¢ 7, % K972,
Balicki thought that a second heart stopper would be
necessary for 3NT, so bid 3¥. YK lay over the Queen,
so the success of the contract depended on his partner
declaring the hand.

6. A. The question begs “why didn’t partner bid 3NT
immediately?”. The answer is that clearly any further
suggestion from you would be welcome. You have two
possibilities worth mentioning, 44 or 5, so you take
3NT out to 44e.

7. E. You won’t always make 3NT, or 44, but your
fast tricks suggest 3NT will be a better spot. In 3NT
your doubleton club king will be an asset, in 44 it will
be a liability.

8. B. Most of your points are outside partner’s suits,
always a bad sign. This is surely the time to sign off
with a natural 4NT. If opener lacks a fit when responder
shows a second suit at the four level, then 4NT must
be available to sign off

9. G. This is an old rule, and a good one, when op-

ponents show two suits you show stoppers. This is

especially useful when defending against two-suited

overcall conventions like Michaels or the Unusual
2NT.

Paul Lavings

Postfree Bridge Books



Hunter Valley - POKOLBIN VILLAGE RESORT & VILLA PROVENCE
May 28-31 (3 nights) $460 pp $ 170 Single Supp
With Greg Eustace & Gaye Allen of the Finesse Bridge Club

Pokolbin Village Resort is nestled amongst 40 Q/icturesque X
acres in the heart of the Pokolbin in the Hunter Valley with §
propular wineries and attractions within easy walking distance. B
he Pokolbin Village has 15 awards for excellence with g
Accommodation in the last 13 years and dual winner in 2001. | ™
The accommodation is a twin share paradise having two k&t
separate bedrooms. =

VIETNAM - 5 STAR - ALL INCLUSIVE - June 15— July 2 2007 Last Chance
Hand Picked by us for total luxury $ 2680 twin share $ 940 Single Supp

Includes 3 nights accommodation at the Majestic (Saigon),
an International Hotel.6 nights on two Victorian resorts on
The Mekong Delta. Finally we fly to Hoi An spending 7
nights with much to explore at the 5 Star Golden Sands
Resort. (No steps or baggage handling). Includes 16 nights

accommodation, all dinners, all breakfasts, all tours,

internal flights and all bridge.

SURFERS PARADISE - 4 % STAR - MORROCCAN APTS September 3-10
Luxury at Surfers (8 DAYS — 7 NIGHTS) from $ 1085 Twin Share or Double

The Moroccan Apartments is a Mediterranean style complex,
located right in the heart of Surfers Paradise. Each Apartment
is beautifully decorated and the resort is set within tropical
gardens. It is close to the exciting shops and boutiques on
Cavill Avenue and there are a vast number of restaurants and
cafes within walking distance from the apartments.

TERRIGAL -5 STAR - STAR OF THE SEA APTS - Oct 22-26
5 Star Luxury (5 DAYS —4 NIGHTS) from $ 595 Twin Share or Double

The apartments are absolutely amazing in size and presentation. When you consider that each apartment
is valued between $2m & $4m and it should not come as a surprise that they are very special. (Lifts to all

floors). Winner HMAA’S 2005 Winner, Best 5 Star Luxury Apartments (Central Coast).

Price From $ 595 Twin Share or Double: SS $90 -$ 150

Included in this price is 4 nights accommodation, 4 dinners at the
Reef & Harrison’s restaurants, all lunches including one at Terrigal
Surf Club. Included are hire buses to transport those to the
restaurants. Includes 7 sessions of bridge, 2 workshops, champagne
reception and a fabulous entertainment evening with the famous

Chris Drummond.

Email: gaveallen@optusnet.com.au Ph: (02) 9547 2383 (M) 0410 127 326 http//users.bigpond.net.au/FineseeBridgeClub/
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Cuebidding at Bridge: A Modern Approach
Ken Rexford, Master Point Press

here is not a lot of material in print on the topic

of cuebidding — which in this case refers to the
bidding of controls on the way to slam. The author,
an admitted non—expert player, decided to remedy
this situation with a scholarly work. Various exist-
ing material has been reviewed, and the author also
came up with some ideas of his own in order to put
everything into a logical framework. In his introduc-
tion, the author states that some of his applications
may have flaws, so presumably the material should
be read with a critical eye.

