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Age of Aquarius

I t appears the dawning of a new age in bridge is 
upon us, with the recent dominance of a nucleus 

of talented young Australian players.

In 2009, our Under-26 
Youth Team of Adam 
Edgtton, Leigh Math-
eson, Justin Howard, 
Peter  Hol lands,  Al ly 
Morris and Hoi Ming 
Chan took out the PABF 
Championships for their 
c a t e g o r y  i n  M a c a u , 
a  great  achievement. 
But more momentous 
have been the results 
by young players in the 
last few months.

In January, the team of 
Adam Edgtton, Liam Milne, Michael Whibley 
(a token Australian), Andy Hung, Alex Smirnov 
(Polish temporary import) and Nabil Edgtton won 
the South West Pacific Teams in Canberra. They 
went all the way to the final, where they were 
defeated by a very experienced squad.

At the Gold Coast Congress, Andy Hung, Nabil 
Edgtton, Adam Edgtton, Nye Griffiths and Jus-
tin Williams, with US expert Barry Goren went 
all the way to the semi finals, where they were 

defeated by an expe-
rienced team compris-
ing two UK superstars 
of the game. They had 
defeated Consus Red, a 
sponsored Polish team, 
in the quarter finals.

And now, as you will 
see in the reports which 
follow, one by veter-
an writer Ron Klinger 
and the other by new 
writer Paul Gosney, the 
team of Justin Howard, 

Michael Whibley, Nabil Edgtton and Paul Gosney 
emerged easy winners of the Autumn National 
Open Teams in Adelaide.

It looks like the new collection of household 
names in bridge - Edgtton, Howard, Whibley and 
Gosney, to name a few - is here to stay.

Nabil Edgtton turned 18 this May, and partnered  
Paul Gosney in the ANOT. Paul has played in 
the Australian Open Team, at the World Bridge 
Championships in Verona,  2006,  where he 
partnered Peter Gill, a longtime supporter of 
youth bridge.

Adam Edgtton is the older, at 20. The brothers 
were affectionately known in Sydney circles as 
'The Terrorists', but it would be very difficult to 
find more likeable and polite young men. Their 
demeanour is mature beyond their years. Adam 
and Nabil played together initially, but Adam has 
played with a variety of partners internationally 
including Nic Rodwell and Justin Howard. Adam 
and Justin were 24th in the first International 
Youth Congress in Istanbul last year.

Michael Whibley, 23, is a New Zealander currently 
living in Sydney. He has been a representative 
player since 2005, when he was part of the New 
Zealand Open Team at the PABFC in Seoul, and 
has since played both in youth teams for Australia 
and New Zealand, and as a member of the New 
Zealand Open Team in Sao Paulo last year.

Nathan and Justin Howard are the Melbourne-
based sons of Cathy Mill, and have benefitted 
greatly from growing up in the wonderful bridge 
environment provided by Cathy and Andrew Mill 
at the Alphington Bridge Centre. This family of 
bridge players encompass three generations, with 
Betty and the late Les Mill obviously instilling a 
love of bridge that has passed down the family. 
A visit to the Mill household in Alphington will 
invariably find a variety of bridge personages 
present, and while Andrew Mill is the mentor, 
Cathy has encouraged and captained Australian 
youth teams with great success.

The Editor

Adam Edgtton

Nabil Edgtton
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Copy Deadline 
for Issue No 145, September 2010, the deadline is:

August 26, 2010
Late submissions will be held over until Issue 146,

November 2010, at the discretion of the Editor
Email: editor@abf.com.au

There is a national championship in each of 
the first seven months every year. Over the 

first weekend in May, the focus is on Adelaide, 
where the primary event is the Autumn National 
Open Teams. There are nine qualifying rounds, 
followed by a final for the two leading teams. 
After the eighth round the leading positions and 
potential qualifiers for the final were: 

1. EBERY ,  Jamie Ebery – Leigh Gold, Ben 
Kingham – Jeremy Rosen, 159.

2. LILLEY, David Lilley – Zoli Nagy, Arjuna 
De Livera – Ian Robinson, (last year’s winners), 
157.

3. KLINGER, Terry Brown – Avi Kanetkar, Matt 
Mullamphy – Ron Klinger. 152.

HOWARD, Justin Howard – Michael Whibley, 
Nabil Edgtton – Paul Gosney, 151.

5. GALLASCH, Phil Gallasch – Joshua Wyner, 
David Cherry – John Horowitz, 150.

6. SMOLANKO, Joe Haffer – George Smolanko, 
Bruce Neill – David Wiltshire, 146.

7. GROSVENOR, Ann Paton – Hugh Grosvenor, 
Sandra Richman – Andrew Richman, 145.

To make the final, our 
team needed a big win in 
the last round, and for at 
least one of the leaders 
to lose significantly. In 
the event, they both did.  
In Round 9, HOWARD 
defea ted  EBERY  22-
8  a n d  S M O L A N K O 
defeated LILLEY 22-8. 

We defeated GALLASCH 
23-7 and that left the 
leader board at the end 
of the qualifying:

KLINGER   175
HOWARD   173
SMOLANKO   168
EBERY   167
LILLEY   165
GROSVENOR  163

That was the end of the good news for our team 
as the very youthful HOWARD won every session 
of the 56-board final. They took session 1 by 
54-21.

Board 11, South deals, nil vulnerable
  J 8 7 5
 A K 3
 10 5 2

A 6 4

  6 3 2 
 Q J 5 2 
 8 7 4 3 
 K 5  

 West North East South
 Klinger Howard Mullamphy Whibley
      1
 Pass 1 1 Pass 2
 Pass 3   Pass 4
 All Pass

1. Showing spades.

Lead: 6

South  d rew th ree  rounds  o f  t rumps ,  Eas t 
discarding 6 on the third round. Next came 10. 
Do you cover as West, or do you play low?

The BBO record was not quite right at trick 4, as 
they have South playing 8: 2, A, 6. In fact, 
South led 10 and I unwisely covered. That was 
the end of the hand.

The full deal:

  J 8 7 5
 A K 3
 10 5 2

A 6 4

  6 3 2  10 4
 Q J 5 2 7 6
 8 7 4 3 K Q J 6
 K 5  Q J 10 9 8
  A K Q 9
 10 9 8 4
 A 9

7 3 2

South could now set up a heart for a club discard 
and +420. At the other table, South was dummy 
hand after this auction (continued page 4):

Youth blooms in autumn

Justin Howard
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Test Your Fourth Seat Bidding

What do you bid on the following 
hands, nil vulnerable, after the 

following bidding:

(1 )   Pass   (Pass)  ? 

1.   AQ72,  86,  J1072,  1082

2.   K74,  Q74,  AK62,  1095 

3.   AK2,  1074,  Q876,  K65

4.   KQ10872,  72,  J3,  K86

5.   AQ965,  87,  AK72,  A7

6.   5,  Q2,  QJ52,  KQJ1072

7.   AK109,  73,  J5,  J10853

8.   AK107,  752,  6,  KQJ98

9.   AJ8,  KQ1073,  J9,  K62

10.  KQ109654,  ---,  AQ964,  4

1. Dbl. In the balancing seat, you’re bidding part-
ner’s hand as well as your own. Expert practice 
is to re-open all the way down to an attractive 
six-count.

The tradition in fourth seat is to add two points 
to your hand, and your partner in second seat 
deducts two points when responding. Nowadays 
deducting and adding three, or even four points, 
is more realistic.

2. 1NT. In fourth seat, a protective1NT is 11-14, 
since you will balance with a lot less than you 
would overcall 1NT in second seat. When you 
double 1  or 1 , and partner replies at the two-
level, 2NT seems a lot to bid on your own with 
only 15-16 HCP. Some partnerships play 1NT 
as 11-14 after 1  or 1 , but over 1  or 1 , the 
fourth seat 1NT is a little stronger, at 11-16. 

3. 1NT. This is one of those positions where bid-
ding notrumps in competition does not show a 
stopper, as opposed to (1 ): 1NT, and 1 : (1 ): 
1NT. Remember you are balancing, partner could 
have passed over 1  with up to 14 HCP and a 
healthy stopper in the opponent’s suit.

4. 2 . Should the weak jump overcall be a better 
hand in fourth seat? I don’t see why. You don’t 
want to let them play 1  when you hold this 
hand, but you still want to describe your hand in 
one bid. If you have 11-15 with six spades you 
can overcall 1 , and cuebid the opponent’s suit 
at your next turn.

