2009 GRAND NATIONAL OPEN TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIP

 CENTRAL COAST  REGION

Introduction.   As in previous years, the qualifying rounds of the 2009 GNOT will be conducted in 3 segments.  The first segment is called the Club Selection.  It will be played in the Clubs and will qualify teams to play in the Central Coast Regional Final.  The second segment is called the Zonal Knockout and will be conducted as a double knockout in the same way as in previous years.  It will qualify one team from each Zone to play in the Regional Final.  Every Club is entitled to compete in both segments or in one or the other.  This means that some Clubs will have 2 teams, or more, in the Regional Final.  The third segment is called the Regional Knockout.  Entries to the Regional Knockout are special category, they are restricted, they are independent of Clubs, and they are accepted only at the discretion of the GNOT Convenor __ see below.

The Central Coast Regional Final will be played on a date to be advised.  Further information will appear in due course on the ABF website (www.abf.com.au).


The Central Coast Region consists of the following Clubs: Brisbane Water, Central Coast, Central Coast Leagues.

Segment 1.  The Club Selection.   Every Club is entitled to stage a Club Selection to choose teams for the Regional Final.  The Club Selection is open to all financial members of the Club, irrespective of whether or not they are Home Club members.  In addition the club may choose to admit non-members to its Club Selection event (s). This is a matter for the Club administration in its absolute discretion. However, if it does so, those non-members have equal rights with the members; that is they can qualify for the Regional Final and they can earn gold Masterpoints. 

The Club Selection is an event of not less than 3 sessions played in your Club.  It may be a special event for the purpose or it may be combined with regular sessions.  (For instance, the Club Championship could double as a Club Selection event.)


If the Club Selection has 4 tables or less, your Club may enter one team in the Regional Final.  If the Club Selection has between 5 and 8 tables, your Club is entitled to 2 teams in the Regional Final.  If the Club Selection has 9-14 tables, the entitlement in the Regional Final is 3 teams.  If the club selection has 15-20 tables, the entitlement is 4 teams.  If the club selection has 21-30 tables, the entitlement is 5 teams.  For more than 30 tables, the entitlement is 6 teams.


All the Central Coast Clubs have more than one session weekly. Clubs that normally have more than one session weekly may, if they wish, run 2 or more Club Selections; say one for the Monday players and another for the Thursday players.  If this is done, the entitlement of number of teams for the Regional Final is cumulative; that is, it is based on the total number of tables playing in the 2 (or more) Club Selections. These entitlements are absolute; if one or more of the top qualifying teams cannot participate in the Regional Final, such team(s) may be replaced from elsewhere in the field.

GNOT regulations governing Club Selection


By and large, Club Section events are conducted by the Club using the Club’s own tournament regulations.  However, there are two GNOT regulations that must be adhered to:

1.
Club Selection events can be of any number of sessions provided that the number is not less than three.

2.
In attempting to qualify for the Regional Final, a player, a pair or a team may participate in multiple Club Selections (in other Clubs as well as in their own Club).  However, any player, pair or team that is successful in earning a place in the Regional Final shall not be a contender in any subsequent Club Selection, including Club Selection events already in progress. Notwithstanding, any qualified player, pair or team may participate in another Club Selection (and earn gold masterpoints) but shall be regarded as a non-contender.

3.
Any player, pair or team may contest a Club Selection event even if that contestant does not wish to qualify from that event for the Regional Final.  In that circumstance, the said contestant will be deemed to be a “non-contender”, ineligible for qualification but eligible for gold masterpoints.  A non-contender in one particular Club Selection may be a contender in another Club Selection.

4.
If there are less than four contending players in a team, the whole team is deemed to be non-contending.  

Club regulations governing Club Selection (the Supplementary Regulations)


It is imperative that the Club draft Supplementary Regulations for its Club Selection(s).  The Supplementary Regulations must include: 

1.
The four GNOT regulations (see immediately above) 

2.
The Club’s own regulations relating to substitutes

3.
Tie-breaking procedures

4.
Procedure for selection of teams to play in the Regional Final, paying particular attention to the replacement of any teams that qualify for but subsequently withdraw from the Regional Final,

The Supplementary Regulations should include all other matters relevant to normal Club competition. 


The timing of Club Selection(s) is a matter for the Club administration but is, of course, dependent on the date set down for the Regional Final. 

Augmentation after Club Selection

A team of four that has qualified for the Regional Final may augment to a team of five or six by adding any player (or players) who are a member of that team’s Club.  The added player(s) need not have competed in a Club Selection. 

Substitution after Club Selection is not permitted except by application to the Regional Organiser Louis Koolen lkoolen@bigpond.net.au  


A Club is not permitted merely to nominate a team to play in the Regional Final; there must be a selection event of not less than 3 sessions.


The Club Selection may be played as a teams event or as a match-pointed pairs or as a Butler-scored pairs event.  In designing the format of the Club Selection, the Club’s tournament organiser should consider 2 significant matters.  Firstly, (s)he should ensure that each match (team against team or pair against pair) is at least 5 boards in length.  This allows gold masterpoints to be awarded for each match.  Secondly, regulations should be drafted to provide for replacements for teams, or pairs, that qualify for the Regional Final but find themselves unable to participate.


Every Club is entitled to organise a Club Selection and to award gold masterpoints even if no player from the Club intends to compete in the Regional Final.