The basis of the work is the Italian style of cuebid-
ding (first and second round controls are bid without
priority) applied to a two-over-one game-forcing sys-
tem. Major suit agreement at the two-level without
interference is the “ideal” situation, as in the follow-
ing auction:

1le Pass 2% Pass
2¢ Pass 26 Pass
?

After this, bids can be specifically defined. For exam-
ple, cuebidding a side suit belonging to the cuebidder
(34) confirms two of the top three honours, while cue-
bidding one belonging to partner (3%) shows one top
honour. Cuebidding 2NT denies good trumps while
bypassing 2NT guarantees good trumps. Trumps can
be cued to show specific strength, and a 3NT cuebid
shows serious slam interest. Bypassing any cue de-
nies the ability to make that bid.

This is the easy part of the text. The remainder of the
book deals with much more esoteric material, such
as Picture Jumps, Picture Splinters, Wrap-around
Answering, the Serious 3NT, self-splinters, dealing
with minor-suit fits, and dealing with suit agreement
above the two-level. This part of the book is pretty
difficult reading, but then comes the chapter entitled
Complicated Auctions.

This is a collection of complex material, which will
only be worthwhile for the most dedicated partner-
ships. The memory requirements in order to imple-
ment everything in this book would be immense, but
certain specific ideas may be useful on their own. The
author gives an honest appraisal in his closing chapter
when he says he likes the thought of being able to get
the better of the experts on just the occasional hand.

John Hardy
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» John Hardy
Bridge Books
and Software

Books

Standard Bidding with SAYC
Downey & Pomer

Improve Your Judgement 1: Opening the Bidding
Audrey Grant

How the Experts Win at Bridge
Burt & Lynn Hall

2/1 Game Forcing: An Introduction
Steve Bruno & Max Hardy

The Fun Way to Better Bridge Play
Harry Lampert

Cuebidding at Bridge: A Modern Approach
Ken Rexford

25 Ways to Be a Better Defender
Seagram & Bird

Software

JACK 4.0
Upgrades from versions 2 and 3 available

Bridge Baron 17
Upgrade to BB17 (old CD required)
NEW! For Beginners - Learn and Practise

Bidding Conventions Vol. 1

Excellent learning tool for basic conventions
powered by Bridge Baron Teacher

Improve your bridge play with these —

A View from the Top
Bob Hamman and Barry Rigal on
bidding and play for advanced players

Modern American Bidding
Train yourself on 2/1 with Eric Kokish
& Beverley Kraft

Partnership Defence in Bridge
Woolsey’s classic on CD for intermediates

My Favourite 52
Over your shoulder test by Larry Cohen

Bridge Master 2000
Challenge your declarer play skills

The Terence Reese Classics

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or 0409 786 050

Email J.Hardy@ugq.net.au
Website www.ug.net.au/~zzjhardy

$30.80

$17.60

$36.30

$19.80

$26.40

$29.70

$33.00

$110.00

$108.90
$55.00

$45.10

$55.00

$66.00

$58.30

$33.00

$91.30
$66.00




Barrier Reef

MWackay (Contract Bridge (b e
Sth - 11th JUNE 2007

Queen’s Birthday Weekend

Venue Mercy College Hall
Penn Street, Mackay

Chief Director LAURIE KELSO

Senior Director Monica Darley
Assistant Director Roland Taylor

Contacts: Monica Darley Phone: 07 49511523
e-mail: mmdarley@bigpond.com
Mackay Contract Bridge Club
e-mail: mcbc@mackay.net.au
Website: http://www.mackaybridgeclub.org.au

Smoking is not permitted on the premises
or anywhere within the grounds.