Bridge into the 21st Century 5. 1 . There has always been a school of thought 
that in fourth seat, a double shows an opening 
hand or better, and an overcall shows less than 
an opening hand. Nowadays, most of us have 
worked out that the best way to develop a hand 
is to bid your suit first, and save the double, or 
cuebid of opponent’s suit for later. 

Let’s say you double first on this hand, and 
opener jumps to 3 . Now you either have to dou-
ble, suppressing your five-card spade suit, or bid 
your raggedy spade suit at the three-level. You 
have painted yourself into a corner. Now go back 
and bid 1 , and opener jumps to 3 . When the 
bidding comes back to you, a double expresses 
your values perfectly.

6. Pass. If Sherlock Holmes held this hand, he 
would be asking himself: “Where are the spades?” 
Your partner did not overcall 1 , so either partner 
has spades and is too weak to overcall, or does 
not have spades. Perhaps responder has passed 
1  with QJ10xx, x, Qxxx, xxx, and oppo-
nents can make a partscore or game in spades. 
There are many examples from World Champi-
onships where an opening bid of one was passed 
out, with slam available in a different suit.

7. 1 . It’s against my religion to overcall a four-
card suit, but you are not in the overcall seat, you 
are in the balancing seat - the end of the line. 
You don’t want the opponents to get away with 
playing in 1 , and 1  is the only bid that makes 
any sense. If you double, a 2  response from 
partner would be awkward.

8. 2C. You have good playing strength, sufficient 
to bid both your suits. Better to take the slight 
risk of missing your spade fit and start with 2 . 
At your next turn you can bid 2 , thus describing 
your hand to a tee.

9. Pass. Your hand is much better for defence, 
and there is no chance partner has passed with a 
good hand, being short in hearts. 1  will surely 
be their worst contract.

10. 2 . An overcall is impossible, and double is 
poor since partner will pass for penalties around 
10% of the time. You have no wish to defend 1  
with this freak. Likewise, if you leap to 4  you 
may miss a laydown slam. My plan would be to 
Michaels Cuebid first, thus taking control of the 
auction. Then jump to 4 , or cuebid 3  or 4  if 
partner shows any sign of life.

Paul Lavings,
Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies



14

 West North East South
 N Edgtton Kanetkar Gosney Brown
      1
 Pass 1  Pass 2
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Lead: Q

West played K, ducked, and North won the 
club return. After four rounds of spades, 10 was 
led from dummy, but there was not the slightest 
temptation for West to cover. Declarer could 
not afford to let East in, and so played A, K 
and a third heart. This catered for honour-small 
with East, or hearts 3-3 without East winning  
the third round. It was not to be, so –50 and 10 
IMPs to HOWARD.

The second set was closer, with the youngsters 
winning 27-24 IMPs.

Board 15, South deals, NS vulnerable
 West North East South
 Edgtton Mullamphy Gosney Klinger
      1
 Pass 2 1 Dbl Pass
 ?
1. Weak jump-shift, 6+ spades, 0-6 points.

What would you do as West with:

  A K 4 3 
 Q J 5 
 10 9 4 
 8 7 4  

Nothing is particularly attractive. Playing natural 
methods, you could bid a non-forcing 2NT. For 
those who use Lebensohl as a puppet to 3 , 
stopping in 2NT was not available. Nabil Edgtton 
opted to pass, but as he had no nasty surprise in 
trumps, this was not a success.

The full deal:

  Q J 10 9 5 2
 7 4
 J 3

10 6 3

  A K 4 3  8
 Q J 5 A K 9 8 6
 10 9 4 A 8 6
 8 7 4  Q J 9 2
  7 6
 10 3 2
 K Q 7 5 2

A K 5

East led A and switched to Q, taken by the 
ace. 2 went to the jack and ace, and the defence 
cashed another heart. North ruffed the third heart 
and led Q. He lost two spades, two hearts and 
a diamond for +670.

At the other table:

 West North East South
 Brown Howard Kanetkar Whibley
      1
 Pass 2  3  Pass
 4   All Pass

Lead: K

Declarer  f inished two down for  –100,  and 
KLINGER gained 11 IMPs.

HOWARD effectively sealed the match with a 
38-10 IMP third session, now leading by 119-
55 IMPs, a lead of 64 IMPs with 14 boards to 
play.

Board 32, West deals, all vulnerable
 West North East South
 Howard Mullamphy Whibley Klinger
 Pass Pass 1   1
 3 1 4   Dbl Pass
 ?
1. Splinter raise of hearts.

What would you do now as West with:
  8 
 K 10 9 7 3 
 J 5 4 3 
 K J 8 2  

This deal produced the biggest swing in the final, 
and Justin Howard made the winning decision to 
produce a double game swing:

  K 8 6 4 3
 4
 9 2

Q 9 6 5 3

  ---  Q J 2
 K 10 9 7 3 A Q 6 5 2
 J 5 4 3 10 8
 K J 8 2  A 10 4
  A 10 9 7 5
 J 8
 A K Q 7 6

7

 West North East South
 Brown Gosney Kanetkar Edgtton
 Pass Pass 1   2
 3  4   Dbl All Pass
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   EGYPTIAN  SPLENDOUR  -  NILE RIVER  -  ROME  -    MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE   
May 16 – June 12   2011:  From $ 9975 pp  Includes all Airfares: with Greg Eustace/ Gaye Allen 

 

Included in this price is 4 nights accommodation, 4 in-house dinners,
including a 3-Course Yulefest, all breakfasts and your 3 day trolley bus
pass for sightseeing. Bridge includes 5 sessions of pairs at B4Red and 2
sessions of teams at B5Red, 2 workshops with notes and welcoming drinks.  

For further information:   http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/~gayeallen/     
Finesse Bridge Club:   gayeallen@optusnet.com.au  Ph: 9596 1423 or 0410 127 326

KATOOMBA  – YULEFEST – LA MAISON GUESTHOUSE  
JULY 25 – 29   2010  (4 Night Getaway)   $ 580 TS   SS  $125 

27 day trip of a lifetime : - Included in 
this holiday are your International and 
Domestic flights, all accommodation, 3 
nights in The Eternal City, 5 nights 
Cairo, 7 night Nile river cruise and a 
10 night Western Mediterranean 
Cruise with ports at Florence,   Monte 
Carlo,  Barcelona,  Palma de Mallorca, 
La Goulette, Palermo and Naples on 
the 5* Holland America Nordaam. All 
breakfasts, dinners and transfers are 
included. Tours and English speaking 
guides are included throughout Egypt. 
Private tours will be arranged within 
our group on the Mediterranean 
cruise. Your bridge program will 
include pairs and teams with Red 
Masterpoints and many tutorials and 
lecture material. EARLY BIRD 
DISCOUNT by JULY 31 $ 200. 

                MELBOURNE CUP GETAWAY NOVEMBER 1-5 
 

     TERRIGAL – 5 STAR – STAR OF THE SEA  APARTMENTS  
 

 

                        (4 NIGHTS) From $ 625 TS pp : approx $100 SS 
 

Included in this price is 4 nights accommodation in
exquisite luxury apartments, All dinners, all lunches,
including a 3 course Melbourne Cup lunch including
seafood, champagne reception, entry to two $ 5 
sweepstakes and facility for phone bets. Bridge
includes a 5 session B4Red pairs event, and a 2 
session B5Red teams event and 2 workshops, will be 
conducted in a Penthouse apartment. Room features 
include large flat screen TV’s, Ocean Views,
balconies >30 m2, laundry, Secure Parking. 
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2010 is an exciting year for 
Australia’s Youth team, 

Michael Whibley - Justin 
Howard, Andy Hung - Adam 
Edgtton, Paul Gosney - Nabil 
Edgtton. Due to play the 
World Championships in 
Philadelphia in October, the 
team is already hard at work, 
practising on the internet and 
competing in national and 
international tournaments.

So far the results have been more than encouraging, 
including a win in the South West Pacific Teams and 
second at the NOT for Hung, the Edgttons and Whibley 
and a semi final appearance at the Gold Coast for the 
former three.

In March, the team headed to Amsterdam to play 
against many of the world’s best youth sides in the 
prestigious White House tournament. Australia were 
well placed in the top four for most of the event, but 
fell at the final hurdle to finish fifth, just outside quali-
fying for the semi finals. This was without Gosney, 
who competed in the Australia Open Trials where he 
qualified with Peter Gill.

In Adelaide, the team Ron Klinger writes about in his 
article, produced a performance of opposite effect, 
winning the event with a storming finish after a slow 
start - averaging just 16 for the first four rounds.

In the first auction, Howard removed 4  doubled 
to 5 . Both contracts were unbeatable and so 
HOWARD scored +790 and +650 for +16 IMPs.

