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Open Stage 3 Round 4
A. De Livera I. Robinson 83
P. Gumby W. Lazer 79
N. Giura N. Hughes 71
B. Haughie A. Braithwaite 69
R. Van Der Hoek N. Van Vucht 64
K. Morrison M. Wilkinson 64
P. Lavings T. Leibowitz 64

Women’s Stage 3 Round 4 
S. Weal K. Yule 83
M. Millar G. Tucker 77
M. Bourke K. Boardman 75
M. Jakes R. Green 73
R. Kaplan P. Schroor 66
K. Moses N. Bashar 66
S. Bird K. Creet 65

Swiss Pairs Round 4
S. Tishler P. Gosney 84
T. Sharp M. Chadwick 77
P, McLeish D. McLeish 74
W. Driscoll S. Futaesaku 72
A. Mill A. Hegedus 71
S. Richman A. Richman 70
C. Ritter J. Courtney 70

Seniors Stage B Round 4
H. Ali P, Kahler 78
J. Rocks J. Marks 73
R. Grenside S. Grenside 73
T. Davis G. Rippon 73
J. Brockwell J. Ashworth 69
P. Rasilainen M. Zurawel 65
K. Bailey G. Bailey 62

“Diamonds are forever” by 
Hills, Richard Hills
The bidding has gone:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Hills Quail

--- --- 1S X
2NT(1) 3D Pass Pass
3S 4D Pass 5D
Pass Pass Pass

(1) Balanced game invite with spade support

You, East, hold:

♠98762
♥QT2
♦---
♣AQJ93

What is your opening lead?
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I asked some leading players their tips for the
Interstate Teams Events. Michael Wilkinson
from NSW selected NSW to win all four—Open,
Women’s, Senior and Youth—a feat never previ-
ously achieved. He admitted to being a
“statriotic” 

Neville Francis from Queensland thought the
Queensland women had a very good chance and
Neil Ewart from Victoria said to put your money
on Victoria in the Youth.

A trend had been developing so I asked two
Western Australians who bucked the trend. “ I 
couldn’t honestly tip any of our teams to win 
with great confidence—but we’re hopeful” I was 
told.

After all that research, here’s my form guide.

Open
NSW have a very strong team of three top pairs
and their NPC, Nye Griffiths, is going for a rare
treble—he won the event as a player for ACT in
2007 and for NSW in 2008. The team to beat.
ACT, Victoria and SA all have capable squads
but some of the partnerships look a bit untested
at the premier level. The playing return of David
Anderson—an International star player as a
youth in the 1970s/1980s—in the SA team adds
interest.

Tasmania has a solid team with no weak links,
and could be the surprise packet. Most of the NT
pairs did quite well in the Butler, qualifying from
Stage 1, and it’s quite possible that Tassie or NT 
could finish ahead of Qld or WA, but any of
these four teams would be delighted to reach the
grand final.

Women’s
NSW and Qld have strong squads, and ACT on
home soil must be a chance. Victoria’steam
includes some new blood, and WA can be dan-
gerous . SA has a rough show but Tassie usually
finds the event a tad too tough.

An interesting team is NT. Before their year off
in 2008, they were 2nd in 2007 after the first
Round Robin, and in 2006 NT came 2nd in the

second Round Robin, so they have the ability.
Can they believe in themselves enough to make
the final, despite losing two of their women to
the NT Open Tam? Perhaps …

Youth
Victoria won the event easily last year and have
two members of the team which won the Pacific
Asian Youth Teams Championship last month.
NSW have three members of the victorious
PABF team, and Paul Gosney who has played in
Australia’s Open Team.  All the other teams 
have at least one Under 21 international, but it’s 
a safe bet, at very short odds, that the Grand Fi-
nal will be Victoria vrs NSW

Seniors
NSW has a top team, with that name, Paul Lav-
ings shining like a beacon. Paul came 2nd in the
PABF Senior Teams in Macau in June with the
current World Champions, Japan, 3rd. ACT also
has very strong line-up, and Qld look strong this
year. Victoria has some new names in its team.

SA traditionally does well in this event (won in
2008 and 2007) and their Whyalla pair are lead-
ing the Seniors’ Butler at the time of writing.  
WA and Tas will win matches, but the field
looks particularly strong this year.

FORM GUIDE By Peter Gill
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LERIDA ESTATE
Lerida Estate wines are a main sponsor at this year’s ANC. It is located close to Canberra on a picturesque 
site adjacent to Lake George on the road to Sydney. The winery was designed by world renowned architect
Glenn Murcutt.

Lerida produces trophy and medal winning wines including its well known chardonnay, pinot gris and shiraz
viognier. There is a Cellar Door and on the weekends Café Lerida is open for lunch. Visit their website at
www.leridaestate.com.

Please help the editor and give us your inter-
esting hands or general commentary like Pe-
ter Gill’s article today  - on backs of enve-
lopes, downloaded on the computer in the
administration room or emailed to histo-
rian@abf.com.au One of our restaurant sponsors is D’Browes restau-

rant in Narrabundah. Not far from Manuka or King-
ston, ’Browes contemporises traditional dining at its 
best–candle-lit tables, crisp linen and designer
decor, combined with the finest food from Asia to
Europe. This restaurant is a return to the good old
days of simple style and sophisticated dishes. Why
not make a booking on 62956990. If you like lamb
shanks they are among the best in Canberra!

At the table East chose the "obvious" lead of
the nine of spades. The complete deal:

Stage One Butler Pairs, Match 10, Board 6
Dlr: East, Vul: East-West

Now Hills, Richard Hills, demonstrated that he
had a licence to kill 4-0 trump breaks.

1: A 2. Club to the A. 3. Too late switch
to a heart won by the A. 4. K cashed for a
heart discard. 5. Club ruff. 6. Spade ruff. 7.
Club ruff. 8. Spade ruff. 9. A. 10. Club ruff
11: Heart exit, East's winner ruffed by West
Trick 12: Diamond, marked finesse of the ten
Trick 13: K = +400

AT3
854
KT8765
8

KQJ4 98762
KJ6 QT2
J943 -
42 AQJ93

5
A973
AQ2
KT765

Diamonds are forever
from p1

Wine tasting
today !!!!!

Our friends from Lerida Estate are keen for you to
taste a small selection of their fine wines.

So we are pleased to announce they will be holding
a Wine Tasting at the close of play on Thursday 9
July, upstairs in the foyer area adjacent to the
playing room. Why not come along have a taste
and if you like their wines, maybe give them an or-
der. They can arrange delivery with you at the time
either to you during the week or later to your home
address.


