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Two world-class teams fought out the final 
of the 15th NEC Cup in Yokohama in early 

February. They were the two favourites, Lavazza, 
Maria Teresa Lavazza, Norberto Bocchi, Agus-
tin Madala, Giorgio Duboin, Antonio Sementa, 
Guido Ferraro, with Massimo Ortensi coach and 
Zimmerman, Pierre Zimmerman, Fulvio Fantoni, 
Claudio Nunes, Cezary Balicki, Adam Zmudzin-
ski, Franck Multon. There were 48 teams, whit-
tled down to eight, Swiss-style, and included star 
players from the Netherlands, Bulgaria, China, 
Canada, England, Korea, Sweden, USA plus 
the winners of the World Youth Teams. In the 
qualifying, Zimmerman came first and Lavazza 
second.

Two teams from Australia were invited, Oz Play-
ers, Ashley Bach - Ishmael Del’Monte, Matt Mul-
lamphy - Ron Klinger and Oz2, Peter Gill - Paul 
Gosney, Sartaj Hans - Tony Nunn. Oz Players 
qualified fourth, including a 15-15 draw against 
Lavazza, a 19-11 win over Zimmerman and only 
one loss (4-25 vs Netherlands). In the quarter-
finals the Netherlands chose us and again had a 
huge win, by 78 IMPs.

Oz2 beat the Bulgarian All Stars 21-9 and the 
Chinese Women 24-6, but did not get a chance to 
play against Lavazza or Zimmerman. With one 

round to go Oz2 needed a 20-10 win to reach 
the quarter-finals. They drew 15-15 and came 
13th.

On this deal from the Oz Players vs Zimmerman 
match, we benefitted from an undisciplined pre-
empt:

East deals, EW vulnerable
  A K 9 8 6 5 4
 5
 A 10 2

Q J

  Q 7  J 10 3
 8 7 2 10 6
 K Q 9 8 5 7 6 4 3
 A 6 4  10 7 5 3
  2
 A K Q J 9 4 3
 J

K 9 8 2

 West North East South
 Multon Del’Monte Zimmerman Bach
     Pass 1
 Pass 1  Pass 4
 Pass 4NT Pass  5 1
 Pass 6   All Pass

1. 2 Key Cards + Q.

 West North East South
 Klinger Fantoni Mullamphy Nunes
     Pass 4
 All Pass

12 tricks are routine, and so that was worth 11 
IMPs 

Team Lavazza
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We welcome reports 
on major ABF events.  
If  accepted, we pay y
$100 for articles not  
published elsewhere

E: editor@abf.com.au

Copy Deadline 
for Issue No 143, May 2010, the deadline is:

April 26, 2010
Late submissions will be held over until Issue 144,

July 2010, at the discretion of the Editor
Email: editor@abf.com.au

Another 13 IMPs came on this deal:

West deals, NS vulnerable
  A 9 7
 Q J 8 2
 Q J 8 3 2

8

  ---  K 8 6 2
 7 6 4 3 A 5
 A 6 K 10 9 7 4
 K Q 10 5 4 3 2 9
  Q J 10 5 4 3
 K 10 9
 ---

A J 7 6

 West North East South
 Multon Del’Monte Zimmerman Bach
 1   Pass 1 1 4  
 Pass Pass Dbl All Pass

1. Shows spades.

Given the vulnerability, South assumed that East 
had psyched the spade response. East had not, but 
South still came home with 10 tricks for +790.

 West North East South
 Klinger Fantoni Mullamphy Nunes
 1  Pass 1 1 Pass
 2  Pass Pass 2  
 Pass 3 2 Pass 3
 All Pass
1. Shows spades.
2. Good hand in context of bidding.

I would have assumed South’s 2  was to play, 
and so it was strange that NS played in their 4-3 
fit, down one, rather than their nine-card fit. 

In the 64-board final Zimmerman led 47-4 after 
16 boards. The second set was 40-40, but 47-14 
to Lavazza in the third set narrowed the gap to 
101-91. Lavazza gained more ground in the last 
session and with one board left, it was Zimmer-
man 127, Lavazza 126. On the last board Lavazza 
collected 3 IMPs from +400 vs. –300 to win by 
2 IMPs.

Board 26 was probably the finest in the final:

West deals, all vulnerable
  A Q J 10 2
 5 2
 K Q 5 3

8 2

  K 8 7 4 3  9 5
 A 10 9 J 8 7 6 4
 10 8 7 9 6
 10 7  Q J 6 4
  6
 K Q 3
 A J 4 2

A K 9 5 3

Both tables reached 6  with no opposition bid-
ding. Nunes tried to ruff out clubs, and then went 
for the ruffing spade finesse. He lost to A and 

K. At the other table, Bocchi received a trump 
lead, which he won with the ace, and finessed Q. 
Then came A, spade ruff (bad news), A, K, 
club ruff, spade. . . East discarded a heart, and so 
South could ruff low, leaving this ending:
  J
 5 2
 K Q

---

  K  ---
 A 10 J 8 7
 8 7 9
 ---  Q
  ---
 K Q 3
 J

9

South led K and West was stymied. If he took 
A and returned a trump, the last trump would 

squeeze East in hearts and clubs. If West ducked 
K, South could score three more tricks via the 

black suit ruffs. 

East needed to ruff in on the fourth spade. Now 
South would be left with 4 in the above ending. 
West can then take A and return a heart. When 
South wins and ruffs a club or a heart in dummy, 
West can ditch K and score a trump trick.

The tournament is thoroughly enjoyable and 
very well run by Tadashi Yoshida, with Richard 
Grenside heading the directing staff and excel-
lent Daily Bulletins by Richard Colker and Barry 
Rigal. It would be an attractive initiative if the 
ABF were to sponsor a team to the NEC Festival, 
perhaps one of the Australian national teams.

Ron Klinger
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T raralgon Bridge Club, 
after many years of frus-

tration and disappointments, 
has finally obtained its own 
clubrooms.
The club could now be con-
sidered to be a strong coun-
try club. But it had humble 
beginnings, starting from a 
small group of social players, about 20 years 
ago, running regular events in private homes, or 
temporary rented rooms.
The club was eventually able to make a regular 
booking with Traralgon Uniting Church, where 
they played twice a week, with the occasional 
additional day for special events. The church 
premises were comfortable, and there was always 
a cordial relationship between the club and the 
church, but as with all rented premises, there 
were disadvantages. 
For example, it meant that after close of play, 
the tables, chairs and other equipment had to 
be packed up and put away in an overcrowded 
lockable, cupboard. There was no facility for 
honour boards or other displays. The normal 
room for bridge play was often unavailable if 
the church had a special function. A computer 
and printer had to be carried in and taken home 
on the day. There was no incentive to add value 
to the premises.
Then of course, there was always the running 
costs of the commercial rental, which was a 
consistent drain on the club’s finances.
All these factors prompted efforts to find a per-
manent home for the club, but attempts to find 
alternative premises in an expanding country 
town had been fruitless. Any possible build-
ings were, after investigation, found to have 
overwhelming deficiencies, and the proposal 
had to be abandoned. The premises were either 
too small, inconveniently located, deficient in 
parking or security, or prohibitively expensive 
to buy, rent, or refurbish.
Then, about 18 months ago a building, owned 
by the local council, which had the potential 
of being the ideal premises for a club became 
available. The building was located in Traral-
gon showgrounds, a convenient location, but 
it needed work because the premises had been 
almost unused for about five years, and were 
badly run down. 