The fourth set offered plenty of scope for swings, 
and I bid to three slams, firstly with:

  Q
 A Q 10 8 6 2
 ---
 K Q 10 9 8 2

opposite a strong heart raise (we were off A 
and K, which was offside); then with:

 ---
 K 10 9 8 7 3
 K J 8 6 4 3
 K

opposite a strong 1NT opening (partner had two 
aces, but one was A), and finally with:

 K 10 9 8 5
 9 7 4 3 2
 10 9
 A

opposite a 21-22 2NT opening.

Partner had:

 A 7 6
 A K J
 K 7
 K Q 8 7 4

A was onside, but Q was not, and there was 
no miracle in spades. Thus all three slams failed. 
Our  opponents stopped in game on the first two 
and were –200 on the last. The only comfort was 
that the outcome would have been the same had 
I made the right decision on all three hands. 

Congratulations to HOWARD. They played very 
well, and the match was played in a thoroughly 
friendly spirit. Well done also to the Convener, 
Dianne Marler, her directors and helpers, for 
another excellent Autumn Nationals.

Ron Klinger

Leading datums in the ANOT qualifying:
1. Terry Brown – Avi Kanetkar (178 IMPs)
2. Bruce Neill – David Wiltshire (175 IMPs)
3. Peter Hollands – Justin Williams (173).

Women’s Swiss Pairs:
1. Sue Lusk – Therese Tully
2. Elizabeth Havas – Cathy Mill
3= Linda Alexander – Dianne Marler
Kim Frazier – Tania Gariepy.

Seniors Swiss Pairs:
1. Martin Bloom – Ted Chadwick
2. Roger Januszke – John Zollo
3. Peter Chan – David Lusk

Restricted Swiss Pairs:
1. Mark Fairlamb – Tim O’Loughlin
2. Susan Britton – Peter Moller
3. Dee Baird – Helen Kite

2010 ANOT - a youth perspective

Paul Gosney

We welcome reports We welcome reports 
on major ABF events. on major ABF events. 
If accepted, we pay  up If accepted, we pay  up 
to $150 for articles not to $150 for articles not 
published elsewherepublished elsewhere

E: editor@abf.com.auE: editor@abf.com.au 
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Let’s start with a couple of interesting card play hands 
encountered during the qualifying rounds.

Problem 1
Round 5, Board 8, West deals, nil vulnerable

 A 6 4
 A Q J 7
 J 6

K Q J 8

  J 
 10 3 
 Q 8 7 5 3 
 A 10 9 5 3  

 West North East South
 Edgtton Kelso Gosney Gallus
 Pass 1  Pass 1
 Pass 4   All Pass

You lead J to 4, 5 and K. You have the agreement 
that if your partner can see you have led a shortage, 
you give suit preference. Declarer plays a low heart to 

10 (suit preference), Q and partner wins the king.  
Partner returns 8 to 3 and you ruff.

What’s partner up to, and what will you lead next?

If trying to read partners mind isn’t to your taste, have 
a go at this declarer play problem:

Problem 2
Round 4, Board 18, East deals, NS vulnerable

 A 5 3
 A K 10 9
 J 7

A K Q 3

  
   
  Q 10 7 4 2
 J 3
 Q 9 6 3

7 6

 West North East South
  Edgtton  Gosney
     1  Pass
 Pass Dbl Pass 1
 Pass 2   Dbl 2
 Pass 4   All Pass

West leads 8, and follows with 5 as East plays K, 
A and a low diamond. You play 9 as West ruffs 

with 8 and dummy overruffs with A. Dummy leads 
a spade, East winning K as West discards a heart. 
East plays another diamond, as West discards another 
heart

Over to you.                           Continued on page 10

The HandyDup® is a Duplimate® dealing machine without motor. 

That is to say, your fingers have to do the work that the
motor does in a Duplimate. This slows down the

process, of course, but you always get what
you pay for, don’t you?

The HandyDup is good for:
Clubs and teachers who cannot afford a

Duplimate.
Teams (playing hand dealt boards) that want

to read the deals into the PC for post mortem
analyzes/re-play.

At home for playing/re-playing tournament deals.

The HandyDup comes with the same comprehensive
software package for dealing, analyzing, printing, etc,

as the Duplimate.

You can see it in action, and download the software, at www.handydup.com. 
And, yes, if you place your order for a HandyDup at info@duplimate.com it is only $490 incl. postage!

A dealing machine for $ 490!?

www.handydup.com • info@duplimate.com
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What should I bid?
Sponsored by

The best submission for April came 
from Brian Thorp. 

With East dealer and EW vulnerable, 
I held the East hand below: 

J52, K862, A, KQJ52 

 West North East South
     1  Pass
 1  2    ?

Brian: Matchpoints. We play a 12-14 1NT, and 
do not play support doubles. What would you 
recommend bidding here? 

Kieran: 2 . Actually the same as I’d do if they 
hadn’t bid. I strongly prefer a three-card raise to 
rebidding a five-card suit, which is usually about 
11th on my list of options. 

Brian: What would you recommend as the agreed 
meaning of a double? 

Kieran: I’m comfortable with support doubles, 
which I play in virtually all partnerships up 
to and including two of responder’s suit. That 
said, they’re more useful in a strong notrump 
system than a weak notrump system. Many weak 
notrumpers might play double here as showing 
a strong notrump (without four spades) or bet-
ter, perhaps including some strong one-suiters 
in clubs which they’re willing to describe as 
balanced. This is probably a good choice, and 
can quite easily be passed when your partner 
has some trumps (or, perhaps with a couple of 
trumps, a good hand and the vulnerability on your 
side). I think that traditional penalty doubles are 
a poor choice, not least because you can catch 
them for penalties when partner reopens with a 
double anyway, and sometimes you get to take a 
swing one level higher when they raise or over-
caller bids again. 

Brian: How would this meaning differ if re-
sponder had bid at the two-level in a sequence 
such as: 

1  (Pass) 2  (2 ) Dbl?

Kieran: I like this double as cooperative-penalty. 
This isn’t very fashionable in Sydney, though, 
so most of my partners play this as some varia-
tion on a takeout double. Few would play it as  
a support double. 

Brian: And how should vulnerability affect such 
agreements?

Kieran: No need to have your methods change 
by vulnerability - that’s more work than it’s 
worth. Most people have enough trouble play-
ing one system well. However, implementation 
can change with vulnerability - at favourable, 
particularly with lots of high cards, you can be 
much keener to spring the opponents for penal-
ties. Curiously, the other best vulnerability to 
catch people is “nil” - mathematically, it’s similar 
to all vul (three down outscores a game, etc) but 
their overcalls are so much looser, particularly 
at the two level. 

Brian: More generally, your views would be ap-
preciated on the value of agreeing to play support 
doubles for pairs playing a weak 1NT. Most of 
the example hands I can find in the literature 
where support doubles would be valuable show 
opener as having a hand where an Acol player 
would either be opening a weak 1NT, or happy to 
support responder’s major with three-card sup-
port because, for example, he has a singleton or 
void somewhere. 

Kieran: A good question. You’re quite right 
- support doubles are most useful for strong 
notrumpers. Playing double as a strong notrump 
is probably your best bet. Also, you can observe 
some inferences about your 1NT and 2NT rebids 
- they should be positionally sound (not Axx, for 
example, which would prefer to be dummy) and 
would probably have an offensive twist, like a 
five-card (or longer) suit. And there’s no reason 
to ever shade a 2NT rebid again - 2NT over a 
two-level overcall can be 18-19, as it should be 
(or equivalent power, perhaps with a six-card suit 
and a 16-count) and the lesser hands can double. 
Three-card raises aren’t too painful with unbal-
anced hands, and there’s always a pass card for 
lesser misfitting hands. 

Ed: Apologies for the hand diagram in this fea-
ture’s last issue, where:

1. There were 12 clubs - no A (North had it).
2. North had only 12 cards ( A missing).
3. Both North and West had 7.
4. Both North and South had 10.
5. Both North and East had 2.

David Cowell, who brought this to my attention 
commented: “I enjoy the magazine, even with 
the spot the deliberate mistake page!”

If only it were deliberate, David!
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Problem 1 (continued from page 6)
 A 6 4

 A Q J 7
 J 6

K Q J 8

  J  10 9 8 5 2
 10 3 K 8 5
 Q 8 7 5 3 K 10 9 4
 A 10 9 5 3  4
  K Q 7 3
 9 6 4 2
 A 2

7 6 2

Having given partner his spade ruff, East wanted you 
to lead ace and another, in whichever suit you hold 
an ace. From his point of view, you may have had the 
same hand with A, hence partner’s attempt to signal 
‘no preference’.