The ABF makes no charge for Club Selection events.  However, there is an entry fee of $75 per team, payable by the Club, for each team that qualifies for and plays in the Regional Final.  (In addition, players will be charged $7.00 table money per session for the Regional Final.)  Please advise the Convenor, GNOT, c/o ABF Headquarters, PO Box 397, Fyshwick, ACT 2609, if your Club intends to stage a Club Selection for the GNOT.  This is necessary so that advance arrangements can be made for the Regional Final.

Regional Final.   The Regional Final will be played on a weekend date to be announced.  In due course, further information will appear on the ABF website (www.abf.com.au).

The entry fee for teams qualifying through Club Selection is $75 per team payable by the Club.  
The host club, is entitled to enter an additional team in the Regional Final; that is, an entry additional to its normal entitlement.  Selection of this additional team is at the discretion of the club.  There is no charge to the club for this team provided that the club also takes up its full normal entitlement of teams.  (However, members of this team are required to pay table money.)

National Final.   The teams finishing first and second in the Regional Final qualify to compete in the GNOT National Final to be played at Club Banora, Banora Point, from Friday to Monday 27 November-30 November.  The starting time is 9.30 am.  For all but 6 teams, play in the GNOT National Final will end on Saturday 28 November.  In due course, further information will appear on the ABF website (www.abf.com.au).

Travel subsidy.   The ABF will pay a travel subsidy for National Finalists (teams of 4) to travel to Banora Point.  Details will appear in due course on the ABF website (www.abf.com.au).

Australian Rural, Provincial and Metropolitan Pairs Championships.   On Sunday 29 November, players in teams already eliminated from the GNOT National Final are eligible to play in the Australian Rural, Provincial and Metropolitan Pairs Championships, free of charge. (See below for definition of the Rural, Provincial and Metropolitan categories.) The 3 championship events will be played, in a single (stratified) field, as a 2-session, 7-round Swiss pairs event starting at 9.30 am and finishing at 5.00 pm.  The field is limited to 60 tables.  Entries close at 8.00 pm on Saturday 28 November or earlier if the field is filled before then.  There is no entry fee for the Rural, Provincial or Metropolitan Pairs (except see below).

In addition, members of Clubs in the Northern Rivers region who participated in GNOT qualifying rounds, but who did not qualify the National Final, are invited to participate in the Australian Rural Pairs Championship.  Also, members of Clubs in the Gold Coast region who participated in GNOT Qualifying rounds, but did not qualify for the National Final, are invited to participate in the Australian Provincial Pairs Championship. Players must enter through the secretary of their Club who in turn must transmit the entries to the GNOT organisers by 8.00 pm on Saturday 28 November.  The fee for this type of entry to the Australian Rural Pairs Championship and the Australian Provincial Pairs Championship is $10 per pair.

GNOT regions defined as Rural, Provincial and Metropolitan
Rural



Provincial


Metropolitan

Far North Queensland

Gold Coast


Brisbane

Capricornia


Northern Territory 

Sydney

Wide Bay


Hunter



Canberra

Sunshine Coast

ACT Provincial

Melbourne

Darling Downs

WA Provincial

Adelaide

Northern Rivers

Tasmania


Perth

North Coast


SA Provincial

Central Coast


Barwon
Tablelands-Illawarra


South Coast Monaro

Mountains

Central-Northern

South-West NSW

Western NSW

Gippsland

Northern Victoria

 
Henty



 
WA Country

North Queensland

Barwon

Peninsula
Tweed
Whitsunday

Masterpoints.   Gold masterpoints are awarded at all stages of the GNOT.  In a Club Selection, the rate is 0.04 points per board per player (team of 4) for each match won, provided that matches are at least 5 boards in length.  The rates for a Zonal Knockout and the Regional Knockout are also 0.04 points per board per player (team of 4) for each match won.  In addition, there are overall awards for final standings.  All players participating in a Club Selection event, or in a Zonal Knockout, are eligible to win gold masterpoints even if they are not competing for a place in the Regional Final.  (It is reiterated that a Club is entitled to run a Club Selection for gold masterpoints even if no player from the Club intends to compete in the Regional Final.)  For the Regional Final itself, gold masterpoints are awarded at a rate of 0.06 points per board per player (team of 4) for each match won.  There are overall awards for final standings.


All players in teams consisting of 5 or 6 players will be awarded an equal number of masterpoints irrespective of how many matches each team member played.


Club Masterpoint Secretaries are responsible for masterpointing Club Selection events, then the masterpoint awards are sent to the GNOT Convenor (address above) for confirmation and he in turn will forward them to the ABF Masterpoint Centre.  The Masterpoint Centre will bill the Clubs directly for Club Selection events.  The ABF will be responsible for all other masterpoint charges.

Other matters.   It is possible that some players will qualify for the Regional Final twice, once through the Zonal Knockout and once through the Club Selection.  In these circumstances, it is desirable that the team that qualified for the Regional Final through Zonal Knockout should have priority.  Thus, it will be necessary for the Club tournament organiser to include in the supplementary regulations for the Club Selection a provision to deal with such a situation.

Further information.   



Jane Rasmussen
phone
(02) 6239 2265 (ABF Headquarters)






fax
(02) 6239 1816






e-mail
secretariat@abf.com.au 
John Brockwell
phone
(02) 6281 5388 (home)







(02) 6246 5093 (work)






fax
(02) 6281 5399






e-mail
jbrockwell@grapevine.net.au


Louis Koolen

e-mail lkoolen@bigpond.net.au 


Do not hesitate to get in touch with us should you require further information.
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