New premises for Traralgon However, they were available at a peppercorn 
rental, so for the first time, the club could seri-
ously consider a move.

But it was a big decision. Although the club had 
some reserves, a wrong decision could bank-
rupt it. The committee held meetings, trying to 
consider everything that could go wrong, and 
estimating the money required. This had to in-
clude the cost of labour, as well as furniture and 
hardware. Finally, after months of deliberation, 
a special general meeting was called to put the 
proposed move to a membership vote. The result 
was gratifying, with the proposal to move being 
carried by an overwhelming majority.

Fortunately, the club was lucky to have a dynamic 
President, Rob Graham, as well as a hard working 
committee and an enthusiastic membership.

A three-month programme was set up to get the 
premises ready. This was achieved, and the first 
games were held on Melbourne Cup Day 2009, 
with the opening celebration being a barbecue. 
There was strong support from local clubs, as 
well as a few from as far away as Melbourne.A 
total of 80 turned up to play bridge on the day.

To give some idea of the work involved, it is 
estimated around 350 hours was given by the 
members in working bees. The club is grateful 
for the assistance from social service work crews, 
who completely repainted the interior.

New tables and chairs were purchased, toilets 
were repaired and air conditioning units installed. 
The council were cooperative and helpful, mak-
ing minor repairs, and installing additional se-
curity lighting. There were generous donations 
of hardware, paint and kitchen equipment. The 
members’ generosity was further demonstrated 
with contributions of debenture funds to assist in 
budgeting for new equipment. But the Treasurer 
was able to report, after all the work, the whole 
project has come in under budget, and the deben-
ture holders will be paid off during 2010.

The clubrooms are now fully operational, with 
a playing area measuring something like 70m x 
7m. This is large enough to comfortably set up 
20 tables on the carpeted area. 

The club it is already planning to hold conven-
tions and major events. It is planned to have an 
official opening on March 23, where the local 
politicians, council officials and other dignitar-
ies will be invited, together with past members 
and supporters.

NOT the premises 
- still waiting for 

photos!
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Bridge Squeezes

Complete

by Clyde E. Love
$37.95 + postage
(heavy)

Classic book on
squeezes,
revised and up-
dated. Due mid
April.

Jack 5

CD PC $99.00
Bridge Baron 20

(CD, PC or Mac)
$99.00 POSTFREE

Bridge, Probabil-

ity & Information

by Robert F.
MacKinnon
$29.95 postfree

Discusses con-
cepts such as
vacant spaces
and restricted
choice,
and much more.
Due mid April.

Take All Your

Chances at

Bridge

by Eddie Kantar
$29.95
Squeeze out ev-
ery extra chance.

The Mysterious

Multi

How to play it,
play against it
by Mark Horton &
Jan van Cleeff
$29.95 post-free

At last, a full book
on the Multi 2D.
Due mid April.

Common Bid-

ding Mistakes to

Avoid

by Ross Dick
$24.95

Deceptive

Declarer Play

The Art of Bam-
boozling at Bridge
- Volume 1
by Barry Rigal
$29.95 post-free

Beautiful book on
declarer play tech-
nique.

Test Your Slam

Play CD

by Eddie Kantar
PC $59.95
82 slam play prob-
lems.

Deceptive

Defense

The Art of Bam-
boozling at Bridge
- Volume 2
by Barry Rigal
$29.95 post-free

Excellent book on
defensive tech-
nique.

Bridge Squeezes

Complete CD

PC $59.95
From the classic
Clyde Love book.

Win at Duplicate

Bridge

by Fred Parker
$29.95 postfree

Explains modern
bidding tech-
niques and
conventions with
quizzes.

PAMPHLETS

from

MARTY BERGEN

24 pages

Modern Doubles
2/1 Game Forcing
NT Forcing
Hand Evaluation
Weak 2-Bids
Bergen Raises
How to Play 3NT
How to Play 4 of a
Major

$12.95 each
POSTFREE

{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][

PAUL LAVINGS BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES
PO Box 807 Double Bay NSW 1360

Tel: (02) 9388-8861 Email: postfree@bigpond.net.au

Visit bridge museum www.postfree.cc or drop in at

UPSTAIRS, 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030.

Books, software, club & home supplies. 2nd hand books, vintage & antique items.

TOP VALUE DEALS FOR CLUBS

• 500 page double-sided BIDDING SLIPS
40 pads $192, 80 pads $368 + postage

• Plastic bidding block holders $9.95 +
postage

• TRAVELLERS, SYSTEM CARDS,
INSTANT SCORERS

• 100% PLASTIC SUPER CARDS – $4.40
per pack plus postage

• QUEENS SLIPPER $2.50 per pack plus
postage

• PLASTIC DUPLICATE BOARDS $3.30
each + postage

• DERRICK BROWNE BEGINNER & INT.
BOOKS, Flippers

• BIDDING BOXES $49.95 or $59.95
with beautiful 100% plastic bid cards.

Dealing Machine
NEW

MACHINE!

100% Australian
made, a sensa-
tion worldwide.

No barcodes, faster, smarter,
cheaper at $4495 + delivery within
Australia. Ask us about government
grants.

Buy Australian – We Do

An ideal gift – a subscription to Aus-

tralian Bridge, your national
bridge magazine. $54 for 6 issues.

We stock the full range of Paul
Marston’s beginner & intermediate
books & cheat sheets, including:
INTRODUCTION TO BRIDGE,
THE LANGUAGE OF BIDDING
(both books in Standard or Acol)

Discounts for clubs and teachers

New Books

Recent Top Sellers

{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][{}][

Bridge clubs – we pay first $10 postage on orders over $350
NON-DISCOUNTED BOOKS & SOFTWARE ARE POSTFREE (unless stated)
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It’s the Law!
Shuffling and Dealing

I sometimes hear comments about the 
difference in ‘feel’ of hand-shuffled 

versus computer-shuffled boards. 

Theoretically, a deck of cards needs 
to be subjected to seven (7) ‘riffle’ 
shuffles in order to totally destroy any 
residual effects from the previous deal. 

Since most manual shuffling is at best cursory, it is 
really of little surprise that the results are sometimes 
flatter than the truly random hands produced via com-
puter generation.

Recently I received two enquiries on the subject:

1. “I usually shuffle and deal the cards 1-2-3-4-5 then 
back across 4-3-2-1 and then 2-3-4-5 continuously.  
At the end I put the first pile and the last together 
to make an even 13 in each. I believe it mixes the 
cards up better and I have done this over such a long 
period of time that it is now an absolute habit.

 Since arriving at a new club, I have been criticised 
for my dealing.  I asked someone else in authority, 
and they said that there was no problem, as the rules 
state to deal into four piles, and it does not say the 
manner in which you should do it. Could you advise 
me whether it is legal or illegal to shuffle and deal 
in this way?

This issue is covered by Law 6B, which states:

“The cards must be dealt face down, one card at a 
time, into four hands of 13 cards each; each hand is 
then placed face down in one of the four pockets of the 
board.  The recommended procedure is that the cards 
be dealt in rotation, clockwise.”
Hence the 1-2-3-4-5-4-3-2-1-2-3-etc. method is not il-
legal, and it is not an infraction to deal in this manner.  
It is, of course, not the ‘recommended’ (i.e. clockwise 
1-2-3-4-1-2-3-4) procedure. 
There are, however, certain other variants such as 1-
2-3-4-4-3-2-1-1-2-3-4-etc., which are illegal because 
they result in successive cards ending up in the same 
hand. Note finally that the Law also allows for each 
of the four resultant piles to be placed in any pocket 
of the board.
2. “I note an ABF directive that the dealing machine 

should not be set in any way other than to deal ran-
domly for sessions awarding ABF Masterpoints. We 
do this with one exception: we organise the sessions 
so that the ‘good’ hands are distributed equally 
between NS and EW – the program does of course 

allow this option to varying degrees. This way we 
do not get those frequent complaints from our pre-
machine dealt days of “I haven’t had a good hand 
all day!!” – or maybe only one. I can see nothing 
at all wrong with this arrangement – however, it 
probably contravenes the ABF ruling and must be 
stopped. Please advise?”