At the table, West, realising partner had something 
in diamonds, switched to a diamond. Unfortunately, 
declarer was able to win, play a heart to dummy’s 
ace, unblock A, draw the last trump with 9 and 
then throw dummy’s diamond on Q. If partner had 
held K and two small clubs, he would just ask for a 
diamond.

Problem 2
 A 5 3

 A K 10 9
 J 7

A K Q 3

  8  K J 9 6
 Q 8 7 6 5 4 2
 8 5 A K 10 4 2
 J 10 8 5  9 4 2
  Q 10 7 4 2
 J 3
 Q 9 6 3

7 6

To make 4 , you will need to trump coup East, re-
ducing your trumps to his length, then leading from 
dummy at trick 12, without giving him a chance to ruff 
(unless you can overruff). East is known to have five 
diamonds and four spades. If he is 2-2 in hearts and 
clubs, you shouldn’t have too much of a problem. If he 
is 3-1 in the remaining suits, West’s two discards would 
seem to indicate long hearts, and so East may have a 
shortage in hearts. Therefore, you should play a club 
to dummy, finesse a spade through East, play another 
club to dummy and ruff 3. Now, if all has gone well, 
a heart to dummy and Q will finish East off. Any 

other combination of plays would have failed, includ-
ing cashing Q prematurely, giving East a chance to 
throw his heart away when you ruff the low club.

In the final qualifying round our team played EBERY. 
We needed a 19-11 VP win to overtake them (on a 
countback), and give us a good chance of making the 
final.

Jamie Ebery and Leigh Gold teamed up with another 
youth pair in fine form, Jeremy Rosen - Ben Kingham, 
who recently made the Victorian Open Team. It was 
an exciting set of boards, with lots of slam potential.  
Ben and Jeremy quickly seized the initiative on Board 
5, bidding (uncontested) to a great 7 :

  ---  K 7 5
 J 10 5 2 A K Q 6 3
 A 10 7 4 Q 3
 Q 9 6 4 2  A K J

 West North East South
 Rosen    Kingham
     2NT Pass
 3 1  Pass 3 2  Pass
 4 3 Pass 4NT4 Pass
 5 5 Pass 6 6 Pass
 7  All Pass
1. Major enquiry.
2. Five hearts.
3. Exclusion Roman Key Card Blackwood.
4. 3 Key Cards for hearts, excluding controls in spades.
5. Queen ask.
6. Q + K.

The play was easy enough: ruff two spades in dummy 
and then run clubs. They won 10 IMPs for their effort 
against the 6  bid at our table, making 1010. Only one 
other pair in the field, Sue and Gary Hollands, bid the 
grand slam.

The ANOT squad: Justin Howard, Nabil Edgtton, 
Michael Whibley and Paul Gosney
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Eight boards later, however, Whibley - Howard were 
able to demonstrate their own slam bidding prowess 
by bidding to this fine 7 :

  A 9 5  K J 6
 J 9 6 3 2 ---
 K A Q J 8 6
 A 9 6 4  K Q 8 5 3

 West North East South
 Howard    Whibley
 1  Pass 2 1 Pass
 2NT2  Pass 3   Pass
 3 3 Pass 3 3 Pass
 4 3 Pass 4NT Pass
 5  Pass 7  All Pass
1. Game Force.
2. Clubs.
3. Cuebids.

Whibley – Howard do not cuebid shortages opposite 
their partner’s first bid suit, so Michael Whibley could 
be confident of diamonds running, providing discards 
for the spades.

They were the sole pair to reach 7 , on a board many 
pairs, including our opponents, failed to bid slam. The 
17 IMPs on this board contributed to a 22-8 VP win.

By the time the final had arrived, our team was in good 
form, particularly Whibley - Howard, who played very 
well in each set of the final.

Board 20 of the second set displayed the sort of partner-
ship understanding they possessed, a crucial ingredient 
for success in top level bridge.

Final Set 2, Board 20, West deals, all vulnerable
 A K J

 A 4 3 2
 A K

K J 10 6

  Q 8 5  10 7 6 2
 Q J 10 7 6 K 9 5
 5 Q J 4
 A Q 8 4  9 3 2
  9 4 3
 8
 10 9 8 7 6 3 2

7 5

 West North East South
 Brown Howard Kanetkar Whibley
 1  Dbl 2  Pass
 Pass Dbl Pass 3
 Pass 3   Pass 5
 Pass Pass Dbl Pass
 Pass Rdbl All Pass

Whibley won the heart lead in dummy, cashed both 
trump honours, then  ruffed a heart to hand to play a 
club up towards the king-jack. 
Brown won A to play another heart, ruffed by Whib-
ley, who then claimed, playing a diamond, forcing East 
to lead a black card into dummy.
The play went much the same in the other room for 11 
tricks in 5 , but that still meant 9 IMPs to Howard.

Although our opponents admittedly did not save their 
best bridge for the final, it was a convincing 166-75 
IMP win for the youth side, who won each of the four 
sets. It must be a long time since a national open teams 
tournament has been won by such a young side, the 
ages at the time being 17, 20, 23 and 25, for an aver-
age of just 21.

Our youth team is very grateful for the opportunities 
available to us, and the support shown by a group of 
people who recognise youth players as being the fu-
ture of the game. This includes the Australian Bridge 
Federation, the ABF Youth Committee and the Austra-
lian bridge playing public, whose generosity recently 
allowed a youth team to participate in a world class 
tournament in Amsterdam. Hopefully we can do our 
part, and keep the good results coming, leading up to 
Philadelphia.

Paul Gosney

JACK 5
$110.95 

(includes postage and GST)

The world’s best
bridge program
BRIDGE TIMERS AND
DEALING MACHINES

Bridge timers, starting 
at $515 + $10 postage 

We also have second-hand dealing
machines in excellent condition

Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd
P O Box 70, Leederville WA 6902

www.electronicbridge.com.au
Ph: (08) 9341 8116 
Fax: (08) 93414547 

Email: dyovich@iinet.net.au
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Mongolia and bridge
Ed: Those of us fortunate enough to be present 
at the PABF Championships in Surfers Paradise 
in 2008 will remember with fondness the three-
man Mongolian Bridge Team (swelled to four by 
Keith McDonald), who arrived at the last minute, 
and made an impact with their friendliness and 
charm. Their bridge was not as successful, but 
they were made welcome by all, and went back 
to Mongolia with a selection of bridge books 
donated by Nick Fahrer (The Bridge Shop) and 
Paul Lavings (Postfree Bridge Books).

The development of bridge as a sport 

B ridge as a sport is new to Mongolians, and is 
not yet widespread over the population. The 

Mongolian Bridge Federation was established in 
2002, and currently has just 182 members.

The Mongolian Bridge Federation joined the 
World Bridge Federation in 2006, and the Pacific 
Asian Bridge Federation in 2009 as an official 
member.

In recent years, we have been actively working 
on the development of bridge as a sport. We suc-
cessfully participated in the Pacific Asian Bridge 
Championships in 2008 in Surfers Paradise, 
Australia, and in 2009 in Macao. Two young 
Mongolian participants took 38th place in the 
First Olympic Mind Sports Competition, which 
was held in Beijing, China in 2008, and was a 
great success for us.

We are very pleased to announce the 2010 Bridge 
Mongolia Tour Contest will be held in Mongolia 
for the purpose of introducing the Mongolian 
Bridge Federation at an international level, and 
develop bridge more intensively. Specially, the 
final session of the Tour Contest will be held 
at the Mongolian National “Ger” in the virgin 
landscape of Mongolia. 

Mongolia is truly one of the world’s last undis-
covered travel destinations, and one of the saf-
est countries to visit. It is a land where you can 
experience wide-open spaces, cobalt blue skies, 
forests, deserts, crystal clear rivers and lakes, 
and the traditional hospitality of the nomads. 
Permanent dwellings are few and far between, 
fences even fewer, and the land is owned by the 
people, like one large National Park. 

As a tremendous destination to experience the 
outdoors, Mongolia also boasts a unique history 
dating back to the Mongol Empire of Genghis 
Khan. Simply put, it is a land of adventure, 
horses, nomads, and blue sky.

Basic information on Mongolia
Population: 2.8 million.
Area: 1,566,000 sq. km. (610,740 sq. miles). 
Land boundaries: 8,158 km, with Russia 3,485 
km and with China 4,673 km.
Average altitude: 1,580 metres above sea-level  
Te r r a i n :  Va s t  s e m i -
desert and desert plains, 
mountains in the west 
and southwest ,  Gobi 
Desert in the southeast.