Venue has full wheelchair access

@ o)

PROGRAM

1.00pm Walk-in Pairs

(entry $15.00 per pair -pay at table)
7:00pm Welcome

7.30pm Eric Parsons Butler Pairs (1)

Friday June 8

Saturday June 9 9.30am Eric Parsons Butler Pairs (2)
2.30pm Healthpoint Day & Night Chemist
Swiss Teams (1)

Sunday June 10 9.30am Healthpoint Day & Night Chemist
Swiss Teams (2)

2.30pm Healthpoint Day & Night Chemist
Swiss Teams (3)

Monday June 11 9.00am Healthpoint Day & Night Chemist
Swiss Teams (4)

1.00pm Presentation of Prizes

Light luncheon provided to players Saturday to Monday

Tea, coffee & home made biscuits provided during session
times.

Limited bar service will operate throughout the congress.

PRIZES

PAIRS 1sT $800 2ND $600 3RD $400 4T1H
$200
Teams 1sT $1600 2nD $1200 3rRD $800

41H $400

BEST NORTH QUEENSLAND PAIR $200
2ND BEST NORTH QUEENSLAND PAIR  $100
BEST NORTH QUEENSLAND TEAM $400
2ND BEST NORTH QUEENSLAND TEAM  $200
Mackay City C il 5-!‘! 'A-!.-ua‘
MACKAY ackay City Counci
EA""™"  Are sponsoring this event for the third time.

Healthpoint Day & Night Chemist

67-69 Sydney Street Phone (07) 4963 0300
Trading hours
8am - 9pm - 365 Days a Year

Barrier Reef Congress Entry Form

HEALTHPOINT DAY & NIGHT CHEMIST SWISS TEAMS @ $ 360.00 per Team Please V
ERIC PARSONS PAIRS @ $100.00 per Pair (Pairs & Teams $140.00 per person) One column ONLY
Place Names in order of partnerships
Captain Name ABF Number MP Status Club Pairs | Teams | Teams &
PleaseV Pairs

17



More Book Review

3NT in Depth by Augie Boehm
HNB, 2007, soft cover, $26.95 postfree

re you confident of reaching the correct contract

when the opponents Michaels against you, or
when both opponents are in the bidding in low-level
competitive auctions? Are you familiar with the terms
“half-stopper” and “fast tricks”; are you comfortable
with all the ins and outs of Lebensohl, when 4NT is a
sign off, when it is invitational, and when it asks for
Key Cards?

And how is your technique in tight 3NT contracts
where you need to combine chances, or keep out the
dangerous opponent?

“3NT in Depth” contains a wealth of information, fo-
cussing on easy-to-use bidding tools to work out when
to choose 3NT and when to avoid it. The 24 short
chapters are to the point, with many example hands
showing how top players flourish in low-level auc-
tions. Plus there is a mid-term exam to test you on the
bidding. The book also touches on areas of judgment;
for instance what should responder bid next on this
sequence holding # J83, ¥ 9, ¢ A8632, % A1064:

OPENER RESPONDER
1v INT
3v ?

49 is clear-cut. With two aces responder should ac-
cept, but the partnership may not have a spade stop-
per, and in notrumps the tricks may be too slow to set
up, with no fit in partner’s suit.

The play section also has many examples and quiz-
zes. How would you cope with this problem in 3NT:

West (Dummy) East (You)
#J106 #A53
YA94 YK87
¢J4 *AKG63
SKQJ73 #1082

West opens 1¢, North overcalls 2¢, showing 5-5 in

the majors, and you jump to 3NT. Plan the play after
South leads #7. You need to lose a trick to ®A, so
how can you avoid the loss of four spades and a club?
East clearly has # KQ98x so play #J and when East
covers, simply duck.

Back Through the Pack by Julian Pottage
ViviSphere, 2006, soft cover, $29.95 postfree

In 1992 bridge journalists around the world were
polled to find the best 20 bridge books of all time.
Number three on their list was the brilliant “Right
Through the Pack” by Robert Darvas and Norman
De V. Hart, where each card tells the story of a hand
where it plays the key role.