This not only contravenes the directive, but it is also 
a violation of Law 6E2, which states: 
“The Director may require a different method of deal-
ing or pre-dealing to produce the same wholly random 
expectations...”
The important aspect here is to note the requirement 
that the hands must be ‘wholly random’.
Some players still ask, “What level of difficulty has 
‘the machine’ been set at?” In other words, they remain 
wary of computer-generated deals, and to deliberately 
place further constraints upon the process only fuels 
those concerns.
In order for a dealing program to conform to the vari-
ous statistical measures of ‘randomness’, the software 
makes use of a ‘random number’ generation algorithm.  
This produces a random string of digits, which are then 
used to distribute the 52 cards among the four hands 
of a deal. When extra parameters are added with the 
intent of excluding certain types of hands, the program 
simply produces a larger number of random deals and 
then discards those that don’t conform to the artificially 
imposed constraint.
In the example above, if the computer begins by gener-
ating a few hands where one direction holds a surplus 
of values, then it will soon start discarding deals until it 
produces some which redress that imbalance. This can 
lead to quite interesting tactical situations for the play-
ers, for example, if a pair in the early part of a session 
has held a surplus of HCPs, then they will know that it 
won’t continue. That information might then encour-
age them to increase the frequency of their preemptive 
actions and perhaps even try the odd psych!
Another common type of dealing machine manipula-
tion ensures that at least one hand in every deal holds 
13 or more HCP, thereby removing any possibility of 
a ‘Passed In’ board. Deals doctored in this manner 
require a change in one’s approach to third-seat open-
ings, as well as altering the considerations that govern 
re-opening actions.
As with any Law, the best approach is not to break 
it.  Let the dealing machine do whatever it wants and 
remember that all those percentage plays and bids 
are based upon the premise that the cards really are 
distributed randomly.

Laurie Kelso
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The Northern Territory Bridge Association 
presents

Territory Gold Bridge Festival

When:      1st‐5th September 2010 
  Where:    Alice Springs Convention Centre 
  What:      Three events:   Swiss Pairs (with player qualifying points) 
                            Swiss Teams & Matchpoint Pairs 

 
ALL WITH GOLD MASTERPOINTS, CASH PRIZES 

& MOST EVENINGS FREE! 

x Make it part of a great “Red Centre” holiday? Alice Springs 
  and the surrounding area offers so much to see in this unique  
  part of Australia.   
 

x Lasseters Hotel Casino and Convention Centre is an excellent 
venue, and offers a great accommodation package including 
breakfast: $150 superior/deluxe room/ night, or a suite $230. 

  email reservations.lhc@lasseters.com.au or ph: (08) 89507777  
  Mention the Bridge Festival when making the booking because 
  rooms are limited.  BOOK EARLY TO ENSURE A GOOD PRICE!   
 

              Directors: Phil Gue & Martin Willcox   Convenor: Eileen Boocock 

Details and entry form http://www.ntba.com.au/TGBF_2008/Brochure.pdf
 

All enquiries to the Convener:  Eileen Boocock (08) 89524061 

              

Grand National Pairs Winners
Ranjit Limaye, Wayne Zhu - Sydney 
Nikolas Moore, Geoffrey Martin - Brisbane 
Emlyn Williams, Lisa Ma - Canberra

Australian Mixed Teams
Alex Riggs, Damien Czapnik, Nicky Strasser, 
Kennet Christiansen  

National Women’s Teams
Julia Hoffman, Jenny Thompson, Sheila Bird, 
Karen Creet, Eva Caplan, Rena Kaplan

National Seniors’ Teams
Bruce Neill, Avi Kanetkar, Robert Krochmalik, 
Paul Lavings, George Smolanko, David
Anderson

Senior Swiss Pairs
John Zollo, Roger Januszke

National Swiss Pairs
Jamie Ebery, Leigh Gold

More details can be found on bridgeunlimited.com

Winners at the Summer Festival of Bridge
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Can’t argue with success - a hand from one of 
the winners

This deal is from R13 of 14 in the South West 
Pacific Teams in Canberra:

East deals, all vulnerable
  A J 6 3
 5
 K 9

K J 8 6 5 2

  K 10 2  Q 5 4
 K J 9 8 4 6 3
 J 10 7 2 Q 6 5 4 3
 9  10 4 3
  9 8 7
 A Q 10 7 2
 A 8

A Q 7

 West North East South
 Kanetkar McManus Brown Ware
   Pass Pass 1 1 
 Pass  1 2 Pass 2 3

 Pass 2 2 Pass 2NT4

 Pass 3 2 Pass 3 5

 Pass 4 2 Pass 4 6

 Pass 6  All Pass
1. 11-20 HCP, 4+
2. All of North’s bids, except 6 , were relays.
3. Single-suiter , with a diamond shortage.
4. 3-5-2-3 shape exactly.
5. 15-20 HCP with 6 controls (A=2, K=1).
6. A or K, A or K, denying A or K.

Lead: 9

The relay allowed South to be declarer. 
Avi Kanetkar, West, led a trump. I won 
and combined my chances by running a 
spade immediately. After that loses, I still 
have enough entries to play for king-third 
of hearts in either hand (say East gets out 
a diamond – won in dummy) – heart to 
the ace, ruff a heart, trump to my ace, ruff 
another heart and use A for entry. But if 
trumps break  2-2, then I get to play for 
king-fourth of hearts as well, as I have an-
other trump entry.  

Some declarers went off in 6  after playing 
a heart to the queen at trick two. When this 
lost, they now needed three spade discards 
from dummy, i.e. J third. I think this line is 

2010 National Open Teams only 51%, because 5-2 heart breaks are no good, 
even when K is onside.

Now odds aren’t my forte, and are very bor-
ing, but I calculate my line as 70%. (40% (2-2 
trumps) of 62% (all 4-3s) plus 50% (3-1 trumps) 
of 27% (3/7ths of 4-3 i.e. K tripleton = hearts 
for three tricks of 51.5% + the residual spades, 
18.6% (37.5% ( 10 onside with either Q, K 
or both, i.e. 75% of 50%) of the residual 49.5%) 
= a grand total of 70%.

So anyway, I ran 8. (I think 7 is better, as you 
don’t want West to get an inkling as to what is 
going on, and hop up with their K or Q. If they 
do, you will have to guess which spade to finesse 
next time. Leading 9 is terrible, as it makes the 
position very obvious to LHO). 

8 forced Q, which looked very good for my 
residuals. Now I won the diamond return, and 
tested the hearts. A heart to the ace was cashed 
and a heart was ruffed with 8. A trump to the 
queen (West discarding a heart) and I led another 
heart. Avi Kanetkar falsecarded K on this – try-
ing to induce me to ruff low - but I ruffed with 

J, drew trumps and claimed, as I no longer 
needed the spade finesse as my hearts were high. 
This was good play by Kanetkar, as he could see 
the next spade finesse was going to work. Still, 
+920 and 14 IMPs when declarer was two off in 
6  at the other table.