People: Khalkha Mon-
gols  (86%) ,  Kazaks 
(6%), about a dozen 
other Mongolian ethnic 
groups.

Language: Mongolian, Kazakh, Russian and 
Chinese. English is widely spoken in the Ulaan-
baatar.
Religion: Tibetan Buddhism, Muslim, Christian 
and Shamanism.
Literacy rate: 82.9%.
Climate: Average summer temperature +20’C, 
average winter temperature -26’C, average rain-
fall 200-220 mm. Winter lasts from November to 
late April, spring is from May through June, and 
summer from July through September.
State structure: Mongolia is a unitary state and 
divided administratively into Aimags (21) and a 
capital city; Aimags are subdivided into soums; 
soums into bags; and a capital city into districts; 
districts into khoroos.
National currency: Tugrik (MNT), about MNT 
1379 = $US 1 in April, 2010 
Time: Add 8 hours to Greenwich Mean Time.

The three-man 2008 PABF team with Jim Millar, who 
delivered them to the venue from Brisbane airport
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There is no need to wait; the future is here!

LARGE touch screen not only means

LARGE buttons. It also implies:

MORE options
SMALLER risk to do wrong (only the buttons that
should be pressed are presented).
SMALLER risk of mechanical failure (no moving
parts).

The BridgeScorer® comes with
BIGGER software package and
BETTER warranties than anything else why
SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED (or money back)

is a trade mark registered by Jannersten Förlag
AB, one of the oldest (founded in 1939), and
largest, makers of bridge supplies.

Tomorrow is here

www.bridge-scorer.com • info@bridge-scorer.com
Australian distributor: sales@asecomputing.com ph. (02) 4362 2488 Fax (02) 4362 2411
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Want to improve your bridge?
Go to 

www.ronklingerbridge.com
for new material each day

Bridge Holidays with Ron and
Suzie Klinger in 2010

Tangalooma Wild
Dolphin Resort                                   Norfolk Island
August 29 - September 5             November 6 - 13

August 23-25: 3-day bridge workshop at the
Peninsula Country Golf Club, Frankston, Victoria

Details for any of the above from:

Holiday Bridge, 
PO Box 140, 

Northbridge NSW 1560

Tel: (02) 9958-5589
email: suzie@ron-klinger.com.au

SUPPORT DOUBLE TROUBLE

Hi There,
You will no doubt recall that you sent me some advice 
on support doubles and support redoubles a while ago.  
We have been giving them a try, and we’re cool about 
that – except for this disaster!! I would appreciate your 
expert comments.

I held, with the opposition vulnerable:
   J 7 6 4 2
 A Q 8 7 4 2
 6 3
 ---

Glenda dealt and opened 1 , and I responded 1 . Then 
my left-hand opponent intervened with 2 . Glenda 
passed, as did right-hand, and I doubled for takeout.

No one else bid after that, and we couldn’t take 2  
down. So they made a terrific score, because 4♠ is 
good for us, making 11 tricks.

Here is the full hand:

   K 9 8 5
 K
 A 9 5 2
  A 10 7 6
  A  Q 10 3
 9 3 J 10 6 5
 K Q 10 8 7 J 4
 K Q J 9 8  5 4 3 2
  J 7 6 4 2
 A Q 8 7 4 2
 6 3
 ---

What do you think?

An ever perplexed Cathy

Dear Ever Perplexed,

All sorts of doubles used to be penalty in other times, 
and now they take on new meanings like negative 
doubles, competitive doubles, responsive doubles 
and support doubles, depending on the situation. This 
increases the difficulty associated with punishing an 
ill-judged or unlucky bid with penalty action. One other 
outcome is that newer players have more difficulty in 
judging penalty options, because they arise less fre-
quently. Clearly, re-entering the auction with double 
rather than a bid is often the only way to reconstruct 
penalty opportunities. Unfortunately, the decision to 
penalise is now outside the doubler’s control.

So here is my take on this situation as illustrated aptly 
by the example you have provided. Looking at the 
South hand here, what would you have done if the 
bidding had proceeded thus: 

 West North East South
 --- 1  Pass 1
 2  Dbl Pass ?
This would be an offer that you would doubtless refuse 
on the South cards, because you have a hand unsuit-
able for defence against a low-level part-score. Hence 
you would risk the sound of gnashing teeth from the 
other side of the table and bid 2 , hoping for support 
for either of your suits.

On the auction you had, it is reasonable, from where 
you sit, that partner is trapping for a double, so you 
shouldn’t make that action. I guess you need to get a 
template on hands where you would rebid your suit, 
or bid a second suit with the strong inference that you 
have a hand unsuited to defence. 

There is no question that partner paid for a marginal 
decision when she could have bid spades according to 
instructions, but, she is entitled to take the inference 
that your hand is OK for defence when you elect to 
use a takeout double. Note that with a stronger hand, 
you could have constructed a clear game-force with a 
cuebid of 3 .

Your lovin’ Uncle David

Coaching Cathy at contract
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20 – 28 OCTOBER 2010 
SPRING NATIONAL OPEN TEAMS 20-24 October 

SPRING NATIONAL RESTRICTED TEAMS 20-21 October 
(each player must have fewer than 300 masterpoints as at 30/6/2010) 

Winners awarded entry to 2011 Gold Coast Restricted Teams/Pairs 

DICK CUMMINGS OPEN SWISS PAIRS 23-24 October 

MANZONI WOMENS TEAMS 25-28 October 

New Trophy:  Linda Stern Womens Teams Trophy 

BOBBY EVANS SENIORS TEAMS 25-28 October 
(each player must have been born before 1/1/1951) 

 

Gold Masterpoints 
Playoff Qualifying Points 

Tournament Organiser: Marcia Scudder 
Tel: 02 9264 8111 (NSWBA)  

Email: sn@abf.com.au 
web site: www.abf.com.au/events/spnot 

           Stunning New Venue 
Derby Room 

AJC Function Centre 
Royal Randwick Racecourse 

 

 
 

Easy access from the City and Central by bus, by taxi from 
the Airport and from most parts of Sydney by car via the 

Eastern Distributor 

Free parking 
Argy’s Café provides an extensive range of food & coffee 

 

                                                          

Better Balanced Bidding
The Banzai Method
by David Jackson & Ron Klinger, 
Master Bridge Series, 2010, soft 
cover, 144 pages, $32.95

The 4-3-2-1 point count has been 
the notrump yardstick for 90 

years, but is it accurate?

David Jackson of Ireland and Ron Klinger demonstrate 
emphatically the answer is NO. Despite expert thinking, 
aces and kings are not as useful in notrumps, compared 
to lower honours.

Look at the following two hands: the bidding at every 
table will go 1NT - 3NT, but you will be lucky to take 
eight tricks:

Hand 1

  A 9 6 5  K 2
 A 6 4 K 8 2
 K 7 4 A 6 5 3
 A 8 5  7 6 3 2

Now try:

Hand 2

  Q J 10 6  K 2
 Q J 3 K 10 7 2
 Q J 10 A 5 3
 K J 6  10 7 4 2

Two points less, but 3NT is an excellent contract. 
Simply adding a half-point for tens helps, but the 
Banzai Count, 5-4-3-2-1, puts all the honours into 
correct perspective. The second half of the book is 
devoted to examples from world class events. 

The book is quite brilliant, a revolution and a revelation. 
Expert thinking in hand evaluation has been turned on 
its head. A must-read for the serious bridge player.

Review by Paul Lavings, 
Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies
www.postfree.cc 

The point count method of hand 
evaluation was fi rst proposed in 1914, 
and popularized in 1934 by Milton Work, 
1864 - 1934 (pictured at right). Ed.

Book Review
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Brunswick Valley BC Anniversary

John Hardy
Books

Common Bidding Mistakes to Avoid
Ross Dick $26.95

Off-road Declarer Play
David Bird $26.40

Software
JACK 5  $93.50
Upgrade from Jack 4 $49.50
Bridge Baron 20  $93.50
Upgrade to BB 20 (old CD required) $49.50
Bridge Master 2000
Great for improving declarer play  $77.00

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or  0409 786 050

Email J.Hardy@uq.net.au
Website www.uq.net.au/~zzjhardy

B runswick Valley Bridge Club celebrated its 
25th Anniversary with a special Rainbow 

Individual session, followed by champagne, re-
freshments and presentations at Brunswick Heads 
Community Centre on June 14. The event was 
attended by 56 members and guests, who enjoyed 
a really interesting and enjoyable afternoon.