Julian Pottage has gone one better by writing a book
where each card tells of two hands where it is the key
card. “Back Through the Pack” is a worthy successor
to the original, with hands of the highest quality and
the entertaining storylines. Here is a sample, from
The Tales of the Six of Hearts:

A A4
¥J1096
¢ AJ10
SKQ3
#Q85 & K107
¥8754 YAKQ32
¢ - ¢732
$)108754 H62
4J632
VY-
+KQ98654
S A9
West North East South
1v 24
3v Dbl Pass 49
Pass 64 All Pass

West led ¥8, covered by ¥9, ¥Q and trumped in hand.
One round of trumps revealed the 3-0 break, and de-
clarer paused to consider. East may have doubleton
#Q10 or # K10, but a better chance is to squeeze both
opponents in hearts.

Continued on page 20

StepBridge.com.cau

the Australian
internet bridge club

Your online homeclub with huge StepPer discounts
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Play Bridge
ACross
The Atlantic

6th — 23" November, 2007

Sail with Joan Butts and Audrey Grant (world class US teacher) and join
Audrey’s bridge players on an 11-day cruise (Lisbon to Miami)

on board the Crystal Serenity (voted world’s best Cruise Ship)

Joan’s players will spend two nights pre-cruise in

Lisbon, & two nights post-cruise in the stunning

Bellagio Hotel, Las Vegas
Enjoy daily bridge lectures ~ for beginners, intermediate &
advanced players ~ & games, serious or social
with Audrey & Joan

The life on board the ship will be filled with so many wonderful
activities that you’ll find it hard to disembark!

Joan hails from Brisbane. She has owned and operated a bridge club there for 18 years.
She has a BA, Dip. Ed. & Dip. Ed. Psych., and has written bridge books for beginners
and intermediates. Joan has taught on cruise ships around the world. As a player, she
has represented Australia and Queensland many times, but her passion is teaching
bridge, and she aims to create an atmosphere of fun for her students while using a
straightforward, hands-on approach to the game.

PRICES (Per Person ~ including; return airfares, 2

nights Lisbon, 11 night cruise (including all meals
and entertainment), 2 nights Las Vegas, transfers,

gratuities. Port charges and all bridge lessons.

$11,180 (AUD) per person share twin
Single prices on application

For more information, telephone Joan on 0413 772 650
Email: joaneb@ug.net.au Website: www.joanbuttsbridge.com
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After drawing trumps ending in dummy declarer led
¥J, forcing East to cover. Declarer ruffed, and con-
fident now of the heart position, he played one more
round of trumps, discarding #4 from dummy. Then
came three rounds of clubs, with the position as be-
low before declarer cashed the third club:

AA9
v106
‘ —
*Q
4Q85 AKI107
v75 ¥ A3
* - -
- -
41632
Y-
*9
* —

On the last club East could part with a spade, but West
was well and truly finished. The hands are truly in the
master class, and the book will be read for instruction
as well as enjoyment for a long time to come.

One Circle By Wim de Meer
Temple House, 2005, soft cover, $24.95 postfree

his book review is something different, because it

is not about a bridge book at all, but the autobiog-
raphy of one of Sydney’s most interesting and popular
bridge personalities. “One Circle” tells of three dis-
tinct chapters of our hero’s life. Firstly we follow his
early life in pre-WW2 Holland, and the hardships and
savagery of war in Hitler’s Europe. Next is his life
after the war, and how Wim wins the struggle with his
sexual fantasy. When a catastrophic event ends this
part of his existence he migrates to Australia, takes
up bridge and yoga, and builds himself a busy and
successful life.

I found the book a highly enjoyable read, but be
warned. There are no bridge hands, or discussion of
bridge. Also the book is extremely explicit, and a few
people | spoke to who read it found it too raunchy.
In fact if you know someone whose sex life could
do with some stimulation, then “One Circle” would
make the ideal gift.