Michael Ware

In the NOT final, DE LIVERA, Arjuna De Livera, 
Ian Robinson, Ian Thomson, Richard Brightling, 
Matthew McManus, Michael Ware defeated 
MILNE, Liam Milne, Michael Whibley, Nabil 
Edgtton, Andy Hung, Adam Edgtton, Alex Smir-
nov by 141 - 101 IMPs.

De Livera, 2010 NOT Champions
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What should I bid?

The best submission for January 
2010 came from Peter Lewin 

of Sydney. 

East deals, NS vulnerable
  A 6 3  K Q 8 7
 J 6 K 2
 Q 8 5 K 7 6 3 2
 K Q 5 4 2  J 10

 West North East South
     1  1
 2  2   ?  

Comments: Does opener show a better hand if 
he doubles to show four spades? If the balancer 
doubles, the worry is that partner may raise 
spades with only three-card support.

Sartaj’s Reply:
Opener’s double should show either extra shape 
or extra high-cards. Here, with a high card 
minimum, and no shortage in opponents’ suit, 
opener has a clearcut pass.

Responder should double to keep the auction 
alive. Opener cannot bid more than 2  so re-
sponder is safe, even in the potential 4-3 fit.

Sartaj Hans

Sponsored by
The World 

Bridge 
Federation 
and BBO

present

A Women’s 
Bridge Festival
Pairs and Individual 

Championships

April 12 - 18, 2010
Where women players can make new friends and 
enjoy an exciting bridge competition in a warm 
and inviting atmosphere.

Anna Maria, Chairman of the WBF Women’s 
Committee writes:

“Please help us by publicising this event for 
Women all over the world - all the details are 
below ...”

Players from all the WBF Zones are invited to par-
ticipate in Pairs and Individual Championships.

There will be four daily tournaments of 10 boards 
each: two individual tournaments followed by two 
pairs tournaments.

The Festival will last one week, from 12 – 18 
April, 2010 and will include a total of 28 tourna-
ments. 

Full details, including the times of play are on the 
website: http://www.wbfwomensbridgeclub.org/ 
- just click the link to the Online Festival.

All the tournaments are limited exclusively to 
women players. who must enrol in the Festival 
through the website. 

The entry fee is $1, the standard fee for most BBO 
pay tournaments.

Both WBF OnLine Master Points and BBO Master 
Points will be awarded, based on the size of the 
field.

Certificates will be awarded to the top three places 
overall in the pairs and the Individual events, and 
to the top five places in the overall combined 
classification.

 Players interested in participating in this new and 
exciting event should go to http://www.wbfwom-
ensbridgeclub.org to find out all about it.

2009 GNOT Winners
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JACK 4
$114.95 (includes postage and GST)

The world’s best bridge program

BRIDGE TIMERS AND
DEALING

MACHINES
Remote-controlled timers for $595 

including GST, + $10 postage in Australia
We also have second-hand dealing

machines in excellent condition

Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd
P O Box 70, Leederville WA 6902

www.electronicbridge.com.au

Ph: (08) 9420 2458  Fax: (08) 9341 
4547 Email: dyovich@iinet.net.au

The Security of the 4-3 Fit

Bridge is a game with thousands 
of unusual situations. Being 

aware of these situations is called 
“Technique”.

One point of technique is that a 4-3 
fit is often right at the one- and two-level, more so 
than at a higher level. Another is that at the same level, 
notrumps is more difficult than a suit contract.

In a teams event you hold AQJ, KJ4, 1098, J962, 
vulnerable versus non vulnerable. You open 1  in 
second seat, and LHO jumps to 2 . Partner doubles, 
and RHO passes. You consider passing, but decide on 
your other choice, 2NT:

East deals, NS vul  10 9 8 6 3
9 3

 A Q J 7
Q 7

  7 5 4  K 2
 A Q 8 7 5 2 10 6
 3 2 K 6 5 4
 K 4  A 10 8 5 3
  A Q J
 K J 4
 10 9 8

J 9 6 2

West leads a heart, and East returns a heart when in 
with K. You lose eight tricks for -300.

In the discussion after the score-up, one of your team-
mates listens to the bidding, then looks at your hand 
and says “2 ”.

Yes, that would have been a far better choice than 2NT. 
How do players in their twenties know these things?

South’s fifth spade was a bonus, but the double of 2  
guaranteed at least four spades, and the 4-3 spade fit 
would still have been much better than 2NT.

Two months later I held A54, K73, KQ2, 9852 
and the bidding proceeded

 West North East South
 Pass Pass 2  Pass 
 Pass  Dbl Pass ?

Partner is a near certainty to hold four spades, and 
2NT may not play well opposite a hand that couldn’t 
open the bidding. 

So, in light of the previous experience, 2  was an easy 
choice:

Bridge into the 21st Century West deals, EW vul  K 10 8 7
J 6

 10 9 6 4
A K 3

  J 9 6 3  Q 2
 Q 5 A 10 9 8 4 2
 J 7 3 A 8 5
 Q J 7 4  10 6
  A 5 4
 K 7 3
 K Q 2

9 8 5 2

2  played nicely, and scored +140, though perfect 
defence could have held it to eight tricks.

On the other hand, 2NT would have had no chance. 
Q lead would have set up five heart tricks, plus A, 

for down one.

There must be many times in the past when you have 
looked for a minor suit fit at the three-level, 
or battled it out in 2NT. In future keep in mind 2 , 
knowing the contract is going to be played in a 4-3 
(Moysian) fit.

Paul LavingsPaul Lavings
Paul Lavings Bridge Books & SuppliesPaul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies

Your email is welcome, I am always looking for mate-
rial for this column: postfree@bigpond.net.au 

Check out our website: www.postfree.cc
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  THE ROMANCE of ITALY & MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE   
 SEPT  9– Oct 2   2010:  From $ 6490 pp  + Airfare  25 Days  

 

   With Greg & Gaye of the Finesse Bridge Club 

For further information:   http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/~gayeallen/   
 

 gayeallen@optusnet.com.au  Ph: 9596 1423 or 0410 127 326 

26 Day Trip of a Lifetime – Egypt Elegance + Rome 
 

Mediterranean Cruise – Mid May 2011  From $ 9975 
 

Flying Emirates Early Bird Discount of $ 200 by July 1 

Included in this Holiday: Includes all flights in this 
holiday of 26 days, all accommodation, Rome & 
Cairo, @ the 5 Star Marriott in Cairo, 5 night Nile 
River Cruise, 10 Night Mediterranean Cruise on the 
5 Star Holland America, visiting Florence, Monte 
Carlo, Barcelona, Palma De Mallorca, Tunisia, 
Sicily & Naples. Also Includes all dinners, all 
breakfasts, all transfers,  land tours in Egypt and on 
the Nile, bridge & tutorials. A 5 *  luxury tour. 