Among those present were five founder members, 
Diana Gall, widow of the Foundation President, 
Patricia Hems, Doreen Grant, Fay Patterson and 
Jean Lipski. One of our longest-standing mem-
bers, Marge Buckley was also present. Marge, 
who is 94, still plays a formidable game. All are 
passionate players, and still participate actively 
in sessions at Brunswick Valley and other clubs 
in the area. They were honoured for their long 
service and loyalty to the club by being awarded 
Honorary Life Memberships. 

The club held its inaugural meeting in the Senior 
Citizens’ Rooms in Brunswick Heads on June 15, 
1985. Until that time, the ardent local players 
had travelled to Murwillumbah, Tweed, Ballina 
and Lismore for their games. Over the years, the 
club has flourished, and now has well over 50 
members, who enjoy two sessions per week on 
Mondays and Saturdays. 

This year the club participated in the ‘Bridge 
for Brains Challenge’ which is played to raise 
funds for the Prince of Wales Medical Research 
Foundation, and their cutting edge research into 
the causes, prevention and treatment of Alzhe-
imer’s Disease. 

We welcome visitors to the club, new members 
and those wishing to learn the game. Enquiries 
to (02) 6677 1877.

Freda Star, Secretary

Patricia Hems, Jean Lipski, Fay Patterson, Diana Gall, 
Doreen Grant and Marge Buckley.

A t the Championships, held in Hamilton, NZ 
in late May, Australia sent five teams. After 

two round robins the finishing places were:

Open: A close 2nd (out of 14 teams) behind 
Chinese Taipei with Indonesia 3rd.

Women’s: 3rd (out of three teams) behind Japan 
and New Zealand. 

Seniors’: 1st (out of 10 teams) with Japan 
2nd and AUSTRALIA 
KLINGER 3rd. There 
were two other un-
o ff i c i a l  Aus t r a l i an 
teams, KLINGER and 
BOURKE.

Under 26:  1s t  (out 
of seven teams) with 
Singapore 2nd and New Zealand 3rd.

Under 21: 2nd (out of four teams) behind Chi-
nese Taipei with New Zealand 3rd.

The PABF Pairs was won by Ishmael Del’Monte  
- Michael Prescott with Justin Howard - Michael 
Whibley 2nd and Jenny Millington - Barry Jones 
(NZ) 3rd.

Australia at the PABFC

Australian Seniors’ Team
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The Sri Lankan Bridge Federation is conduct-
ing a bridge tournament next year. Invitations 

have been sent to find the approximate number 
of teams likely to participate from Australia, in 
order for us to reserve hotel rooms.

It is necessary for us to reserve rooms six to nine 
months in advance, as Sri Lanka is experienc-
ing a travel boom after the end of 20 years of 
war, and our hotels are unable to cope with the 
demand from travellers. The hotel industry has 
been neglected for the last 20 years.

If by the latest the end of July, Australia can 
estimate the number of teams expected, it will 
help us avoid last minute disappointment.

We expect around 100 teams, and the maximum 
we can accommodate is 120 teams.

Many thanks for your cooperation!

S. Sivagnanasundaram
Secretary, Bridge Federation of Sri Lanka

Visit Sri Lanka
International

Bridge Tournament
20 - 24 May, 2011

(revised dates)

The Bridge Federation of Sri Lanka, in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Tourism, the Tourist 
Board, the Conventions Bureau and the Ministry 
of Sports of the government of Sri Lanka will be 
staging this major event.

The event is likely to be held at the Blue Water 
Hotel, www.bluewatersrilanka.com

Registration fee:
Team of four participants: $US1,200

Each additional participant (a maximum of two) 
$US 200 per person

Open Pairs: $US 100

Seniors Pairs: $US 100

Benefits to Overseas Participants
A once in a lifetime visit to the Land of Para-
dise: http://www.srilankatourism.org/ or http://
www.srilanka.travel/
Registration fee includes:
Transport from airport & returm
Four Nights free accommodation (inclusive 
of breakfast) for a team of four and paid up         
additional participants
Five nights free accommodation for the first 
four teams qualifying for the semi finals
Free lunch & tea
Free transport from hotels to the playing venue
Eliminated teams participants can enter either 
for the Open or the Seniors Pairs by 4.00pm on 
May 23
If players enter a pairs event, they will be pro-
vided one more night’s free accommodation
Prize pool of over $US 43,000
For more information email Siva at:              
sivagnanasundarams@yahoo.com

Invitation to Sri Lanka
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1 Courtney Michael 71.08

2 Burgess Stephen 70.03

3 Browne Seamus 69.34

4 Prescott Michael 69.21

5 Christiansen Kennet 69.14

6 Richman Bob 68.14

7 Klinger Ron 67.88

8 Wood Viv 67.57

9 Gosney Paul 67.14

10 Markovics Andrew 66.70

11 Deverall Pam 66.52

12 Andrew Simon 65.97

13 Hoffman David 65.81

14 Ferris David 65.51

15 Brown Terry 65.45

16 Baker Colin 65.45

17 Waight Peter 65.30

18 Otvosi Erwin 65.18

19 Smolanko George 65.05

20 Wurth David 64.92

21 Bilski George 64.82

22 Kiss Tom 64.74

23 Kaplan Rena 64.52

24 Rose Jenny 64.41

25 Lu Rick 64.35

26 Erskine Robin 64.27

27 Beauchamp David 64.23

28 Hutchins Geoffrey 64.06

29 Johns Digby 64.00

30 McLarty Jean 63.88

31 De Fontenay Patrick 63.83

32 Browne Derrick 63.82

33 Bate Ann 63.79

34 Haughie Bill 63.71

35 Rosendorff Nigel 63.68

36 Hurst Robert 63.48

37 Thomas Jo 63.46

38 Gue Phil 63.38

39 Hardman Doug 63.37

40 Voveris Elizabeth 63.37

41 Davis Marilyn 63.27

42 Czapnik Damien 63.25

43 Crossman Bev 63.24

44 Riddell Carol 63.19

45 Kynaston Ann 63.16

46 Travis Barbara 63.15

47 Greig Don 63.13

48 Crossman Bruce 63.13

49 Stephens Mark 63.12

50 Milston John 63.10

51 Braithwaite Andrew 63.10

52 Stewart Maureen 63.08

53 Wyer Paul 63.05

54 Douglas Richard 62.99

55 Sturgul John 62.86

56 Gallagher Ruth 62.75

57 Deeves Kevin 62.75

58 Lipton George 62.72

59 Norris Angela 62.68

60 Becconsall Craig 62.67

61 Speiser Ron 62.64

62 Young Sonia 62.53

63 Lokan Morag 62.52

64 Lokan Chris 62.51

65 Tewes Erin 62.44

66 Truscott Edward 62.43

67 Smyth Paul 62.43

68 O’Keeffe Patricia 62.42

69 Sturgul Alison 62.41

70 Wilkinson Jenny 62.40

71 Wardroper Alan 62.38

72 Green Murray 62.33

73 Hughes Nick 62.29

74 Riggs Alex 62.22

75 Taylor Tony 62.21

76 Ebery Jamie 62.16

The ABF has now been running the Alan Woods Rating System 
for clubs for just over one year. All clubs are invited to try 

the system out, free of charge, thanks to the endowment to bridge 
of Alan Woods.

Right now there are about 5000 rated players. We are seeking the 
big name players coming through following the inclusion of the 
data from the Summer Festival, the Gold Coast and the ANOT. 
More top names will no doubt appear on the list after the VCC 
and other national events. The other names are the leading players 
from the 20 clubs that currently run the system.

The list is not yet a complete who’s who of Australian bridge, but 
that will change as more clubs are included, along with more im-
portant congresses and national events. In time, this list will pro-
vide a true snapshot of the leading players on the national stage, 
much like the rankings for tennis, golf and chess. Make sure the 
players at your club do not miss out!
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77 Crockett Shirley 62.15

78 Graczynski Eugene 61.95

79 Floc’h Ann 61.95

80 Mundell Giselle 61.85

81 Molloy Carolyn 61.85

82 Peake Andrew 61.83

83 Gathy Des 61.80

84 Lennox Barbara 61.78

85 Whibley Michael 61.77

86 Milston Alan 61.75

87 Rees Antoinet 61.73

88 Mann Tricia 61.72

89 Gold Leigh 61.71

90 Stack Tom 61.68

91 Hirst Bill 61.67

92 Vaughan Ed 61.66

93 Reynolds Sidney 61.61

94 Schmidt Gordon 61.61

95 Mckinnon Ian 61.61

96 Lowy Eva 61.59

97 Vaughan Robin 61.57

98 Kalejs Klaus 61.52

99 Hutchins Jan 61.50

100 Burt Michael 61.49

The Alan Woods Rating System is an 
ABF service that is currently being 

provided free on a trial basis. This trial 
will last at least one year. 