Paul Lavings, Postfree Bridge Books

Tuesday 14" August ¥ Welcome Walk-in Pairs
Wednesday 15" — Thursday 16" ¥ Butler Swiss Pairs
Friday 17*" ¥ Workshop and Walk in Pairs
Friday 17 - Sunday 21 ¥ Swiss Teams
Total Prize Money: $14,700 CASH AND OVER $6,000 SESSIONAL PRIZES
Open and Restricted Sections
Contact: Robyn Bingham (02) 6651 7845 or Helen Blewitt (02) 6651 1686

Email: chbridge@midcoast.com.au Website www.coffsbridge.com.au
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Shangyri-la
anol the
Golden Triangle

China, Laos, Burma and Thatland
September 2007
Bridge Tour - Now bridge players welcome

Bridge Director -
Cheryl Stmpson Ph: 0F 55382821

Bookings and Information:
Ros Bulat - World Travel Professionals
1800 249804

Total package includes:
Return Economy flights from Sydney or Brisbane (other ports on request), local flights Lijiang to Jinghong
and Luang Prabang, 10 nights hotel accommodation (mostly 5 star), 3 nights in a standard cabin on the
Mekong Sun, most meals, basic drinks while onboard the Mekong Sun, all sightseeing, professional
English Speaking guides, porterage, Airport transfers, all bridge games. Priced from $5690 per person
twin share.

The mighty Mekong River flows past six countries and until recently it has been unnavigable in its upper
reaches. Be one of the few who have been to some of these regions.

This true “GENTLE ADVENTURE” is limited to only 24 guests aboard our privately chartered, brand new
German owned boat, “Mekong Sun”.

This 21 day fully escorted tour includes your flights from Australia to Kunming, your land tour including 10

nights accommodation at mostly 5 star hotels, 2 night transfer onboard the Mekong Prince from China to
Thailand before boarding your 6 night Mekong Sun Cruise to Luang Prabang in Laos.

Business Class and alternative flight options available on request

Your package is bnclusive of the best
available accommodation, Flve Star tn
most cases. Along with highly experienced
English speaking Tour Gulides.

Call for your copy of full ttinerary
1800 249804 ~ RoS

World Travel Professionals — Lic TAG 1502 QLD
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Congress Dates & Results

May 25 - 27

Mudgee Congress

Walk in Pairs, Open Pairs, Open Teams.
Convener: Val Heferen valkev@bigpond.com

June 30 -July 1

Geelong Congress

Open and Restricted Swiss Pairs and Teams
Contact: Sue Robinson suerob@ncable.net.au

Sunday, July 15

Gold Coast Congress - Swiss Teams

Convener: Pam Jessep gchc@winshop.com.au
Friday July 27 - 29

Sapphire Coast Congress

Walk in Pairs, Swiss Pairs and Teams.

Convener: Bruce McPhail bmcphail@ozemail.com.au

August 11-12

Nowra Congress

Bomaderry Bowling Club, Director: Chris Diment
Convener: Ted Murphy tedmurphy@tadaust.org.au

August 25-26
Ballina Pairs Congress (NSW)
Contact: Lyn Graham bbclub@internode.on.net

October 6 -7

Gold Coast Congress

Butler Pairs & Swiss Teams

Convener: Pam Jessep gcbhc@winshop.com.au

November 4

Port Stephens Congress

Swiss Teams

Contact: bonito72@bigpond.net.au
November 18

Ballina Restricted Pairs Congress (NSW)
Contact: Lyn Graham bbclub@internode.on.net

Club Secretaries: Please email editor@abf.com.au
to be included in this list

Maitland Teams Congress
This event, held on April 22, saw 45 teams in attendance.

1st: Liz Fanos, George Finikiotis, Jim & Ellie Fitzgerald
2nd: Julie Gleeson, Chris Dibley, Paul McGrath,

Robyn Fletcher.

3rd: Sylvia Foster, Christine Hadaway,

Sally & Garry Clarke.

Letter to the Editor

“The front page article in the February edition of Bridge
Association of Western Australia was promising. | think

the 6 point plan to promote bridge should be adopted by
the ABF".

Judy Williams
Geelong Bridge Club

Go to: http://www.bawa.asn.au/bw/february07.pdf to view
the newsletter.