Included in this Holiday:  Not including your 
International flight. Included in this holiday of 24 
days are all accommodation, Paris, Venice, 4 
nights Florence @ Villa Il Poggiale & 14 nights 
Mediterranean Cruise on the Norwegian Gem, 
visiting Dubrovnik, Athens, Izmir, Nauplion, 
Venice, Split, Corfu, Santorini, Mykonos, Crete. 
Also Includes all dinners, all breakfasts, all 
transfers,  land tours in Italy, bridge & tutorials. 

                   vba 

22001100  
VVIICCTTOORR  CCHHAAMMPPIIOONN  CCUUPP  

BBRRIIDDGGEE  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  
 

VENUE: New Melbourne Convention Centre 
10th June — 14th June 

10 am start each day, no night play 
 
 
 

 

        McCance Seniors, VCC Womens & VCC Restricted Swiss Pairs   10th & 11th June 
        Victor Champion Cup & Charlie Snashall Trophy Restricted Swiss Teams 12th to 14th June 

 
Tournament Organiser: Sue Smith (03) 9886 8809 or 0429 056 445 

Email: vcc2010@optusnet.com.au  Website: www.vba.asn.au/vcc2010 
 

Gold Points and Playoff Points 
Run by the Victorian Bridge Association under license from the ABF 
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The ABF History Project

ABF Historian, Keith Ogborn, talks to the ABF 
Newsletter Editor about what is going on in the 

ABF’s History Department.

What was done in 2009?
After the Brenda Jones and Ivy Dahler biographies, the 
main priority was helping sort the ABF records from 
the 1930s to the 1960s, putting together some basic 
chronologies of ABF office bearers and administrators. 
The rest was background research into the newspaper 
archives of the 1930s and 1940s. 

We have a big advantage earlier researchers lacked, in 
that, via Google and the National Library of Austra-
lia, a significant proportion of Australian newspapers 
have now been digitized and so can be searched online 
through keywords. This has been a mixed blessing, as I 
have discovered a number of errors in my early biogra-
phies, which had been sourced primarily from obituar-
ies, which I now have to fix. (Thanks also to readers 
who pointed to errors, or suggested additions.)

What can we expect in 
2010?
The main priority is to set 
up an online dictionary of 
bridge biographies. Unlike 
the current biographies, the 
aim is to cover more people, 

more briefly – along the lines of the Official Encyclo-
pedia of Bridge (but perhaps a bit longer) – starting 
with people active in Australia in the 1930s to 1950s. 
The concern is that many of these people are already 
very remote in memory, and that, if basic information 
is not captured now, it may be lost for ever.
The more people who can con-
tribute to this task the better. 
We are looking at the feasibility 
of an online Wiki, linked to the 
ABF website, abf.com.au,.Here 
ABF members will be able to 
post the details they are in pos-
session of. 
I have been compiling a list of 
people on whom we urgently 
need details, but it will be in-
complete. I will be looking for 
suggestions and additions.
I am also hoping to make more historical source ma-
terial available on the ABF website. This will include 
key early documents, such as the first meetings of the 
Australian Bridge Council - how many remember when 
that organisation became the ABF?

Will biographies continue?
Yes.  My current project is 
Victor Champion – without 
something in place, it is likely 
that many who play the VCC 
in the future, will have only a 
vague idea of the person the 
event is named after – if that 
is not the case already.

I want to stress that biog-
raphies don’t have to be 
done by the historian. John 
Brockwell is working on a 
biography of Jeff Lathbury, 
and other offers would be very gratefully accepted.

We particularly need de-
tailed biographies of Tim 
Seres and Dick Cummings. 
I have enough bridge mate-
rial to do a basic narrative, 
but it would be better for the 
biographies to be written by 
somebody Sydney-based, 
who either knew them, or is 
in a better position to talk to 
family, and others who did 

know them well. Any volunteers, and/or suggestions 
about how to do justice to these two pre-eminent fig-
ures are very welcome.

Another notable omission from the biographies is Bill 
Schaufelberger. I have a basic bridge chronology, but 
very little about Bill as a person, examples of his play, 
or anecdotes from his life outside bridge. I would be 
interested to hear from anybody who is in a position 
to take this on, or can contribute, or suggest family or 
friends who might help.

Are there other ways that people can be involved in 
the history project?
Yes.I can find plenty of work for family historians 
who have run out of family to trace, or who still have 
time for other tracing.For some early players, the only 
way to get information will be to track current family.  
My experience is that most families really appreciate 
interest, and often have far more information than we 
might expect.

I would also be very pleased to hear from people who 
would be prepared to do some local interviewing or 
research with their local Association or other local 
archives.

How can people contact you?
Email historian@abf.com.au

Do you know your 
bridge personalities 

of the past?
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Due late Mar

THE BRIDGE SHOP
182 Penshurst Street  Willoughby  2068 Mail: PO BOX 429 Willoughby
Tel: (02) 9967 0644 Fax: (02) 9967 0444
e-mail: bridge@bridgeshop.com.au web: www.bridgeshop.com.au

NEW AND UPCOMING BOOKS

The Romance of Bridge
by Jay Ramaran and Ghassan Ghanem
Already a nomination for the 2010 International Bridge Press Association Book of the 
Year, this is a collection of great hands by the world’s finest players from the most exotic 
of locations – Cairo, Mauritius, Beijing… to name a few.

Given an ‘A’ rating by the ACBL Bulletin. $29.95

Bridge Squeeze Complete  by Clyde Love

First published in 1959, this quickly became a bridge classic - this is the first revision in 50 
years. In its new modernised form, the concepts and terminology are much more accessible, 
and the book includes a number of squeeze concepts that have been discovered since the 
first publication. $37.95

The Mysterious Multi by Mark Horton and Jan van Cleef

Subtitled: How to play it, how to play against it, this is the first comprehensive
modern book on how the Multi fits into commonly played systems. Includes various 
alternative uses for the opening major-suit two-bids, and a substantial amount of space is 
devoted to defenses - a valuable book even for those who don’t play the Multi.      $29.95

Bridge, Probability and Information
by Robert MacKinnon
This book develops the ideas of probability and information theory and applies them to 
bridge in a way no previous author has done. Concepts such as Vacant Spaces, Restricted 
Choice, and how splits in one suit affect the probabilities in other suits, are discussed in 
depth. Not overly technical, this book is accessible for most players. $29.95

The Bridge Shop - your partner in bridge.
Note advertised prices include GST but not p&h.

Due late Mar

Due late Mar

OUT NOW
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Coaching Cathy at Contract
SUPPORT DOUBLES AND REDOUBLES

Esteemed Uncle,

It seems quite a lot of players at my club are using 
support doubles. I have had trouble finding information 
about these in print, so I was hoping that you might 
enlighten me on how they work.

For that matter, did someone recently mention support 
redoubles? Should we be using these as well, if there 
is such a thing?

Your lovin’ niece,

Cathy

Dear Cathy,
If you would like to find a brief outline of any 
commonly used convention, there are a number of 
free websites that can help. Bridge Buffs is one, but the 
explanations are very concise in most instances.
Support doubles are most comonly used in situations 
where RHO has overcalled after a major suit response 
to your opening:

Say you hold:  KJ43   K6 ♦ AJ753  74

You open 1♦, and partner responds 1 ..Whether RHO 
overcalls or not, you can and will support spades 
happily. Let’s change the hand a little:

♠ KJ4 ♥ K73  AJ753  74

In the same auction, under normal circumstances, you 
would probably bid 2♠ if RHO chipped in with a 2  
or 2  overcall.  

However, if you play support doubles, you can double 
the overcall to show precisely three-card support. This 
provides a valuable distinction between three and four 
cards in partner’s major, often useful in working out 
whether to bid on or defend.

Support redoubles work in the same situation. For 
example, you open 1  and your partner responds 1 , 
If RHO doubles for takeout, you can redouble to show 
three hearts and raise immediately with four.

Obviously, if you adopt these methods, you lose the 
penalty double option over unwise overcalls but you 
can reconstruct this option by requesting that partner 
re-open with a double in the event that you pass.