A rating provides players with an ac-
curate measure of their current standing 
at bridge. It is accurate because it takes 
into account the strength of the partner 
and the opponents. 

Here are some of the benefits:

With ratings, every pair has their own 
personal goal every time they play. 
Their goal is to be plus on their rat-
ing. To be plus on your rating is to do 
better than expected, and to improve 
your rating. So, it doesn’t matter if you 
come last, as long as you are plus on 
your rating.

How does the system work?

Participating clubs provide the data 
from their games on a monthly basis. 
They have to use a scorer that has an 
interface built in to extract the data. 
Most leading scorers already have such 
an interface. It would not be hard to 
build it into any that do not.

How do clubs use this information?

After the results are processed each 
month, clubs are provided with the up-
to-date information on their computers. 
With this, they can produce all sorts of 
reports. The most important report is 
the session recap. An example is pro-
vided at the bottom of this page. 

Top rated players

Ratings give you an accurate ranking of 
the players in your club. For example, 
each month you could list the top 10 
players in your club. That would afford 
recognition for the players who make 
the list, and it would provide an incen-
tive for those who do not.

The Alan Woods Rating System - 
why your club should be a part of it

The +/- column shows how this session impacted on the players’ ratings. The figure listed is the actual amount that will be 
added to, or subtracted from, their ratings. The seed column shows where the pairs were expected to finish in this session..

Most improved players

Each month you can provide a list of 
the most improved players in your club. 
All players are quite likely to make this 
list, giving even weak players their mo-
ment in the spotlight.

When you print this to your printer it is 
possible to limit the output to one page 
if you so desire.

Personalised letters

All the information about a player is 
available in a database, making it easy 
to merge into personal letters for the 
players.

Player statement

You can print out statements for your 
players or they can see them online. 
This lists a player’s performance in the 
last month. All the events they played 
during the month are listed with their 
rating’s impact shown for each event. 
The net impacts are also shown for the 
past month.

About ratings

Ratings range from about 30 to about 
70, with 50 being average. The majority 
of players are in the range of 45 to 55. 
To have a published rating, you must 
have played at least 13 times.

You can see on the list provided that 
a rating of 61.5 will currently put you 
amongst the top 100 players. That will 
naturally change as more players come 
on board. 

How does my club joinfor a free trial?

The ratings service is currently being 
provided by Ian McKinnon and Paul 
Marston. The first thing you have to do 
is make sure the scorer you use has a 
suitable interface. Contact Ian McKinnon 
at: ianmac@asecomputing.com.

As soon as this is confirmed, all you 
then have to do is run a monthly process 
that extracts the data from your scorer 
and send it for processing. 

Join now while you still have plenty 
of time to access the system under the 
free trial.

Typical session recapitulation
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The winter months are traditionally busy 
times for bridge players, with a variety of 

tournaments to choose from. At Queen’s Birth-
day Weekend, there was the choice of the trop-
ics and the Barrier Reef Congress at Mackay, 
or sub-sub-tropical Melbourne and the VCC. 
A more detailed report on the VCC in the next 
issue, but here are some of the results from that 
weekend of bridge:

Barrier Reef Open Swiss Teams
1. APPLETON, David Appleton, Peter Reynolds, 

Kathy Boardman, David Beauchamp (pictured 
below).

2. TULLY, Therese Tully, Sue Lusk, Richard Ward,
Lindy Vincent

3. MAYO, Greg Mayo, Sharon Mayo, Julian 
Foster, David Weston

Barrier Reef Restricted Swiss Teams
1. BUGLER, Patrick Bugler, John Kelly, 
 Geoffrey Martin, Nikolas Moore
Barrier Reef Open Swiss Pairs
1. M Moren, N Francis (pictured below).
2. P Kahler, T Davis
3. P Gue, P Wyer

Barrier Reef Restricted Swiss Pairs
1. J Kelly, P Bugler

Last year, Barbara Travis - Peter Gill won the 
Open Pairs and the Open Teams was won by 
Michael Courtney, Linden Raymond, Simon 
Andrew and Gwen King.

Recent ABF results

Review of ABF Policy.

I t is good practice for any organisation to review 
its key service suppliers every few years. Insur-

ance was a major cost item in the last financial 
year, costing the ABF over $80,000. Our previous 
insurance broker, who had handled our business 
for many years, would test market conditions 
every two to three years to see if a better deal 
could be arranged.

As part of the Finance Committee reviewing 
all the ABF’s insurance policies, we explored 
with our existing broker whether, based on the 
very low claims history and current excess on 
our public liability policy, there was scope for 
reducing the present premium. In addition, we 
also decided to get a second quote for our public 
liability cover from a new broker. .As a result of 
this review, the ABF is pleased to announce that 
it has been able to secure a significant reduction 
in the existing premium and an increase in cover 
for its public liability insurance policy.

The services of Tony Bemrose Insurance Bro-
kers (TBIB) were retained to review our public 
liability policy and exposures. They researched 
the market with a view to not only obtaining 
competitive premiums, but also improving the 
policy coverage. They successfully negotiated a 
most competitive premium and more expansive 
coverage with CGU Insurance. CGU is a highly 
respected Australian insurer, and is part of the 
IAG group. They deal exclusively with the insur-
ance broking market.

The premium saving was of sufficient quantum 
that it was beneficial to change over to the new 
policy at the earliest opportunity. The new policy 
came into force on May 1. A new Certificate of 
Currency is available from the ABF & TBIB 
website for members use and information.

An insurance broker is legally bound to act in the 
client’s best interests first and foremost, and not 
as an agent of the insurer. They are required to 
hold an Australian Financial Services License, 
professional qualifications, and undertake rigor-
ous ongoing professional development.

An insurance broker, by name, “brokes” or 
negotiates with many insurance companies in 
order to obtain the best possible terms for their 
clients. Such negotiations commence by learning 
the clients business and tailoring an insurance 

Public Liability Insurance Policy
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TBIB is a full service general insurance bro-
kerage.  It is therefore able to assist all ABF 
members with any of your general insurance 
requirements including home/contents insurance, 
car insurance and business insurance. In that 
regard ABF members may like to visit the TBIB 
website www.tbib.com.au to peruse the range of 
services on offer.

arrangement that protects the interests, assets 
and well being of the client. 

Through the many years of experience and rela-
tionship building enjoyed by the broker comes 
the ability to negotiate and secure a favourable 
outcome with the underwriters. This can involve 
picking the best policies and elements from a 
range of different insurers and insurance poli-
cies and provide it to you in one neat package. 
To always ensure the client’s interests are well 
managed, the broker will repeat this process each 
year on renewal of the policy.

Tony Bemrose Insurance Brokers are proud to be 
the preferred Insurance Broker to the
Australian Bridge Federation.

Since 1979, Tony Bemrose Insurance Brokers 
have been providing the highest quality, 
professional insurance advice available to 
businesses and individuals.

When you deal with a TBIB Broker, you can be 
certain that you are dealing with a qualified and 
experienced professional who will take the time 
to understand your individual, or business needs.

We are committed to giving clients of all sizes
access to the very best quality products and 
services. Backed by the Steadfast Group – who 
places over $2.5bn in premium annually – we can 
provide you with policy wordings, cover and 
service that are quite literally second to none.

Our relationship with you doesn’t finish once you have purchased a policy. Your 
TBIB Broker is always on hand to provide you with professional risk advice, and in 
the event of a claim; both your broker and our dedicated claims department will 
work with your insurer to deliver the best outcome with the least delay.

And we can do it all at the right price for you too.