From the Management Committee

“Any reports received by the ABF which in the opinion of
the Management Committee need wider circulation will
take place without reference back to the originator.”

Richard Grenside
ABF Secretary
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Events Calendar

19-20 May, 2007
Western Senior Pairs, Perth
Convener: Allison Stralow, Tel: 0403 153 823

Friday June 1 and Saturday June 2
World Wide Bridge Contest www.ecatsbridge.com

June 4-13
45th PABC Championships, Bandung, Indonesia
www.pabf2007.org

June 7-11

Victor Champion Cup, Melbourne
Venue: Melbourne Convention Centre
Convener: Diana Jacobs 0413 003 633
Email: vcc@abf.com.au

June 8- 11

Barrier Reef Congress, Mercy College Hall,

Penn Street, Mackay

Convenor: Monica Darley mmdarley@bigpond.com
July 6-21

Australian National Congress, Fremantle, WA
Venue: Esplanade Hotel, South Terrace

Convener: Allison Stralow, Tel: 0403 153 823

August 25 - 26
Swan River Swiss Open Pairs
Convener: Hilary Yovich

September 6 - 9

Territory Gold Bridge Festival, Darwin
Convener: Pam Nunn

Email: tgbf@abf.com.au

SR

the NTBA and the ABF present the
Territory Gold Bridge Festival
2007

m

Darwin
at the Holiday Inn, Esplanade

[T ——

Thursday, September 6th — Sunday, September 9™

Three events; Matchpoint Pairs (Thursday)
Swiss Teams (Friday)

Swiss Pairs (Saturday & Sunday)

tHE swiss PaiRs WITH PQPs

ALL WITH GOLD MASTERPOINTS
& CASH PRIZES

Welcome BBQ and Pairs at the Darwin Bridge Club, Wednesday Sept 5", 6pm
Victory Dinner, Sunday evening September 9™ at the Darwin Sailing Club

[Why not make it part of a great “Top End” holiday? The Northern Territory has so
imuch to see in the top end. Don’t miss out.
The Holiday Inn Esplanade is an excellent venue, and offers a great
hccommodation package at just $135/room/night, including breakfast.
[For details, telephone (08) 89010704 and mention the Bridge Festival when making
the booking. Only a limited number of rooms are available at this price.

For more information, session times, entry brochure, etc.:-

visit the NTBA web-site at www.ntba.com.au

Directors: Phil Gue & Martin Willcox

adelaidebridge@ozemail.com.au
(08) 83 79 2044

Convener: Pam Nunn

tgbf@abf.com.au
(08) 89 81 7287




Come to Queensland for a
Winter Bridge Holiday

with JOAN BUTTS at the
Hyatt Regency, Sanctuary Cove,

Gold Coast

5 nights - Thurs 30 August to Tues 4 September 2007

Just DO it — you’ll have a ball
HYATLT

SAMNCTUARY COWE

Joan teaches many people to play and improve their
bridge each year. She organises bridge holidays &
cruises, and has written beginners and intermediate
books that offer a new hands-on approach to
learning the game. She owns and operates a bridge
club, and has represented Australia in Women’s
bridge.

Choose from:

% the 5 night package, (from $1195.00 per person
twin share) Single supplement (add $550.00)

% a weekend stay (Fri Sat $430.00 per head twin
share) Single supplement (add $220.00)

OR

< A daily rate (no accom - 2 lessons, 2 games, tea
& coffee ) $55.00 per day per person.

Your package

Vilage, located within the resort, has

levels of player. Need a partner? NO worries.

includes:

All bridge lessons with notes, and games, twin share (single accom is available, and upgrades)
coffee & tea during bridge, a welcome cocktail party, a victory dinner and prizes.