You will also lose the ability to show good hands over 
the takeout double, which is probably no great loss.

As to strength, you can work on lower to middle ranges 
for both bids (say 12-16 or 17+) as your double is 
forcing but you will probably have other options on 
maximum hands.

For starters, stay within the parameters discussed. You 
may have an opportunity to extend the use of these calls 
as you become more comfortable with the idea.

Yours,
David

John Hardy
Books

Try these excellent books for beginners/improvers 
Common Bidding Mistakes to Avoid
Ross Dick $26.95

Take All Your Chances at Bridge
Edwin Kantar $29.95

Software
JACK 5 NEW!  $99.00
Upgrade from Jack 4 $52.80
Bridge Baron 20  $99.00
Upgrade to BB 20 (old CD required) $52.80

Learn & Practice Bidding Conventions 
Vols. 1 - 3 covers basic conventions $115.00

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or  0409 786 050

Email J.Hardy@uq.net.au
Website www.uq.net.au/~zzjhardy

Expressions of
Interest

National Youth 
Co-ordinator

Annually renewable appointment, subject to 
performance, with a retainer of between $5,000 
and $6,000 per annum.

The main brief is to provide a support system 
for youth bridge within Australia through the 
state youth co-ordinators and the ABF Youth 
Committee.

Send your confidential expression of interest 
by email to David Stern: david.stern.bridge@
gmail.com or telephone 04-1111-1655

More detail can be found on abf.com.au
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Ultimate China Discovery
7 - 19th  May 2010 

This Tour is now fully booked 

Bridge over the Mekong
on “RV Mekong Pandaw” 
with Denise Dodd

 14 days fully escorted from $4,312 pp Twin Share.

Price Includes: 22 Sept - 6 October, 2010
x International economy return airfares & taxes (except Siem Reap) 
x Twin share 5 star hotel & cruise accommodation 
x Meals as specified (all breakfasts, some lunches & dinners) 
x Transfers, sightseeing and entrance fees as specified 
x Chartered air-conditioned vehicles 
x Professional English speaking local guides 
x Australian Tour Managers 
x On Pandaw Cruise, 7 nights, all meals, local

Beverages and  sightseeing www.pandaw.com
x http://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information-c-51.html
x Social Bridge sessions whilst on board Pandaw 

Main Deck now fully booked.  However, Upper  
and Lower Decks are available.

ALMA Travel Centre 
Enquiries: Lili
(03) 9650 6655 
Freecall: 1800 622 661
Email: sales@almatravel.com.au

Non-bridge playing partners/friends welcome. Denise can arrange a Travel Pal and/or bridge partner. For more 
information visit www.seriouslysocialbridge.com.au or phone Denise on (07) 3359 1285 Mob: 0409 591 285 
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More NOT Want to improve your bridge?
Go to 

www.ronklingerbridge.com
for new material each day

Bridge Holidays with Ron and
Suzie Klinger in 2010

  Bridge Cruise on the
  6-star Crystal Symphony,              Kangaroo Island
  Sydney - Barrier Reef -                               May 3 - 9
  Indonesia - Singapore 
  April 11 -  26

          Lord Howe Island      Barrier Reef Cruise
          June 19 - 26                         August 7 - 13 

Tangalooma Wild
Dolphin Resort                                   Norfolk Island
August 29 - September 5             November 6 - 13

Details for any of the above from:

Holiday Bridge, 
PO Box 140, 

Northbridge NSW 1560

Tel: (02) 9958-5589
email: suzie@ron-klinger.com.au

The 14 rounds of the South West Pacific 
Teams qualifies 20 teams to go through to 

Australia’s premier event, the National Open 
Teams. The SWPT, recognised as an event in 
itself, was won by MILNE (see team photo on 
page 8). Smirnov may be only 27, but he played 
on the German Open Team in last year’s World 
Championship in Sao Paulo 
– not only that, but he and his 
partner Josef Pikarek topped 
the Bermuda Bowl datums, 
ahead of many internationally 
recognised pairs. Being such 
an ‘old’ player, Smirnov raised 
the average age of MILNE to 
almost 21.

For the semi-finals, MILNE played BILAL, Gul-
zar Bilal, Sarfraz Khan, Seamus Browne, Khokan 
Bagchi and Michael Smart, the team with two 
Pakistani Internationals.

De LIVERA  squa red  o ff  aga ins t  LILLEY , 
David Lilley, Zolly Nagy, Bill Haughie, Andy 
Braithwaite, Nye Griffiths and Justin Williams. 
At the half way point in this semi only a single 
IMP separated the two teams. In the third set, De 
LIVERA picked up 8 IMPs to be 7 IMPs ahead 
with 16 boards to go. However, three double-
digit swings were registered in the De LIVERA 
column in the last set:

Board 53, North deals, NS vulnerable
  J 6 2
 K J 9 5
 10 7 3 2

8 5

  A K 10 8 5 3  7 4
 Q 10 7 6 A 4
 8 5 A Q 6
 K  A Q J 10 6 2
  Q 9
 8 3 2
 K J 9 4

9 7 4 3

 West North East South
 Williams Brightling Griffiths Thomson
   Pass 1  Pass
 1   Pass 3NT Pass
 4  Pass 4  Dbl
 Pass 4NT Pass 5
 Dbl 6  All Pass

3NT showed a hand too good to rebid 3 . 4  
and 4  were cuebids and the response to RKCB 
committed them to 6  on a fatal heart lead.

EW bid to 3NT in the other room, resulting in 
an 11 IMP swing.

6  can be made by West on a reasonable trump 
break, but it is difficult to construct a natural 
auction that would prefer the 6-2 spade fit over 
the solid club suit.

Continued on page 18
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INQUIRIES

Tournament Organiser: Janet Hansen - 07 4954 6844 

 Secretary: John Martin   - 07 4955 2778 

Mackay Bridge Club Ph: 07 4951 2147 

    Web: www.qldbridge.com/brc

E-Mail:brc@mackaybridgeclub.org.au 

Mackay Contract Bridge Club 
Present

BARRIER REEF CONGRESBARRIER REEF CONGRESBARRIER REEF CONGRESSSS
201020102010

Queen’s Birthday  Long Week-End  
June 11,12,13 &14

Venue: 

SOUTH’S LEAGUES CLUB 

181 MILTON STREET 

MACKAY 4740 

Chief Director: Laurie  Kelso
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Later, there was another difficult slam hand:

Board 57, North deals, EW vul
  Q 7 6 2  A K J 5 3
 A K 8 7 6 3 ---
 K 7 A 10 8 2
 7  A K 9 4

De Livera - Robinson and Pakistani Internation-
als Bilal - Khan in the other semi-final bid to 
7 , both picking up 13 IMPs swings against 6  
contracts. Would you, honestly and confidently, 
have bid the grand slam?

Arjuna De Livera was able to show his card-read-
ing prowess on the last board of the semi final:

Board 64, West deals, EW vul
  J 10 8 6  K Q
 10 9 8 4 A Q 7 5 3 2
 9 Q 10 6
 K Q J 8  5 3

De Livera was in 4  from the East seat. Early in 
the defence North, his right-hand opponent, who 
had opened the bidding 1 , was known to hold 
three aces. When 10 was led from dummy and 
North followed with 6, De Livera reasoned that 
with K6, or KJ6, North would have opened a 
strong notrump. Arjuna thus rose with the trump 
ace. This felled South’s singleton king, resulting 
in a swing of 10 IMPs when 3  was bid and made 
in the other room.