If you would like to 
experience our service, we 

can assist you with 
comparative quotes on 

• Business Insurance

• Trades Insurance

• Home & Contents Insurance

• Executive Home Insurance

• Motor Insurance

• Prestige Motor Insurance

• Travel Insurance

• Boat & Caravan Insurance

Just go to www.tbib.com.au

Tony Bemrose Insurance Brokers – afsl 245562

PO Box 300, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
Tel: +617 3252 5254 Fax: +617 3252 9076
www.tbib.com.au

Tony Bemrose
Insurance Brokers
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Recent Results
2010 Western Seniors’ Pairs
1. John Beddow - Egmont Melton
2. Clifford De Rosario - Jacek Majewski
3. John Ashworth - Fiske Warren

Victor Champion Cup
1. EBERY, Jamie Ebery, Leigh Gold, 
 Simon Hinge, Kim Morrison (pictured below). 
2. KLINGER: Ron Klinger, Matthew Mullamphy, 

Ben Thompson, Bill Jacobs
3. NOBLE, Barry Noble, George Bilski, 

Michael Prescott, Ishmael Del’Monte,
 Robert Fruewirth

McCance Trophy
1. Margaret Bourke, Ron Klinger
2. Martin Bloom, Edward Chadwick
3. Marlene Watts, Paul Lavings

Women’s Swiss Pairs
1. Cathy Lachman, Helen Snashall
2. Paula Schroor, Sally Murray-White
3. Felicity Beale, Diana Smart

Charlie Snashall Teams
1. HAMILTON, Irene Hamilton, Dorothy Hayes, 

Dianna Middleton, John Adams
2. MORGAN, Brian Morgan, Margaret Morgan, 

Chandradee Chakravorty, Kevin Sertori  
3. EASLEY, Warren Easley, James Simpson, 

Louis Veenstra, Lynne Veenstra 

Congresses and events
Australian National Championships (ANC)
July 17 - 29
Wrest Point, Sandy Bay, Hobart
Contact: Dallas Cooper
Email: anc2010@abf.com.au

Orange Congress 
July 24 - 25
Contact Convener, Margaret Robinson on (02) 
6362 8241 or email: marob@netwit.net.au

Taree Teams Congress 
July 24 - 25
Email Convener: judithscott@bigpond.com

Coffs Coast Gold Congress
August 17 - 22
Opal Cove Resort, Coffs Harbour
www.coffsbridge.com.au/2009_congress_links.html

Yarrawonga Bridge Club Congress 
August 21 -22
Contact Jan Hackett: hackett5@bigpond.net.au

Swan River Open Swiss Pairs
Convener: Hilary Yovich 
Consult BAWA website: www.bawa.asn.au

Territory Gold Bridge Festival
September 1 - 5
Venue: Alice Springs Convention Centre
Convener: Eileen Boocock
Email: tgbf@abf.com.au
Telephone: (08) 8952 4061

Hans Rosendorff Memorial Congress, Perth
September 11 - 12
Convener: Sheenagh Young. 
Email: hgr@abf.com.au

Hunters Hill Teams Congress
12 September 
Contact Kathie De Palo: Tel: (02) 98175131 or email 
kathiedp@optusnet.com.au 

Roger Penny Senior and
Australian Swiss Pairs
September 30 - October 3
Convener: Catherine Elliott, Tel: (03) 6344 9303 
Email : asp@abf.com.au

Commercial Club Albury
30th Super Bridge Congress 
Friday October 8: Pre-Congress Pairs
Saturday October 9: Swiss Pairs
Sunday October 10: Swiss Teams
Contact Dianne Barrow: colbarrow@yahoo.com.au

Bairnsdale Bridge Congress
16 - 17 October
St. Mary’s Parish Centre, Bairnsdale.
Convener: John Brazier, johnbrazier@y7mail.com 
or bbridgeclub@bigpond.com.

Saturday’s event starts at 1:00, and a gourmet lunch is 
provided on Sunday.

Southern Highlands Congress, Bowral
November 6 - 7
Contact Anne Wood, Tel: (02) 4862 2435
Email: shbc.sec@gmail.com
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          Gary                                                                                                             Ish 

The OZ Bridge Travel Team are Australia’s professionals in Bridge Holidays.  You will 
find that we are personable, approachable and take pride that our group is well taken care of.  
Oz Bridge Travel has just returned from a circumnavigation of Australia on board the Sun 
Princess with 70 Bridge players. 17 others waited until the last minute and couldn't get on!  
Ish Del'Monte and his lovely wife Kim joined us as co-hosts and were a smash hit.  Gary 
has invited them back for a return engagement.  All level of players are catered to.  Bring 
your non-playing spouse!  A social coordinator/liaison person is provided for the singles and 
newcomers to Bridge Holidays so no one will get lost in the shuffle.  We are Australia's 
Bridge Holiday Hosts and you will be well taken care of. Be sure to book EARLY! 

    

How to Book: Bookings can be made by obtaining and completing a booking form 
and sending it with a deposit of $500 per person to:   

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
298 Whitehorse Road  Balwyn, Victoria 3103 

Further information can be obtained by telephoning 

Toll Free:1800 630 343  Telephone: (03) 9836 9765 
Fax: (03) 9836 8068  Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au 
www.travelrite.com.au   Bridge: Gary – 0418 570 430

Great Cruise Inclusions
Departs Australia February 26, 2011 

14 days/13 nights on the luxurious MS Volendam 
with 1 night accommodation in Auckland 

Sightseeing tours of Auckland, Rotorua, Gisborne, 
Wellington, Picton, Christchurch, Dunedin and Burnie 

Tour Leadership by Gary and Joanne Brown with co-
hosts Ishmael and Kim Del’Monte 

Cruise taxes, port & handling charges 
All meals on-board MS Volendam 

On-board activities including welcome Cocktail Party 

invites you to join 

us for a 5 Star Cruise Experience on the

Magnificent   MS Volendam
New Zealand

February 26 - March 13, 2011 

Gary Brown & Ish Del'Monte

Pamper yourself with a StepBridge online session
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Better Balanced

Bidding – The

Banzai Method

David Jackson &

Ron Klinger

Attain stronger NT
accuracy with the
5-4-3-2-1 Count
$32.95 post-free

10 More Ways to

Improve Your

Bridge

by David Bird

More Tips to im-
prove your game
$32.95 post-free

The Mysterious

Multi

How to play it,
play against it
by Mark Horton &

Jan van Cleeff

Many, many
hands. A great
read.
$29.95 post-free

Bridge, Probabil-

ity & Information

by Robert F.

MacKinnon

Discusses vacant
spaces and re-
stricted choice,
and much more
$29.95 postfree

Advanced Bridge

– Uncontested

Auctions

by Derrick Browne

Expert advice on
modern bidding
and conventions.
Text, quizzes, 4
lesson hands +
play tips. $16.95

Planning the

Play of a Bridge

Hand

Seagram & Bird

Back in stock.
Hugely popular
new book that
players are loving.
$29.95 postfree
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PAUL LAVINGS BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES
PO Box 807 Double Bay NSW 1360

Tel: (02) 9388-8861 Email: postfree@bigpond.net.au

Visit bridge museum www.postfree.cc or drop in at

UPSTAIRS, 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030.

Books, software, club & home supplies. 2nd hand books, vintage & antique items.

TOP VALUE DEALS FOR CLUBS

• 500 page double-sided BIDDING SLIPS
40 pads $4.80 ea, 76+ pads $4.60 ea +
postage

• Plastic bidding block holders $9.95 +
postage

• TRAVELLERS, SYSTEM CARDS,
TIMERS (2 types – large & small)

• 100% PLASTIC SUPER CARDS – $4.40
per pack plus postage

• QUEENS SLIPPER $2.50 plus postage
• PLASTIC DUPLICATE BOARDS $3.30

each + postage
• DERRICK BROWNE BEGINNER & INT.

BOOKS, Flippers
• BIDDING BOXES $49.95 or $59.95

with beautiful 100% plastic bid cards.

Change the culture at your club

DEALER4 Dealing Machine

100% Australian made, a sensation
worldwide. No barcodes, faster,
smarter, cheaper at $4495 + delivery
within Australia. Ask us about gov-
ernment grants.

Buy Australian – We Do

An ideal gift – a subscription to Aus-

tralian Bridge, your national bridge

magazine. $54 for 6 issues.

We stock the full range of Paul

Marston’s beginner & intermediate
books & cheat sheets, including:
INTRODUCTION TO BRIDGE,

THE LANGUAGE OF BIDDING

(both books in Standard or Acol)

Discounts for clubs and teachers

New Books
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Bridge clubs – we pay first $10 postage on orders over $350
NON-DISCOUNTED BOOKS & SOFTWARE ARE POSTFREE (unless stated)

Jack 5

CD PC $99

Bridge Baron 20

$99 POSTFREE

Ask about
QUANTITY
DISCOUNTS

Only Australia and
NZ use bidding
slips. With bidding
boxes clubs re-
coup their outlay
within 12 months,
with no waste
and a better
game.

JUST IN

SuperBox Set of

Bidding Boxes

100% Plastic bid
cards. Sits on ta-
ble or screws on
to the side of the
table –
perfect for clubs

Only $44.95 set of
4 + postage

NEO Classic

Bidding boxes

Set of 4 $49.95,
or $59.95 with
100% plastic bid
cards.

Lacquered

Bidding Boxes

Own your per-
sonal posh lac-
quered wooden
bidding box with
100% plastic bid
cards. $79.95 set
of 4 + postage.
($24.95 single)

BIDDING BOX SPECIALS