The Programme

Thursday 30t August Friday 31st August Saturday 1st September
6.00 Get together meeting 9.30, and 10.30 Lessons. 9.30 & 10.30 Lessons.
7.30 First Duplicate Game 1.00 Romney Pairs 1 1.00 Sanctuary Pairs

5.30 - 6.00 COCKTAIL PARTY 7.30 Sanctuary Pairs Final

7.30 Romney Pairs 2.

Monday 2nd September

9.30 & 10.30 Lessons. Tuesday 27t
1.00-4.00 Hyatt Teams 9.30 Last Lesson
6.00 Victory Dinner

7.30/8.00 Goodbye Pairs

The Hyatt Regency is a five-star resort, on Qld’s
Gold Coast. It is surrounded by championship
golf courses and a 300-berth marina. The

multitude of waterfront restaurants, cafes and
eateries, as well as boutiques and specialty
stores. Your bridge holiday will feature the best
in modern bridge lessons and games for all
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Pos[ftgg PAUL LAVINGS POSTFREE BRIDGE BOOKS
PO Box 807 Double Bay NSW 1360

Tel: (02) 9388-8861 Email: postfree@bigpond.net.au
Visit bridge museum at www.postfree.cc

VISIT OUR SHOP/OFFICE AT UPSTAIRS/ 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030
(just browsing is OK). Park and enter from rear lane. NEW BOOKS AND SOFTWARE,
GIFTS, HOME & CLUB SUPPLIES, QUALITY SECOND HAND BRIDGE BOOKS
AND BEAUTIFUL VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE ITEMS.

New

Arrivals
Canada’s Bridge 3NT in Depth Silver for Ireland Back Through the Bridge Encyclopedia
Warriors — by Augie Boehm By Enda Murphy Pack 560 pages of bridge
Eric Murray and Low level competitive  An inspiring story of By Julian Pottage info + suit
Sami Kehela bidding with planning to Each card in the pack  combinations,
By Roy Hughes 3NT in mind, plus succeed. A look at tells the story of its 100s of profiles,
The story of the chapters on teams bridge at the two favourite hands. bridge bibliography
Canadian pair who play and defence in top level. Lots of Quite brilliant. Next edition due 2012
rose to dominate 3NT. Super book. hands. $29.95 POSTFREE $64.95 POSTFREE
bridge in the USA. $26.95 POSTFREE $29.95 POSTFREE (Was $119.50)

$36.95 POSTFREE

Matchpoint Defense Leading Questions Off the Road One Circle My System: The

by Jim Priebe in Bridge Declarer Play By Wim de Meer unbalanced diamond
Visualisation at By Sally Brock By David Bird A Sydney bridge By Marshall Miles
matchpoint defence, The questions you Less known personality’s Miles presents his
where every trick should ask stratagems plus struggle with his “Optimal System”.
counts. yourself before you new and unusual ways sexual fantasy. Some great ideas for
$29.95 postfree lead. to play the hand. (no bridge hands) the serious player.

$29.95 POSTFREE $29.95 POSTFREE $24.95 POSTFREE $29.95 POSTFREE

VALUE - POSTFREE DEALS FOR CLUBS An ideal gift— A subscription to

500 page double-sided BIDDING SLIPS. 40 pads

$180 Australian Bridge,
- TRAVELLERS, SYSTEM CARDS, PERSONAL your national bridge
SCORERS magazine.

EBA 100% PLASTIC SUPER CARDS — $4.40 per
pack

$49 for 6 issues.

» QUEENS SLIPPER $2.80 per pack Dealing Machine We stock the full

. E;glr:eapo 100% plastic barcoded cards 65c per NEW SUPER MACHINE! o range of Paul

« PLASTIC DUPLICATE BOARDS $2.75 each 100% Australian made ST Marston’s beginner
* ASE 8 CLUB SCORING PROGRAM - $399 No barcodes, faster, smarter, and intermediate

i books and cheat sheets. Discounts
DERRICK BROWNE BEGINNER & INT. BOOKS, cheaper at 33995 + delivery

) Flippers postfree@bigpond.net.au for clubs and teachers.
+ BIDDING BOXES $49.95 set / REFILLS 100%
plastic $29.95 set
« TIMER for bridge clubs $495 ALL NON-DISCOUNT MAIL ORDER IS POSTFREE!

CPVLODVIGDVIVPAVIGAVIGNAVIINAVIGAVIGAVAGNOA
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