These swings helped De LIVERA defeat LILLEY 
142 to 116 IMPs. In the other semi final match, 
MILNE emerged with a resounding victory over 
BILAL.  MILNE were going from strength to 
strength, having not lost a match since winning 
the South West Pacific Teams. So a final was set 
up where it would be youth (certainly) versus 
experience (perhaps). See next issue

Richard Brightling

AUSSIE DEALING MACHINE
BANISHES BARCODES

Dealing Machine 100% Australian made

Breakthrough Australian technology allows
Dealer4 to use normal
cards. Bridge clubs are
no longer forced to buy
expensive barcoded
cards.

There is a Dealer4 website www.dealer4.com
for software updates, manuals and other
information.

$4495 + delivery (no extra charges)

PAUL LAVINGS
BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES

postfree@bigpond.net.au
Phone 02 9388 8861

BUY AUSTRALIAN - WE DO

Bridge Base
Operators
required

The ABF is committed to showcasing the 
final stages of major Australian bridge 
events over Bridge Base Online.

The National VuGraph Unit requires 
BBO operators to assist during events 
such as the Australian Team Playoffs, the 
ANOT, the VCC, the ANC, the GNOT

 

and the SNOT. See below for a list of 
events and dates in your state. Working 
as a BBO operator is now a paid position 
and full training will be provided prior 
to the event.

If you are interested and able to help out 
during these championships, please con-
tact Nick at nick@fahrer.com.au

Open and Women’s Playoffs, Sydney 
March 20 - 24, 2010 

Seniors Playoffs, Sydney,
April 7 - 11, 2010 

Autumn Nationals, Adelaide, April. 29 
- May 3, 2010 

Victor Champion Cup, 
Melbourne, June 11 - 14, 2010 

ANC, Hobart, July 17 - 29, 2010 

Spring Nationals Sydney,
October 21 - 28, 2010 

Grand National Open Teams,
Tweed Heads, November 26 - 29, 2010 
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  Total Gold Red Green 2010

1 Zhu, Wayne 309.45 120.01 111.54 77.9 45.86
2 Limaye, Ranjit 368.67 114.41 134.61 119.65 45.39
3 Moore, Nikolas 303.89 180.15 95.37 28.37 44.62
4 Martin, Geoffrey 233.04 156.95 59.67 16.42 41.28
5 Ma, Lisa 133.42 66.26 33.82 33.34 31.27
6 Williams, Emlyn 371.29 170.51 151.15 49.63 29.62
7 Edgtton, Nabil 774.02 512.8 242.34 18.88 29.11
8 Gosney, Paul 2362.86 1461.57 841.86 59.43 28.92
9 Edgtton, Adam 565.59 351.49 198.57 15.53 25.53
10 Harrison, Shane 259.27 151.57 85.84 21.86 24.05
11 Farmer, David 411.36 105.25 197.17 108.94 20.95
12 Wu, Orlando 231.07 108.81 121.73 0.53 20.7
13 Smith, Darryl 68.33 33.89 6.16 28.28 20.31
14 Brooks, David 314.33 75.38 183.8 55.15 20.31
15 Beyfus, John 1859.09 264.84 809.36 784.89 19.8
16 Howard, Justin 1143.34 820.41 303.66 19.27 19.72
17 Draper, Michael 3092.96 936.89 1938.71 217.36 18.61
18 Matheson, Leigh 206.43 171.78 29.58 5.07 18.55
19 Johnson, John 1450.48 235.88 772.54 442.06 18.54
20 Rains, Phil 278.04 47.53 120.33 110.18 17.92
21 McLennan, Jan 1141.22 226.78 395.94 518.5 17.87
22 Menzies, Bev 1159.49 234.84 459.46 465.19 17.54
23 Jackman, Tony 5066.77 1151.21 3730.67 184.89 17.32
24 Reynolds, Jane 275.92 211.01 55.07 9.84 17.27
25 Snook, Chris 360.89 85.86 132.55 142.48 16.26
26 Giles, Patricia 676.34 80.24 206.49 389.61 16.17
27 Redhead, Bill 223.75 35.48 101.75 86.52 16.1
28 Clayton, Robyn 2283.32 880.52 1200.85 201.95 15.9
29 Trada, Mohan 282.79 66.42 105.09 111.28 15.83
30 Small, Anne 1530.4 485.67 656.71 388.02 15.76
31 Milanovic, Aleks 1200.67 360.87 649.91 189.89 15.55
32 Hung, Andy 645.68 457.15 177.67 10.86 15.19
33 Avunduk, Kemal 163.85 60.36 44.12 59.37 15.03
34 Darley, Monica 1493.48 452.71 564.08 476.69 15
35 Young, Michael 14.89 0 0 14.89 14.89
36 Williams, Justin 2648.69 998.46 1319.14 331.09 14.57
37 Griffiths, Nye 1634.83 1119.79 466.03 49.01 14.57
38 Kempthorne, Agnes 2575.2 618.41 1621.36 335.43 14.55
39 Kempthorne, Barry 2632.83 507.38 1776.04 349.41 14.55
40 Hutchins, Geoff 358.22 176.86 113.51 67.85 14.17
41 Schulz,  Samuel 183.07 120.7 49.2 13.17 13.8
42 Ngasn, Alex 114.52 24.02 24.14 66.36 13.63
43 Ryan, Del 1370.8 333.31 492.25 545.24 13.45
44 Campbell, Frank 249.45 80.43 91.86 77.16 13.44
45 Hobdell, Betty 845.64 107.94 431.98 305.72 13.35
46 Erskine, Robin 301.62 174.64 66.87 60.11 13.34
47 Slater, Andsrew 993.89 236.68 609.56 147.65 13.13
48 Yuen, Sebastian 356.37 206.99 128.1 21.28 12.92
49 Rolfe, Tony 343.89 95.58 104.05 144.26 12.76
50 Grant, Heather 235.34 79.17 90.5 65.67 12.68

Top Masterpoints earned in 2010 (16/2/10)
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John Hansen Honoured

How many of us can say that we have dedi-
cated 20 years of our working lives to one 

organisation – John Hansen can!!

John took over the management of the ABF Mas-
terpoint Centre in August 1988. He followed in 
the footsteps of Brian Rawson. At that time the 
centre catered for a small number of players – so 
few, in fact, that John was able to sign all pro-
motion certificates by hand – and still get them 
out on time. In fact, John tells me that he had to 
be coerced into putting his electronic signature 
onto the cards, as he felt that it was much more 
personal to receive the “real thing,” rather than 
a printed version!

J o h n  a n d  w i f e 
Ruth  emigra ted 
to Australia from 
Denmark in 1957 
- a very big step 
for a young cou-
ple  who had no 
experience of our 
g r e a t  c o u n t r y. 
John soon picked 
up a job as a tel-
evision mechanic, 
working for  the 
Admiral TV Company until Jose Greenfeld “dis-
covered” him. With Ian McKinnon’s invaluable 
assistance, and the software programme that Ian 
wrote, the automated process of administering 
Masterpoint awards was instituted.

At the time John took over the role, the ABF 
boasted around 20,000 members – as compared 
to present day numbers of just over 34,000. With 
Ruth’s support and encouragement (and hands-on 
approach), John managed the Centre for 20 years, 
often taking phone calls early in the morning and 
late into the night. Holidays were something that 
got squeezed into the minimal amount of time, 
usually centred around the closing down of the 

Masterpoint Centre over 
Chr i s tmas .  No  wonder 
Ruth told me that  “l ife 
started when the dog died 
and the kids left home.”

It was a great pleasure to 
honour John and Ruth, on 
behalf of the ABF, with 
a  commemora t ive  gold 

watch for John, and some beautiful flowers in 
a keepsake vase for Ruth, at the Golden West 
Congress late last year. I know that it was a huge 
surprise, and very well received, even though 
Ruth did say that “she loved the flowers, but 
would have preferred a gold watch!”

The Australian Bridge Federation Management 
Committee wishes John and Ruth a restful retire-
ment with more time to enjoy their four children 
and seven grandchildren, and of course more 
time to continue their successes at the bridge 
table!!!!

Di Marler
ABF Secretary

The Championships, 
which included the 

But le r  to  se lec t  the 
Australian Youth Team, 
were held from January 
9-16, in Canberra.
Pairs Winners: 
S h a n e  H a r r i s o n  - 
Michael Whibley.

Teams Winners

Teams Winners: Paul Gosney - Nye Griffiths 
- Justin Williams,  - Nabil Edgtton.
Qualifiers to National Youth Team:
Paul Gosney - Nabil Edgtton were the first pair 
to qualify, having won Phase 1, a 14-round 
Butler.
They were joined by Justin Howard - Michael 
Whibley after they won Phase 2A. Andy Hung 
- Adam Edgtton, winners of Phase 2B were the 
third pair selected.
There were 21 pairs and 10 teams competing.

Australian Youth Championships

Pairs winners
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Come to the ANC in Hobart

July 17th to 29th, 2010

A great venue – the Boardwalk Gallery at Wrest Point 

July 17th - Warm up Swiss Teams

July 18th - 23rd ANC Teams

July 24th - 25th Stage 1 Open & Women’s Butler

July 26th - 29th Stage 1 Seniors Butler

                         Stage 2 Open & Women’s Butler

Please note: There will only be two stages of the Open & Women’s Butler and 
1 stage for the Seniors.

The ABF has announced that the winners of the Open, Women’s and Seniors 
Butler Pairs will receive a subsidy of $4.000.00 per pair to play in the World 
Bridge series Championship in Philadelphia – October 1st to 16th 2010 so come 

and have a go. What better incentive do you need?

Congress events will run from: 

July 18th to 29th so there is bridge for everyone.

There will be Swiss Pairs & Teams, Restricted, Open 

and Graded Pairs, as well as walk-ins daily.

Tassie in July is the place to play bridge!

Australian Bridge Federation Incorporated                     Tasmanian Bridge Association Inc

ABN  70053651666                                                                          ABN 66028130967
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Hervé Mouiel - 1949 - 2010 Congresses and events
Spring 2010 NABC
March 11-21 in Reno, Nevada.

Open and Women’s Playoffs, Sydney
March 20-24. 
NSW Bowlers’ Club, 99 York Street. Email Eric 
Ramshaw at playoffconvener@abf.com.au 

Seniors’ Playoff, Sydney
April 7 - 11
NSW Bowlers’ Club, 99 York Street. Email David 
Stern at seniorsplayoff@abf.com.au 

Hawkesbury Bridge Club Autumn Congress
April 10 - 11 - Pairs and Teams
Registration 10.00am both days at Panthers North 
Richmond Club, Beaumont Rd, North Richmond. 
Email Pat Chamberlain on chambo7@spin.net.au 
or telephone (02) 4572 1411.

2010 Port Macquarie Hastings Congresses
May 1 - 2 - Pairs and Teams
September 11 - 12 - Swiss Teams

Contact Secretary, Margaret Walker on (02) 6581 
3569 or email: margaretwalk1@bigpond.com

Autumn Nationals, Adelaide
April 29 - May 3
SABA Club Rooms, 243 Young Street, Unley 
. Email Dianne Marler at anot@abf.com.au or 
telephone 0414 689 620 or (08) 8116 7282.

Western Senior Pairs, Perth
May 15 - 16
Senior PQP and Gold Points. A great weekend of 
bridge for players born before January 1, 1951. 
Email Jane Reynolds at wsp@abf.com.au

Victor Champion Cup, Melbourne
June 10 - 14
New Melbourne Convention Centre
Email Sue Smith on vcc2010@optusnet.com.au 
or telephone 0429 056 445
Festival Website: www.vba.asn.au/vcc2010

H ervé Mouiel of France, 
one of the world’s great-

est players, has passed away. 
Mouiel dominated the world 
competition scene over the 
past  30 years ,  and was a 
World Grand Master,  oc-
cupying 85th place in the 
official classification of the 
World Bridge Federation at 
the time of his death.

After numerous successes on the national scene, 
Mouiel first became a European champion, as a 
member of the victorious French team in Wies-
baden 1983, and took the bronze medal at the 
World Cham pion ship (Bermuda Bowl) a few 
months later in Stockholm. This was just the 
beginning! With Mouiel at the helm, France was 
runner up at the 1984 World Team Olympiad in 
Seattle, and took the gold medal four years later 
in Salsomaggiore! The same happened at the 
1996 World Team Olympiad in Rhodes. The year 
after, in Hammamet, France with Mouiel made 
headlines, winning the Bermuda Bowl, for the 
first time, after 41 years!

Mouiel scored well in pairs tournaments too, and 
was distinguished in Mixed Pairs com pe ti tions 
with his favourite partner, Sylvie Willard. At 
the 2004 World Masters Individual in Verona, 
he finished a credible 5th among the world’s top 
52 players.

Besides his successes at the 
bridge table, Hervé Mouiel 
wil l  be remembered very 
fondly for  his  consis tent 
work for the young players. 
Since 1998 he worked train-
ing the French youth teams, 

inspiring Juniors to come to bridge and enjoy 
our sport through success.

We welcome reports We welcome reports 
on major ABF events. on major ABF events. 
If  accepted, we pay If  accepted, we pay 
$100 for articles not $100 for articles not 
published elsewhere published elsewhere 
E: editor@abf.com.auE: editor@abf.com.au 
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Coffs Coast Gold Congress 2010 
Contact Details (*mandatory) ABF No:  
Name: 
Address: 
Ph: Fax: Mobile 
Email: 

Payment Methods Direct  
Transfer: 

$

Cheque/Money Order enclosed for $ 

Please charge my credit card for $ We accept only Visa or Mastercard

Card Number: Expiry Date 

Name on Card 
Signature of Card Holder 

Program         Tuesday 17th August 2010     -      Sunday 22nd August 2010 
Price/Player Number Total 

Tuesday Night Welcome Function & Pairs 
(pre registration essential) 

$20   

Open/Restricted Pairs (Wed/Thurs) $135    
Friday Workshop – Directors Forum Free    
Saturday Night Dinner - Live Entertainment $60    
Open/Restricted Teams (Fri Night/Sat/Sun) $125   

(or $500/Team) Total
Please forward entries to: Jon Doland, 61A Safety Beach Dr. Safety Beach NSW 2456 
Ph 02 6654 1104  Fax 02 6654 9111 Email: jon@australiawideconferences.com.au
Online entries www.coffsbridge.com.au/congress.html
Entries close on 1st Aug  2010. All entries must be accompanied by entry fee. 
Table numbers will be capped at around 106. 
Coffs Harbour Bridge Club may also accept late entries at its discretion.

Indicate events being entered (Y/N) 

Event ABF No Full Name Welcome Pairs 

  
Pair 1

     
ABF No Full Name 

  
Pair 2

     
(Y/N) (Y/N)

Teams ABF No Full Name 

1  Capt   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   
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